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INTRODUCTION
ON CAMPUSES ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, there are Jewish and Muslim students who experience bigotry. At times they

feel intimidated and do not express their actual political, religious, or philosophical views in the classroom. In some
cases, they do not feel safe when crossing the campus commons. At the same time, these are not the daily experithey places where physical threats are commonplace.
How can we explain these apparently contradictory realities? That was the challenge behind this study. Political Research Associates believes both antisemitism and Islamophobia as phenomena exist on campuses, and in this
Antisemitism and Islamophobia on college campuses are manifested in a complex set of interactions among a
-

the Middle East. Campuses, of all places, should be environments that invite open dialogue. Nonetheless, at times
debates about the Middle East escalate into confrontations laced with Islamophobic or antisemitic statements.
These confrontations sometimes boil over from rhetorical debates to physical confrontations. News accounts can

bigotry in these situations. We have attempted to trace many of the historical tendencies that have converged on
-

have turned to a number of scholars for their perspectives on the broader meaning of these debates and on the ways

has played out in campus life, with often distressing results.
PRA had researchers conduct face-to-face, telephonic, and e-mail interviews with students, faculty, adminis-

als, not composites. Even a cursory glance at this report, however, reveals it to be a composite in the sense that it is a
montage. We highlight a range of voices and opinions. This is intentional.
-

sentence or sentiment and claim it represents (and therefore discredits) the entire report. That would be unfortu-
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Rashomon

-

appear that two or more unrelated incidents had occurred.
administrators feel about it. In an arena of intense ideological, political, religious, and philosophical struggle we offurther research. This study argues that antisemitism and Islamophobia can and should be challenged on college

a way that, in the long run, will ameliorate aggression, intimidation, and assaults on campus—which are never ap-

Note:
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SETTING THE SCENE
There is no hierarchy of oppressions.
—Audre Lorde
By ChiP Berlet

WHAT DO WE MEAN BY THE TERMS

-

HISTORICAL CONTEXT & BACKGROUND
Without a struggle, there can be no progress.
—Frederick Douglass

Islamophobia and antisemitism, each in its way, are
imprecise terms we could well do without but it is
doubtful whether they can be removed from our political lexicon.1

are constructed on college campuses by some students we
and historical dynamics. As Pam Chamberlain observed in
her study of campus political activism for the Ford Founda-

in 2006. We use these terms as shorthand for more complicated realities. In an overarching sense, we are referring to

tions of these beliefs.
Antisemitism and Islamophobia can and should be
challenged on college campuses; if done carefully and con-

-

Destructive and sometimes deadly forms of ethnocentrism
and religious bigotry are not limited in history to Muslims
or Jews, and we can learn much by studying the patterns and
is the title of the classic 1954 study by Gordon Allport. 2
pointed out in 1991, “Forty years of social psychological
research have not provided strong support for Allport’s
explanation of the substantial long–term movement in the
3
Allport was a pessinium approached there was clear social science evidence that
reduced.4
by appropriate constructive practices, at least in some societal settings.
acts of discrimination, aggression, or violence. Sometimes
people discriminate primarily as a reaction to peer pressure
even if they consciously or unconsciously are troubled by
5

whereas discrimination is an act. It is easier to change the
way people act than to change their beliefs. It is beliefs,

however, shaped by life experiences, family traditions, peer
interaction, education, and media expression that lead to actions that should not be acceptable anywhere in civil society,
including on campuses.

University campuses have long been the site of a range
of ideological battles in this country and elsewhere.
Because colleges are touted as the training locale for
tomorrow’s leaders and the central venue for academic
debates on political issues. Colleges also have been the
focal point for issues related to what and how curricular material is taught, and how students’ lives are
regulated by their schools.6
Campuses also have long been centers of antiwar activism
war being debated. University classrooms and campuses become a place where debates over U.S. military actions in the
Israel and the Palestinians intersect.
Some critics of U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East
analysis. A number of critics of U.S. foreign policy accurately
point out that a high level of Islamophobia in the United
States is enlisted to reinforce interventionist militarism and
support for right–wing Israeli government policies.
Some of these critics of U.S. foreign policy in the Middle
policy in the Middle East can be explained in monocausal
is clearly not the intent. Conspiracists may attribute military
the scenes, pulling the strings.
At the same time, some supporters of U.S. foreign policy
lamophobic tropes. In some cases, they use incidents of anti-
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TOOLS OF FEAR

-

today’s U.S. college campuses, as this report will describe.
-

ism or Jews on campus is Muslim or Arab. Not everyone who
denounces Islam or Muslims on campus is Jewish. Not everyone who denounces Israel or Israelis on campus is Muslim
or Arab. Not everyone who denounces Palestine or Palestinians on campus is Jewish. Nothing in this report should be
construed to suggest otherwise.
This report will include information about how the vari-

DUALISM

Dualism is a concept that divides the world into the forces
Manichaeism, was broadly practiced between the third and
seventh centuries, and incorporated into many features of

tracing the way in which students obtain and consider information obtained from a wide variety of media sources as
well as conversations with friends, family, fellow students,
professors, and more.

SOCIAL SCIENCE INSIGHTS

According to sociologists Doug McAdam
and David Snow, a social movement is
a collectivity acting with some degree of organization and continuity
outside of institutional channels for
the purpose of promoting or resisting change in the group, society, or
world order of which it is a part.7

-

tic aggression.12

13

The tools of fear are
the techniques found in
frames and narratives
used to create a loathed
and/or feared “Other.”

Richard Hofstadter noted that the
“fundamentalist mind…is essentially
14
The United States has

tive fundamentalist Christian conservatives.15

DEMONIZATION

is the process through which a group
of people target other individuals or
groups as the embodiment of evil.16
17

movements are psychologically dysfunctional or irrational. Sociologists see movement activists as people with
opportunities, develop their own cultures, and create
frames, narrative storylines, and slogans in ways that are
both strategic and instrumental. 8

enclosed in a picture frame. Typically, framing is a process
whereby movement leaders illustrate grievances and power
struggles in terms that are accessible and highly resonant in
multiple target audiences.9
entire movement.10

Typically, proponents claim that the target is plotting against
appeals. Demagoguery has been used historically both by
populists to denounce corrupt elites,18 and by government
19
In both instances, its
use is based on fears of conspiracies by real and imaginary
subversive elements.20 Demogogues are seen as charismatic
movement leaders; otherwise, their performance is inter21
[For more on the character of demonizafor antisemitism later in this report.]

SCAPEGOATING
expulsion of evil is a familiar theme across centuries and cultures.22

in this report include Dualism and Apocalypticism.
within a movement culture. Narratives have a plot, heroes
and villains, and an instructive text or subtext that demonstrates which ideas and actions are valued and which are
condemned. For a political or social movement, the shared
understanding created by such narratives helps bind its
members together and is also attractive to potential movement recruits. Narratives can support or challenge the
privilege.11

On the Day of Atonement a live goat was chosen by
lot. The high priest, robed in linen garments, laid both
his hands on the goat’s head, and confessed over it
the iniquities of the children of Israel. The sins of the
people thus symbolically transferred to the beast, it was
taken out into the wilderness and let go. The people felt
purged, and for the time being, guiltless.23
The word scapegoat has evolved to mean a person or
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group wrongfully blamed for some problem, especially for

32

24

People redirect frustrated aggression or guilt over their own
misconduct onto the scapegoat.25 But scapegoating does not
within a family, as it does at a societal level where, in Susan
M. Fisher’s words, “the scapegoated group serves more as a
movements indicate mass mental dysfunction.26
Right-Wing Populism in America: Too Close For
Comfort, Matthew N. Lyons and I use the term scapegoating
to describe the societal form as
the social process whereby the hostility and grievances
of an angry, frustrated group are directed away from
the real causes of a social problem onto a target group
demonized as malevolent wrongdoers. The scapegoat
bears the blame, while the scapegoaters feel a sense of
righteousness and increased unity. The social problem
may be real or imaginary, the grievances legitimate or
illegitimate, and members of the targeted group may
be wholly innocent or partly culpable. What matters is
that the scapegoats are wrongfully stereotyped as all
sharing the same negative trait, or are singled out for
27

Scapegoating often targets socially disempowered or
marginalized groups. At the same time, the scapegoat
is often portrayed as powerful or privileged. In this way,
scapegoating feeds on people’s anger about their own
disempowerment, but diverts this anger away from the
real systems of power and oppression. A certain level of
scapegoating is endemic in most societies, but it more
readily becomes an important political force in times of
social competition or upheaval. At such times, espemass support and activism during a struggle for power.
Rene Girard has examined scapegoating from a theopo28

APOCALYPTIC AGGRESSION

Apocalypticism involves the sense of expectation by individuals or groups that dramatic events are about to unfold durchange the world forever and reveal hidden truths.29 In this
context, we are examining apocalypticism in the sociological
sense where it serves as a master frame.30
Members of apocalyptic movements believe that time
apocalyptic movements built around a theme involving a
one-thousand-year span (or some other lengthy period).31
Robert J. Lifton observes that “historically the apocalyptic

An apoca-

some cases urge forms of apocalyptic aggression against the
scapegoated enemy. While apocalypticism and apocalyptic
33

34

CONSPIRACISM
circumstances, can move easily from the margins to the
mainstream, as has happened repeatedly in the United
States.35 Historian Robert Alan Goldberg traces the concept
scenario.36 Conspiracism is a particular narrative form of
a vast insidious plot against the common good, while it

37

governance, and power, argues that persons who embrace
conspiracy theories are trying to understand how power
is exercised in a society that they feel they have no control
over. Often they have real grievances with the society,
defend unfair power and privilege.38 Conspiracism evolves
as a worldview from roots in dualistic forms of apocalyptipopular discourse as well as in various subcultures in the
United States throughout its history.39

SUBVERSION PANICS AND
COUNTERSUBVERSION MOVEMENTS

Fear of subversion by sinister conspirators is woven into
many contemporary narratives about threats to the United
States posed by Jews or Muslims. According to the civil liberThe American obsession with subversive conspiracies
of all kinds is deeply rooted in our history. Especially
in times of stress, exaggerated febrile explanations of
unwelcome reality come to the surface of American
life and attract support. These recurrent countersubversive movements illuminate a striking contrast
between our claims to superiority, indeed our mission as a redeemer nation to bring a new world order,
and the extraordinary fragility of our confidence in
our institutions.40
In the contemporary United States, certain instances of antisemitism and Islamophobia are driven by apocalyptic expectations and related conspiracy theories shared within
global religious subcultures.41 This is better documented
and accepted by scholars of antisemitism than scholars of
Islamophobia. Some of this baggage accompanies students
involved in campus confrontations in the United States.
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EXPLORING ANTISEMITISM

-

By ChiP Berlet

FALSE AND DEROGATORY ALLEGATIONS
a lengthy and sordid history.42 Historic tropes include antisemitic language, imagery, and ideas about Jews as an evil and
monstrous chimeric threat. Our research indicates that some

In both cases, mass social or political movements were
built in certain historic moments that targeted Jews as scapegoats and resulted in assault, expulsion, murder, and mass
murder.48 These acts were often prompted by fraudulent conapocalyptic aggression.49

outrageous claims that derive from historic antisemitic and
supremacists and the forged hoax document, The Protocols of
the Elders of Zion.43 This study shares an important interview
discussion of how both unwitting and deliberately provocative antisemitic language is deployed.44

50

WHEN IS IT ANTISEMITIC?

that are clearly antisemitic, that is, based in perceptions of
race, religion, and culture; those that blur the line between
negative expressions of opinion about Israeli state policy and
tions is a central aspect of this PRA report in the belief that
increased clarity about these issues will support the develop-

WHAT IS ANTISEMITISM?

-

political struggles from a variety of on–campus and external
sources. What follows is a list of statements about the relation between Jews and the State of Israel and the implications
of that relationship for American and international policy
that, in their full form, have been labeled as antisemitic by
some individuals and groups.57 We begin with each stateon to discuss the context in which these statements originated. Only by exploring the complexity of these issues can
we ascertain where, exactly, comments critical of Israeli policies cross the line into antisemitism. Understanding these
expressions and attitudes is critical to evaluating the issue of
antisemitism on campus.

-

58

Israel’s settlements in the occupied territories have, for over
forty years, been an obstacle to peace. They have drained
Israel’s economy, military, and democracy and eroded the

Semitic speech or acts.

59

-

tism.
45

A 2006 Hillel study found that “51 percent of college students reported that they felt anti-Semitism during the past
three years either on campus or while they were still in high
anti-Semitism, only 26 percent had personally experienced
46

mitic’ occurrences may be simple vandalism, interpersonal
incidents occur. 47

permanent status of Jerusalem to be determined in the
context of a negotiated two–state solution, and refrain from
situation – for instance, calling for the immediate relocation
60

2. “[We urge] the government of Israel to hasten to end the
occupation of Palestinian territories. [We strongly urge] the
peace initiative that will end Israel’s occupation of the West
is essential to achieving peace and the common good of the
two peoples…[and] three faiths that are deeply rooted in this
land. [We urge] the Israeli government and the Palestinian
turn [of Palestinians to their prior homes now inside Israel].
With the assistance of the United Nations, both sides can, if
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-

61

3. “Christian support for the rebuilding of the Jewish Temple
Jewish sovereignty over not only the Temple Mount and
Jerusalem but much of the Middle East as well. Whether

ethnic–religious minority representing less than two percent
of the population is able to shape US policy in the Middle East
to serve the colonial interests of a foreign country (Israel),
which represents less than one percent of the population
the US, with several hundred thousand fanatical activists

complicit in perpetuating a form of apartheid as well as the
ethnic cleansing of Palestinians from the Occupied Territo-

of the US Congress on any legislation favoring Israel.68….

coloured by a literal exegesis of highly selective biblical passages, profoundly misguided and essentially racist. Far from
demonstrating a ministry of reconciliation to all nations,
-

69

10. “Jewish media control determines the foreign policy of
the United States and permits Jewish interests rather than

62

-

Without Jewish media control, there would have been no
Persian Gulf War, for example. There would have been no
NATO massacre of Serb civilians. There would have been

a direct impact on the genocide practiced in Palestine by the

There would have been little, if any, American support for

63

5. “The apartheid state of Israel is on the way down. They
are living in fear … and it is about time they live in fear….The

of the Middle East would never have been brought to our
shore….We must oppose the further spreading of this poison
who are spreading it. It would be intolerable for such power
to be in the hands of any alien minority with values and

64

conceived by the neo–cons and the pro–Israeli lobby in the

Egypt to Russia, to hold such power over us is tantamount to

important position in the Middle East, as a part of a plan to
achieve overall US global control…. The neo–cons who are
almost exclusively Jewish and the Israel lobby got the US into
telligence department, in the intelligence agencies who, for
65

prospect of the end of the dictatorship. Although the Israeli
reality is that it fears the development of a genuine people’s
government in Egypt, the largest Arab country that possesses

70

11. “International Finance [assumed] control…and gained

to achieve [their] ends. Government circles, as well as the
higher sections of the political and commercial bourgeoisie,
fell a prey to [their] plans through [their]manipulation of the
masonic net, though they themselves did not even suspect
of the national economic system and the establishment of
international capitalistic domination in its stead. And this

66

-

icy echelons of the…administration to extend their control
to the day–to–day espionage and covert–action operations of
the CIA was the hidden source of the controversy and scanmer….The dual loyalists, whose domination over the federal

67

between capital which is purely the product of creative labour
and the existence and nature of capital which is exclusively
71

A DISCUSSION OF THE RHETORIC
1. “For too long, a deep polarization has characterized the conversation on Israel, or lack thereof, across
America….”72
This statement by J Street is one of a collection of policy position statements on the group’s website.73 J Street, founded
a broad debate on Israel and the Middle East in national

CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011 <<< PAGE 12 >>> WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

OTHER DEFINITIONS OF ANTISEMITISM
The attributing of all or part of one’s own misfortunes, and those of one’s country, to the presence of Jewish ele-

minating them etc. - Jean Paul Sartre, Anti–Semite and Jew.51
demnation by their very nature, or by historical or supernatural dictates. - Paul E. Grosser and Edwin G. Halperin,
52

The hatred and persecution of Jews as a group; not the hatred of persons who happen to be Jews, but rather the
hatred of persons because they are Jews. - Charles Y. Glock and Rodney Stark, Christian Beliefs and Anti–Semitism.53
Anti–Semitism is an expression of deep negative feelings for Jews. Its roots are theological and psychological, and
uity and evil in the world from time immemorial to this day - Esther Webman, Stephen Roth Institute for the Study of
Contemporary Anti–Semitism and Racism and the Dayan Center of Tel Aviv University.54

- Anti–Defamation League (2010).55

at various times based on perceptions of religion, ethnicity, and race. In the U.S., Christian supremacist notions

motivated intimidation and violence. - Political Research Associates (1994).56

politics and the American Jewish community. 74
J Street in 2009 for allegedly endorsing a production of the

75

David Hirsh, in his interview in this report, describes
labeled J Street antisemitic, and wondered if J Street would
endorse a public reading of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion.76
Ari Roth, artistic director of the theater where the event
was read (in both Hebrew and English) as a critical exercise,

around a table, reading from Churchill’s script and the scripts
of two other playwrights. The additional dramatists—Robbie
Gringras, an Israeli, and the American Deb Margolin—wrote
playlets critical of Churchill’s that mimic hers in structure
78

the content of Seven Jewish Children – it is, after all, a play,
Theater J in its decision to feature programming that exJ Street describes itself
as representing “Americans, primarily but not exclusively
Jewish, who support Israel and its desire for security as the
Jewish homeland, as well as the right of the Palestinians to a
79

discuss it; we invited Israeli and American artists to write
77

Washington Post reviewed the event as
“a watershed in the evolution of immediate dialogue between
a political play and its audience….the way Roth constructed
the event, bringing together actors, theatergoers, experts
and even, via e–mail, Churchill herself, conferred on it some
-

80

The incident described here seems to be an example of
the complaint by those supporting Palestinian rights that
suppress an open discussion of criticisms of Israeli government policy and actions.
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2. “[We urge] the government of Israel to hasten to end
the occupation of Palestinian territories….”81
This excerpt comes from the Advisory Committee on Social
Witness Policy of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), which
Assembly.82 The accompanying language in the larger document and aggressive rhetoric used by some Presbyterians in
of Jewish groups.
at the College of Wooster in Ohio, replacing a scheduled

used by other critics of Israeli policy, including former
President Jimmy Carter. It is a harsh assessment, but as a
description of the nature and implications of certain Israeli
policies, it is one that could reasonably be debated on a college campus if presented carefully.
ing to the United Nations Convention on Genocide, “genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent
to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or

According to a report in the Cleveland Jewish News
of the group;
world’s political, economic, religious and communication orpresentation concluded “with a Star of David morphing into
For
months no one was able to prompt any sort of apology for
the event. Eventually the president of the College of Wooster
made a public apology.84
83

85

The Wooster incident was not typical, but it represented

calculated to bring about its physical destruction in
whole or in part;
within the group;
-

other group.89

acts of the Israeli government could be measured against the
terms of the United Nations Convention on Genocide, then

wording of the 2003 resolution. Soul–searching within the
national Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) led to discussions with
several representatives of Jewish groups concerning ambiguities and attitudes in the language of the resolution that most
were made to the policies and policy documents of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). One text approved by the General
Assembly urged its members to be “be a voice for the victims
members, congregations, committees, and other entities to
become nonpartisan advocates for peace. As such, we will
not over–identify with the realities of the Israelis or Palestin86

This is an example of how the process of open dialogue
over appropriate terminology and actions can have positive
results. 87
3. “Christian support for the rebuilding of the Jewish
Temple is also invariably linked to the political claims of
exclusive Jewish sovereignty….”88
This statement starts out with a depiction of the role of
damentalist movement that supports hardline and expan-

problematic.

-

90

-

-

support the Palestinians and not consider the complexity of
the situation in the Middle East.
Is it true that some Israelis have used their perance and incite ethnic violence? This can be documented.
91

however, and thus his statement can be appropriated to
defend or dismiss a wide range of positions on Israeli government policy and on the legitimacy of the existence of the
State of Israel.
4. “[This study criticizing ‘Christian Zionism’ has] done
an immense service to mankind….”92
Why is this statement here? Because it represents an attempt
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suspicion of Jews and open the door to recruitment into anti93

essay apparently was posted on the internet without his perinformation, and in the past he has relied on the Rev. Dale
company with unsavoury characters connected with the far–
94

Barnes Review, a
Placing advertisements in campus

one maneuver by antisemites to gain access to students for
recruitment. Holocaust deniers use the struggle in the Middle East as a way to entice pro–Palestinian and peace activists
into interpreting the actions of the State of Israel through the
lens of conspiracist chimeric antisemitism. This lens is the
Holocaust deniers.95
5. “The apartheid state of Israel is on the way down.
They are living in fear….”96

104

At an ANSWER–organized rally to protest the Gaza
war in Orlando on January 10, 2009, Emmanuel Lopez, an ANSWER–Florida steering committee member,
praised the “Palestinian resistance” and argued that
the only terrorists in the Middle East are the Israeli
Defense Forces and American forces in Iraq. He also
led the crowd in chants of “From the River to the Sea,
Palestine will be Free,” a call for the dismantlement of
the state of Israel.105

critical of Israeli and U.S. policies and actions in which there
is scant evidence of antisemitic content or rhetoric.106 This
blurs an important distinction at the heart of campus confrontations from which charges of antisemitism emerge.

is hard to imagine a defense of these statements that would
not entail some form of antisemitism. Nonetheless, the Los
Angeles Times
-

policy echelons of the…administration….”107
108
appeared in the antisemitic newspaper Spotlight
It is placed here as an example of how antisemites use coded

6. “The war in Iraq was not a war for oil, but was a war
conceived by the neo–cons and the pro–Israeli lobby in

have a commitment to the United States and thus comprise
a phalanx of alien subversion. Compare this trope with the
rhetoric that follows.

98

interview by Silvia Cattori. 99
of antisemitism, he incorporates that into the vast plot he
envisions against himself and other supporters of Palestinian
-

Now to Stop War and End Racism Coalition (ANSWER), the

tiny ethnic–religious minority representing less than
two percent of the population is able to shape US policy
in the Middle East to serve the colonial interests of a
foreign country (Israel) 109… the majority of the largest
110

7. “The Israeli Zionist regime is deeply alarmed by the
prospect of the end of the dictatorship….”101

ment in military actions in the Middle East. A number of

placards to either discard them or leave the demonstration.102
According to the Anti–Defamation League (ADL), ANSWER is one of the “Top Ten Anti–Israel Groups in Ameri103
ADL writes that “ANSWER’s rallies opposing the United
-

pearance at ANSWER rallies is valid. Throughout its criticism

the University of California, Irvine.97
and repeated incidents at Irvine in this report.] Ali is clearly
suggesting the elimination of the State of Israel, but goes

spiracy theorists including antisemites.100

Middle East actively discourage antisemitic signs and state-

-

rhetoric and the way in which clearly antisemitic signs and
statements are tolerated at public demonstrations coordinated by ANSWER. In response, ANSWER says it opposes
antisemitism and cannot control what people say or the signs
they carry at demonstrations. Critics of ANSWER’s response

Rulers and Ruled in the US Empire: Bankers, Zionists,
Militants;111 and an essay titled “The Politics of an Israeli ExPalestine Chronicle
in 2009.112
10. “Jewish media control determines the foreign policy
of the United States….”113
group promoting White supremacy and antisemitism. The
National Alliance promotes the revolutionary overthrow
of the American political system. During the 1990s, the
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conspiracy theories step over the line into antisemitism.

United States.114

and some of his critics have themselves used racist appeals,

11. “International Finance [assumed] control…and

-

takings by means of [their] predominance in the stock–
exchange...”115

The Secret
Relationship Between Blacks and Jews, it helped to clarify

Mein Kampf.116 Hitler is writing about the Jews. The
longer statement above by Hitler as edited, however, is very
similar to many current online conspiracist theories alleging
secret cabals—not only accusing Jews, but the Freemasons,

historic antisemitic conspiracy theories concerning Jewish

government, etc.117

CHIMERIC ANTISEMITISM, THE PROTOCOLS,
AND CONSPIRACY THEORIES
udice or scapegoating? Scholars of antisemitism sometimes

-

treatise that reaches the false conclusion that Jews controlled
the slave trade. The text strongly implies that Jewish ownership of and attitudes towards slaves was somehow distinct
from and more venal than ownership of and attitudes
towards slaves by non–Jews. Left unexamined are the readily
the Nation of Islam’s newspaper Final Call.
An educational brochure circulated over a decade ago
by a branch of the All African People’s Revolutionary Party
but soon descends into rampant anti–Jewish conspiracism.

about something, someone, or some group and in this case, a

conspiracy which controls the economic and political life of

118

According to David Norman Smith, Jews become
an almost total strangle–hold over the economic, political,
social and cultural life of the African community […]. They
use their money, their power, the FBI, CIA, IRS, the courts
and prisons; and many other ways to control and destroy our
122
At the same time, some
leaders of the AAPRP have confronted antisemitism within

[T]he objects of an obsessional exaggeration so extreme
danger. It is possible, of course, for other groups to

123

medieval Christendom, “soulstealers” in late–imperial
China, the Illuminati and [Freemasons] in the afterity to chimerias that we miss entirely if we revert to the
idea that, since every prejudice distorts truth to some
extent, every bias is Manichaean. Not every exaggeration is equal. Not every lie is a Big Lie.119

Henry Louis Gates Jr., in his 1992 essay in the New York
Times
-

measured against a person’s incorporation of certain claims
-

semitic forgery, The Protocols of the Elders of Zion.120

ANTISEMITISM IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY:
AN AMERICAN DILEMMA

-

Turner, and as such, they have functioned as counter–nar121
Legitimate resistance to
oppression does not, however, render conspiracy theories
accurate, useful, or acceptable. Moreover, sometimes these

The trend has been deeply disquieting for many black
intellectuals. But it is something most of us, as if by
unstated agreement, simply choose not to talk about.
At a time when black America is beleaguered on all
sides, there is a strong temptation simply to ignore the
phenomenon or treat it as something strictly marginal. And yet to do so would be a serious mistake. As
the African–American philosopher Cornel West has
insisted, attention to black anti–Semitism is crucial,
moral credibility of our struggle against racism hangs
in the balance.124
A complete analysis of this phenomenon and interaction
parts of the Muslim world is beyond the scope of this report,
but these theories can have special resonance on historically
African–American campuses.125 We do note, however, that
since the 1970s there have been short–term and long–term
discussion groups in communities across the nation where
126
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ANTISEMITISM IN ARAB & MUSLIM
INFORMATION NETWORKS

ANTISEMITISM AND THE POLITICAL LEFT:
AN UNRESOLVED PROBLEM

For many centuries Jews in Muslim areas of the Middle East
faced complicated relationships with the dominant populations ranging from persecution to acceptance. There was not

Left

Europe in the 19th century. Thus Jews did not experience the

Lerner then notes that this “does not necessarily invalidate

writes that in Islam prior to the twentieth century “Jews and
Christians, though protected as dhimmis were considered
127

This reality, reports Cohen, was

…in day–to–day life, the Jews of Islam regularly
crossed boundaries in the hierarchy to participate—
however temporarily and, at times, tenuously—as
virtual equals with Muslims of similar category.
Though always at risk of incurring Muslim wrath and
even persecution, Jews, nonetheless, enjoyed substantial security during the formative and classical periods
of Islam.128
According to Reuven Erlich, an author of Anti–Semitism
in the Contemporary Middle East,129 this situation began to
Classic Christian–European anti–Semitism infiltrated
the Ottoman Empire during the second half of the
nineteenth century along with other modern European ideas. It was encouraged by diplomats, merchants
and members of the priesthood, and spread mainly
among Christian Arabs. However, only at the beginning of the twentieth century did Middle Eastern
anti–Semitism gain momentum as a by–product of
the nascent Zionist–Arab conflict. Ever since, it included classic anti–Semitic elements—as found and
shown in many Christian medieval sources—which
had been adopted by early adherents of the Arab
nationalist movement.130
In contemporary times, conspiracy theorists from Arab
and Muslim countries sometimes weave the Protocols into
131
In 2002, Egyptian
television aired a 41–part series based on the Protocols,
132
A year later, a Syrian
television production about a vast Jewish conspiracy was
133

In 2005, the Lebanese government forced the Jordan–based
134

When he was prime minister of Malaysia in 1997, Tun

A complete analysis of this
is beyond the scope of this report.136
135

The Socialism of Fools: Anti–Semitism on the

137

The tragic irony of the past hundred years is that those
who have been involved in liberal and progressive
social change movements, instead of realizing that
they must systematically unmask this “socialism of
fools” and redirect anger at those with real power, have
instead sometimes acquiesced to and even participated
in the very belief structures that make anti–Semitism
popular. And while anti–Semitism on the left today
tends to be unconscious it has a long history of not
always being unconscious or unwitting.138
It is common to deny that antisemitism is present on the
political Left, even though it remains a problem discussed in
some sectors of the Left. It is also common to claim that all
of antisemitism.139
enough anti–Semitism at…rallies that it’s really disturbing to
gitimate case when [the charge of] anti–Semitism is so often
140

wing anti–imperialist politics intersect with anti–Israel and
interpretations. This is discussed in detail in the interview
with David Hirsh.
In 2003 Philip Green, writing in the left–liberal Nation
Magazine, tried to sort out some of the issues involved in
complaints of Left antisemitism. Green pointed out that “the
primary element in almost all left foreign–policy positions
today is, and long has been, opposition to American im141
Green agreed that this form of analysis “has
World and to exculpate its grossest tyrants, including those

Such bending over backward to support any and all
opponents or victims of the United States is a political and moral error, but again, it has nothing to do
with anti–Semitism or “Israel–bashing.” Whatever
critique we ought to make of tyrants such as Saddam Hussein or opportunists such as Yasir Arafat, it
remains the case that Israel is both the chief benefactor of American imperialism and its most visible
outpost our “most–favored nation.” Israel’s treatment
of the Palestinians takes place under the umbrella of
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American protection, with arms paid for or supplied by
the United States, with the unquestioning support of
both major political parties. And more than any other
nation today unless one counts Tony Blair as a nation
it has hitched itself to the bandwagon of American
belligerency. 142
Even if one agrees with Green, it does not mean there is
not a case for charging that antisemitic rhetoric is still being
circulated on the Left. A number of progressive Jews contin-

IS THERE A NEW ANTISEMITISM?
and opposition to the State of Israel or the Zionist
146

combat antisemitism on campus is the concept of the rise of

have been held around the country. Progressive activist April
Rosenblum challenged her Left allies to stand up against
The past didn’t go anywhere. Antisemitism didn’t
somehow naturally disappear after its worst outbreak.
Our whole activist lives are based on the understanding that oppression doesn’t go away by itself. You have
to take action. Whole peoples’ movements have to,
collectively, for a real shift to occur. When was there a
and the world and overturn antisemitism? 143
We agree there is still an unresolved problem of Left
antisemitism and we defend this view in this report in part by
fort, Alison Weir, and others.

UNWITTING ANTISEMITISM

Unwitting antisemitism is usually a combination of igno144
Someone, especially
a student who has little familiarity with Judaism, the Jewish
narratives of an ideological Judeophobic worldview.
On campuses across the United States, geopolitical
disputes around Jews and Israel draw from the deep well of
antisemitic images and rhetorical tropes. When activists on
either the Right or the Left use phrases such as “international

lating in Europe. These have been incorporated into policy
Rights and in the U.S. Civil Rights Commission after the election of President George W. Bush. The core assumption that
developed in these agencies was a New Antisemitism exists,
and that it is endemic on U.S. college campuses.
The term New Antisemitism has been employed to deestablishment of the nation–state of Israel as a geographic
and political entity created new opportunities for antisemitism. While religious and racial nationalist forms continued,
political antisemitism became more prominent.
viewed among several constituencies in the United States.
These included not only Arabs and Muslims living in the
United States, but also portions of the political Left, human
rights groups, Christian groups, and progressive Jews. For
raise the issue of Palestinian rights and calls for the condemnation of Israel’s then–recent actions at the National Council
of Churches Conference on Church and Society. 147
Since that time, support for Palestinian rights has expanded throughout various Protestant denominations. In
some cases, these concerns have been fueled by antisemitic
baggage. Clearly, since the founding of the nation–state of
Israel, both religious and racial nationalist forms of antisemitism have had political dimensions that have employed
religious or racial nationalist rhetoric, images, or tropes.
But was the New Antisemitism actually new? In 2004,

spider, or rat, it poisons the well of intellectual discourse
regardless of the intent.145
enough about the history of antisemitism not to use these
not. Based on interviews at a broad range of campuses, few
non–Jewish students had any idea of the history of antisemitic allegations, rhetoric, narratives, or imagery. Those

…the so–called “new anti–Semitism” poses a unique
challenge. Whereas classical anti–Semitism is aimed
at the Jewish people or the Jewish religion, “new anti–
Semitism” is aimed at the Jewish state. Since this anti–
Semitism can hide behind the veneer of legitimate crititask even harder is that this hatred is advanced in the
name of values most of us would consider unimpeachable, such as human rights.148
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However, he argued that anti–Israelism could be a
valid concern without asserting that it encompassed antise156

149

Never Again? by Abraham Foxman,
national director of the Anti–Defamation League; The New
Anti–Semitism, by feminist psychologist and professor Phyllis Chesler; and The Case for Israel, by Harvard law professor
150

As the words “threat” and “crisis” in the subtitles of the
books by Foxman and Chesler indicate, the “new anti–
Semitism” is generally seen, by those who proclaim
its existence, as a clear and present danger. Foxman
believes that a “frightening coalition of anti–Jewish
sentiment is forming on a global scale.” Chesler goes
even further: “Let me be clear: the war against the Jews
is being waged on many fronts militarily, politically,
economically, and through propaganda and on all continents.” She even perceives a wider threat to Western
civilization itself: “Who or what can loosen the madness that has gripped the world and that threatens to
annihilate the Jews and the West?”151

that “researchers report a 60 percent worldwide increase in
the number of assaults on Jews (or persons perceived to be
rise in conspiracy theories about Jews over the same period,
and that anti–Jewish “slogans and graphics have appeared on
152

Of course, it is tempting just to merge the two pathologies. One prejudice is directed against the presupposed
negative characteristics of an entire ethnic/religious
group; the other is directed against the presupposed
negative policies and proclivities of a nation–state,
which, in this case, is largely peopled by that ethnic/
religious group. One can easily be suspicious.
as a discrete phenomenon, dangerous in its own terms,
whether it is or is not caused by antisemitism. It can be
lars, by the universal symptoms, the Four Horsemen
of all prejudice: prejudgment, stereotype, double
standard, scapegoat. 157
The heart of this debate is a disagreement within the leadership of the Jewish community in the United States over the

Rabbi Michael Lerner argues that “The ADL and other
because they “draw the line in such a way as to identify as
158
Critics to Lerner’s right suggested that the
progressive Jewish community was engaging in antisemitism. In 2007, Lerner answered those critics in an article
159

The authors under review tend to lump all these facts
together, along with a wealth of evidence for what
they see as an explosion of bias against Israel: in the
media, in the United Nations, on college campuses
and elsewhere. They conclude that there is a single
ever, while the facts give cause for serious concern, the
idea that they add up to a new kind of anti–Semitism is
confused. Moreover, this confusion, combined with a
McCarthyite tendency to see anti–Semites under every
bed, arguably contributes to the climate of hostility
toward Jews. The result is to make matters worse for
the very people these authors mean to defend. 153
Around the same time, Earl Raab set up a useful frame
for understanding the debate over the concept of a “New
According to Raab, all
of these can exist independently of each other or be blended.
How do we sort this out? Raab argued that it had “become
customary to ascribe all anti–Israelism, a term that has come
154

From the moment I started
twenty
years ago as “the liberal alternative to Commentary
and the voices of Jewish conservatism and spiritual
deadness in the organized Jewish community,” our
magazine has been attacked in much of the organized
Jewish community as “self–hating Jews” (though our
editorial advisory board contains some of the most
creative Jewish theologians, rabbis, Israeli peace activThe reason? We believe that Israeli policy toward
Palestinians, manifested most dramatically in the
Occupation of the West Bank for what will soon be
forty years and in the refusal of Israel to take any moral
responsibility for its part in the creation of the Arab
refugee problem, is immoral, irrational, self–destructive, a violation of the highest values of the Jewish
people, and a serious impediment to world peace. 160
At the start of the new millennium, many in the international community were deeply concerned with what they saw

155

Raab observed that the idea that “new antisemitism is
nothing but the old antisemitism in the guise of anti–Is-

incidents, particularly within Europe. By 2004, global initia-
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the auspices of European Union.162

double standards.

State Department was in the process
throughout the world.163
Semitism Review Act on October 16, 2004 saying,
“Defending freedom also means disrupting the evil
164

Following the initial European Union antisemitism seminar in February, Israel’s Minister for Jerusalem and Diaspora
on the contemporary nature of antisemitism. Antisemitism

165

Something

distinct brand of antisemitism which particularly concerned
antisemitism “that is genocidal in nature against both Jews

sulting in an explosion of global anti–Semitism. It has
tacks are not about a nation state, they are about Jews.
A hideous and grotesque double standard clearly exists
in my mind. Anti–Zionism has long been a code word
when anti–Israel and anti–Zionism is anti–Semitism.
First, let me say anti–Zionism is anti–Semitism. There
should be no debate about that. After all, what is anti–
Zionism but the denial of Jewish nationalism?
ticles by so–called anti–Israel critics leads to a blurring of the
line of what is legitimate criticism of policies of the State of
168

This statement, combined with his statement that “anti–

166

countries’ response to growing “Arab/Islamic anti–Semitism

political stance or belief about the State of Israel not to be
labeled antisemitism.

viduals, but as something that could be endorsed and acted

tism in Haaretz
the report by European Monitoring Centre on Racism and

concerning state–sponsored antisemitism. Combating this

Agency (FRA) on Antisemitism in the European Union. The
EUMC had published two reports that spring.169
-

role in the bilateral relations between the United States and
the Arab and Muslim worlds. Diplomatic relations between
the United States and other states should assert that antithose who said it had no right to exist as a nation–state. If

coded antisemitism, to outright bigotry and vitriol.

-

vated by tensions in the Middle East, but Foxman later wrote,
the EUMC “downplayed this new element in anti–Semitism in
170

the largest group of the perpetrators of antisemitic activities
171

Foxman and the ADL felt that what was “missing from
these stories were the revelations of the actual report – of the
172
He argued that violent
incidents were being primarily perpetrated by Muslim immigrant youth, and expressed concern over the report’s failure
173

semitism, determining whether a statement or behavior

-

in Haaretz, Israel’s oldest daily newspaper, which publishes
167

tion concerned with developments in Europe. On March
26, 2004—at approximately the same time that the EUMC
released its report—the American Jewish Committee (AJC)
released its own report, which found that “the pronounced
increase in animosity towards Jews and Israel across Western
ism, the Jewish national movement that led to the creation
of Israel, are in fact using that as subterfuge for propagating
174

determining whether criticism amounted to antisemitism.
He wrote that the line between “legitimate criticism of a
-

the AJC’s 11th International Leadership Conference on May
9, 2004. The conference’s focus was “Confronting Antisemi-

CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011 <<< PAGE 20 >>> WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

the EUMC by saying that
175

The situation in the Middle East clearly has an impact
on antisemitic patterns of behaviour in Europe—after
the Israeli incursion into Jenin, for example, there was
a marked rise in antisemitic incidents in Europe. Our
report makes a clear statement: criticism towards Israel can become antisemitic, but it is not so per se. The
context must always be considered. But, for example,
the demonization of Israel and the denial of its right to
exist are clearly antisemitic in our view.176
current situation regarding antisemitism in some European
177

audiences, the United States government was conducting its
own inventory of antisemitic incidents from July 1, 2003 to
December 15, 2004.178 The U.S. Department of State issued
underscoring its commitment to eradicating antisemitism,
as well as providing a country–by–country overview of antisemitic incidents and trends.179

vaded Europe and some countries in other parts of the
world for centuries. This includes ultra–nationalists
and others who assert that the Jewish community controls governments, the media, international business,

between objective criticism of Israeli policies and anti–
Semitism.
Europe’s growing Muslim population, based on longstanding antipathy toward both Israel and Jews, as
well as Muslim opposition to developments in Israel
and the occupied territories, and more recently in Iraq.
tion that spills over to Israel, and to Jews in general

-

180

The report found that three out of four triggers of antiIsrael.
study focused on Middle East tensions and Israel. When re-

ingly were responsible for most of the other incidents.
This trend appears likely to persist as the number of
Muslims in Europe continues to grow while their level
of education and economic prospects remain limited. In
Eastern Europe, with a much smaller Muslim population, skinheads and others members of the radical
political fringe were responsible for most anti–Semitic
incidents.
Soon after the U.S report was issued, the EUMC estab-

Antisemitism is a certain perception of Jews, which
may be expressed as hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical
and physical manifestations of antisemitism are directed toward Jewish or non–Jewish individuals and/or
their property, toward Jewish community institutions
and religious facilities.
In addition, such manifestations could also target
the state of Israel, conceived as a Jewish collectivity.
Antisemitism frequently charges Jews with conspiring
to harm humanity, and it is often used to blame Jews
for “why things go wrong.” It is expressed in speech,
writing, visual forms and action, and employs sinister
stereotypes and negative character traits.
Contemporary examples of antisemitism in public life,
the media, schools, the workplace, and in the religious
sphere could, taking into account the overall context,
include, but are not limited to:
harming of Jews in the name of a radical ideology or an
extremist view of religion.
or stereotypical allegations about Jews as such or
the power of Jews as collective — such as, especially
but not exclusively, the myth about a world Jewish
conspiracy or of Jews controlling the media, economy,
government or other societal institutions.
real or imagined wrongdoing committed by a single
Jewish person or group, or even for acts committed by
non–Jews.
chambers) or intentionality of the genocide of the Jewish people at the hands of National Socialist Germany
and its supporters and accomplices during World War
II (the Holocaust).
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to consider the evidence on the nature of contemporary

of inventing or exaggerating the Holocaust.

consider further measures that might be introduced. The

Israel, or to the alleged priorities of Jews worldwide,
than to the interests of their own nations.
Examples of the ways in which antisemitism manifests
itself with regard to the State of Israel taking into account the overall context could include:
termination, e.g., by claiming that the existence of a
State of Israel is a racist endeavor.
behavior not expected or demanded of any other democratic nation.
sic antisemitism (e.g., claims of Jews killing Jesus or
blood libel) to characterize Israel or Israelis.

-

policy to that of the Nazis.
the State of Israel.
However, criticism of Israel similar to that leveled
against any other country cannot be regarded as antisemitic.
by law (for example, denial of the Holocaust or distribution of antisemitic materials in some countries).
Criminal acts are antisemitic when the targets of attacks, whether they are people or property—such as
buildings, schools, places of worship and cemeteries—
are selected because they are, or are perceived to be,
Jewish or linked to Jews.
Antisemitic discrimination is the denial to Jews of opportunities or services available to others and is illegal
in many countries.
The EUMC’s inclusion of criticism of Israel proved to be

form of conversations, discussions, or pronouncements,
made in public or private, which cross the line of acceptabiltone when Jews are discussed, whether in print or broadcast,
183

We are concerned that anti–Jewish themes and
remarks are gaining acceptability in some quarters
in public and private discourse in Britain and there is
a danger that this trend will become more and more
evidence we received, it is this phenomenon that has
contributed to an atmosphere where Jews have become
more anxious and more vulnerable to abuse and attack
than at any other time for a generation or longer.184
an extensive discussion.185

ing that the parliamentary initiative was concerned with the
The report further focused on antisemitism on British
university campuses. This assessment gives a perspective
that shines a productive light on circumstances at their
American counterparts. Jewish university students in the
of campus life. However, the study found that the contemporary situation in the Middle East was causing tensions
between members of student bodies on some campuses.
In some instances, Jewish students were being intimidated
or harassed. “Jewish students have become increasingly
Israel and the failure of student bodies and organisations
to clearly and forcefully condemn antisemitism when it oc186

in condemning the Far Right when it was antisemitic, “when
left wing or pro–Palestinian discourse around the Middle
East is manipulated and used as a vehicle for anti–Jewish language and themes, the antisemitism is harder to recognise
187

182

Simultaneously, there was also a govern-

though it was restricted to college and university campuses.
The U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights. ]

Typical tensions on campus could be at-

union motions, and academic boycotts.188
antisemitism on university campuses was delivered not to
the government, but to the higher education sector. For its
part, the government pledged itself to “helping institutions
189
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-

the
government noted that many institutions chose to go further

antisemitism allowed Jews to put themselves on the right
side of history. One of the things we shouldn’t get too hung

holistically. The government cited an updated good practice
-

because they’re not.
left have been part of a global anti-Zionist struggle and they
don’t seem to recognize the boundaries. There’s another ques-

read in tandem.190

to be a misunderstanding of Zionism as a monolithic project
that has remained unchanged since the late 1800s, and that

calling out the UCU for its choice to boycott.191
192

As the EUMC transformed into the FRA, follow–up
Marxists [and] historical materialists, yet their narrative and
late 19th century, which will be explained [as] a racist idea
that Jews and other people couldn’t live together. And every

193

INTERVIEW

of reasoning is that material things happened in Europe and
in the Middle East and in Russia in the 20th century which

A CONVERSATION WITH DAVID HIRSH
ON WHEN ANTI-IMPERIALISM BECOMES
ANTISEMITISM
David Hirsh is a Lecturer in Sociology at Goldsmiths
College, University of London. He is the author of An-

also need to understand the social and material realties of
Jewish life.

completed his MA in Philosophy and Social Theory

The formula that has emerged in anti-Zionist circles recently

-

Crimes against Humanity and International Law. He
was interviewed in June 2009.

but it also changes the understanding that Zionism changed
dramatically after WWII because of the Holocaust.

racist and of some sort of progressive political bent have a
antisemitic statements, they have a hard time seeing it in the
same context of a broader global anti-racist struggle. Why do

derstand it, if it’s right-wing they understand it, if it’s some
sort of very simple worldview of racism and anti-racism. If it
comes from the Left and it comes from people who are antiing and understanding what’s going on. There [are] many
reasons for that.

tion, is because it set out to exterminate the Jews. And exter-

nation, there never was a plan of extermination, and there is
no mass murder and there is no genocide. So why do people
It seems to me that one of the reasons people raise that as

-

on Jews when it is said that the Jews or Israelis have become
similar to those who persecuted them. And of course it does

Christian antisemitism allowed people to convert to Chris-

sorts of serious historical analogies for the rise of Jewish and

very clear. It allowed no exceptions. It allowed no escape
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Palestinian nationalism in the Middle East.

and because she called herself a Holocaust survivor, people

of Jew-baiting. It’s literally that. It is a charge whose function
is to upset and to annoy and to wind up.

Berlet: In terms of the consistency issue. If critics of the idea
-

often in these discussions people exceptionalize Israel. They

do with the Holocaust learned nothing from it because they
an experience which made people better, or more left-wing,
or more anti-racist. There was no silver lining to the Holocaust.
What did people learn? People learned next time, don’t rely
cide, next time have bigger friends, next time have a state
with which you can defend yourself, and next time have
The idea that the Jews should have learned something from
-

one thing or learn one thing is problematic. It’s an idea

second Jew so a third Jew can live in Palestine. Point being,
didn’t have much mass purchase in Europe in the 1920s.
Why? Because nobody wanted to go live in a swamp on the
coastal plain of Palestine.
one could be for or one could be against. One could be
a Bundist, one could be a socialist—actually all of these
movements were movements of the Left, were radical
movements, were anti-racist movements. And of course the
[political] Right didn’t want to have anything to do with any
of them.
at that time—It was an idea with which one could agree or
disagree and enter into discussions.

much sense.

Things changed. After the experience of antisemitism in
Europe, after the Holocaust when Europe attempted to wipe
itself clean of Jews, after the pushing out of the Jews from
the cosmopolitan cities of the Middle East, after the experi-

yet people say this about the Jews routinely—and some seri-

’73, Israel is no longer an idea, actually.

In my own institution, I went down the corridor six months
which a women who was presented as a Holocaust survivor
very well-attended.

good political movement or a bad political movement. And
one doesn’t do that with Croatia or with France or with the
United States. Is the United States a good idea or a bad idea?
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Well, who cares—the United States exists. We oppose de-

were brutally suppressed about a year ago when they went

against racism, blah blah blah. But nation-states are not
political movements and Israel isn’t a political movement.

So why would the Observer

nations are settler-nations in some sense. Nations classically and pretty well always have been carved out by national
movements, which aim to create an idea of nationhood

to understand Israelis and Palestinians as being symbolic of
much, much bigger, much, much more important things.
So the importance of Israelis and Palestinians is blown up
out of all proportion.

idea of nationhood.
It’s a classic and ordinary history for nation-states, and it’s
not pleasant anywhere actually, and of course Israel has
than many states, but not than many others—because after
the fall of the Soviet Union, for example, there was another
huge wave of nationalism and the creation of nation-states
and national self-determination. That came often with the

stand and to construct the Jews as being centrally important
to everything that happens in the world. The Jews are not
centrally important to everything that happens in the world.
people, actually.

What comes with that then is an idea that Palestinians
become the symbolic oppressed of the whole world, and
Israelis and the Jews who argue [on the side of Israel]
become symbolic of the oppressors throughout the world.
One can see very straightforwardly how that can lead easily
to conspiracy theory and to a reconstruction of the Jews as
being central to everything that goes wrong in the world. So
because Israel and Palestine are treated as though they were

and anti-nationalists, but in truth, the way they relate to
Israel is not the way they relate to anywhere else on the
planet. For example, the boycott [sanctions and divestiture
the boycott in my trade union recently it was interesting because there was a lot of rhetoric [about] the Israeli incursion
-

threat, usually through conspiracy theory, or a huge threat
because the Jews didn’t accept Jesus, or a huge threat
because the Jews were heralds of modernity and therefore

the targets—[and] of course the targets base themselves in
civilian areas.

always constructed] as centrally important to what hap-

view the Israelis shouldn’t have been doing it. However,

one sees the construction of Israel as though it were centrally important to everything that happens in the world, then
one is in danger of seeing a similar pattern emerging.

Tamil Tigers what the Israelis didn’t to Hamas—that is, they
-

One often sees people who claim that the Israel-Palestine
the Middle East. There was an interesting version of that in
the … Observer. The morning after the election in Iran, there

civilians one by one and found the Tamil Tigers and dealt
with them.

what had happened in the election [yet], and the editorial
said, “The election may have been stolen by Ahmadine-

union conference there’s an emergency motion about Sri

happens, the most important event is Bibi Netanyahu’s

people get up and say there’s a history of colonialism and a
peace movement which fell apart, there’s important things

speech by a rather tedious Israeli politician is more important than the stealing of an election in Iran and the fact that
there’s a huge mass popular movement against that stealing
of that election. Iran is hugely important in its own right, for
Iranians. It’s an old state with a huge culture of its own, with
a democratic tradition of its own, with a revolutionary tradi-

perfectly normal [and] reasonable trade union values.
The debate then moves straight on to Israel, and the debate
hinges only around the idea of boycotting Israeli academics—the idea that Israeli academics need to be punished and
Israelis need to be shown that their academics are not part of
a global academic community. What about the University of
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actually, although in truth many, many Palestinians don’t

anger which spreads not only to the Israeli state but to Israeli

expressing their politics and their resistance [other] than
Then there’s another level [of] that discussion, which is
one might say that if you were brought up in a Palestinian

portray Israel as though there’s no distinction between the
people and the state. So who do we punish? We punish the
people, the academics. Why? Because they are the state.
[That’s a] very threatening and menacing view, to say that

Jews. But what about us, in universities outside of Palestine?
What’s our responsibility in those discussions? And it seems
to me that we have a particular responsibility to stand up

do that with Israel and they shouldn’t do it.

is understandable within Palestine.
Berlet: A point you’ve made is that in other forms of racism
seems to be part of the equation of discussing not just the
state of Israel and the politics of the government of Israel, but

With the issue of Israel it’s collapsed even further so that not
only is it the state of Israel and the government of Israel and

goes that Israel behaves badly, and I don’t disagree with

in this “conspiracy.”
men of Hamas actually said publicly that since the Israelis

-

-

ment from an antisemitic movement, which was promisseriously by anybody, by anti-racists—nobody expressed

goes along with that territory. That’s why it’s very important
the occupation should come to an end and there should be a
settlement between the Israelis and Palestinians.
behaves badly in Palestine, then it’s reasonable for people to

symbolically again. The Twin Towers are raised to symbolTowers? They were cleaners and technicians and all sorts of
tects of global capital. And of course similarly—even more
clearly—when buses are blown up in Tel Aviv. Rich people
in Tel Aviv don’t go around in buses [partly] because they get
blown up. So there’s a symbolism to the blowing up of buses
which has nothing to do with the reality of it.
Isn’t it interesting to see the Palestinians gaining some

ing which has no relation to politics, to a serious political
tradition of the left of anti-hegemonic politics which says …
“We have to build a politics that doesn’t replicate what we’re
It’s often said, “Well what can one expect from Palestinians
who endure occupation? One can only expect that they will

explicitly and sometimes not. One doesn’t do that in other
places. If one said, “Well, it’s reasonable to be misogynistic
because women do nag a lot and they do get annoying, and
of logic.
But the logic which says, “Well Jews behave badly in the
of lobby in order to defend that bad behavior … and therement amongst anti-racist circles. Why? There’s no reason
transformation of hostility against human rights abuses into
I was in a debate with Seamus Milne who is a Guardian

feel [can be] manifested in a language of antisemitism or in a
trope of antisemitism.
How do we deal with that, how do we understand that? Now
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it seems to me that Seamus Milne’s argument was what we
was meant. He invents a rather Stalinist and a rather mystical notion of the real spirit of Palestinian resistance. And
the real spirit of Palestinian resistance [Milne says] has been
democratic and liberational. If it happens at one time or
another to be expressed or manifested in the language of anthe real language of Palestine of resistance and liberation.

“Why are these tropes and these images being replayed and
In a sense it shouldn’t surprise us—people have a hostility to
of it not. But putting that aside for one moment—if you want
to express hostility to Israel and if you want to express hos-

ism starts with something real in the world. It starts with
some real grievance or some real hatred or some real thing

abuses, then available to you is a huge cultural reservoir of
ways in which you can express hostility to Jews.

And it’s that transformation of real grievance into a racial

often in rhetoric which is anti-Israeli, these tropes and these
images from previous antisemitisms are replicated. Now
if you’re replicating these tropes and these ideas and these

There’s conspiracy theory, there’s blood libel, there’s a whole

oppose. One of the reasons we have to oppose that is because
then it becomes a thing in itself. So White people who are
worried about poverty or poor housing—if they then trans-

not doing it because you hate Jews or because you’re a convinced racist, you’re doing it because there is a reservoir of
against Jews.
Let me give you one example. There was a poster which

is articulated through the language of Jew-hatred, then we

immediately that a combination of blood and food and Jews
is already problematic. And the message of that poster is
very clear—the message of that poster says that Jews are
trying to give you food which is contaminated by the blood

who do antisemitic things or who say antisemitic things in
tion shouldn’t be, “Does somebody intend to harm Jews or

-

should disgust you, it should encourage you and remind you
There is a long history of this idea that Jews mix the blood of
-

should be, “What is the nature of the arguments people are
Jews should be excluded from campuses, or if they’re saying

conceivable that [the designer] has never heard of the blood
So this should be a lesson to us that we need to be careful.

If one is saying that the Jews or the Israel lobby are responJews have been held responsible for every war—there’s nothing new about this. In the Hamas charter it says explicitly
the Jews were responsible for the French Revolution and the
Russian Revolution and [for] global imperialism, for the First
World War and for the Second World War …
In Britain there was a peace movement against the Boer
War, and many people in that movement argued that the
British Empire was being manipulated by Jewish diamond
in the Stop The War coalition today have any clue that their
people who were in the stop the war coalition at the time of
the Boer War … who said that behind this imperialist action
is Jewish diamond interests. There’s no conception of the

of hostile and angry response. The response is absolutely
standard—the response to anyone who raises the issue of
the response is that “you’re accusing me of antisemitism not
because you believe there is antisemitism but in order to

Anyone who’s ever called on this or that antisemitic comment … produces the same response. The response is to accuse the Jews who raise the issue of antisemitism of doing so
in a despicable and dishonest way in order to close down free
speech. [It is a] very serious allegation. It’s an allegation that
allegation that says that I’m not an academic … not a socioloThis same [experience] happened to Harold Jacobson, the
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Churchill’s play Seven Jewish Children. The play made an ar-

much more interesting than that.
More recently … there’s something interesting that’s hap-

ways in which Jews bring up their children to be unconhave … come to the fore.

Palestinian children.
he said the play was antisemitic. Caryl Churchill replies,
Meaning Howard Jacobson [is] not an intellectual, he’s not a
tism. He’s really interested in doing is using antisemitism

-

society that doesn’t teach people about the history of allega-

the exact same allegations against the “Other.” In this case
there are techniques people use to demonize an “other,” and

that exists.

social theory. We can show that the powerful are in charge

related. We can do all that.
example, were very aware of. George Orwell was very aware
ety the most successfully were the totalitarians.
It was the totalitarians who said, “We don’t believe in

trying to understand the world, [have made it] illegitimate
to try to understand the world. And this is true on a popular
level, but also in a serious professorial level.

left with is power. If all notions of authority or democracy or
-

not copy.
things about the society in which we live, about modernity,
where the power is in the hands of a small number of people,

believe in a conspiracy. But there’s a history to this, and the
history is very interesting.

cynicism about the values of democracy, but [also about the]
values of the Left. The Left I was brought up in was a place
we tried to change the world. Changing human beings was
part of changing the world. Now it’s evident that there is a
problem.

there’s an argument which says sociology itself was invented

As my good friend Robert Fine [in Political Investigations:
Hegel, Marx, Arendt
existing society in one hand—and we also have to under-

explicitly to undercut antisemitic conspiracy theory. Marx—
structural account of capitalism which doesn’t rely on a con-

rise of conspiracy theory.

come away with the idea that that’s precisely what [Marx]
does. They write in their essays, “Well there are a small
come out with conspiracy theory. But of course Capital is
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EXPLORING ISLAMOPHOBIA
EXPLORING

ANTISEMITISM

that groups that represent the interests of Jews use the term
196
antisemitism.195
One of the most com-

By ChiP Berlet

in Great Britain, which explored the complex interactions

OUR CAMPUS INTERVIEWS REVEALED a startling level of ignorance about Islam and the ethno-cultural practices of Mus-

and violence. The Trust states that Islamophobia is being

Rohany Nayan, a doctoral candidate at the University of

terfaith Lubar Institute for the Study of Abrahamic Religions
on campus. She told us that for a campus that considers itself
sophisticated, she found the level of ignorance on campus
Now I’m at UW Madison, which is well–known for
liberal thoughts, and being Democrats and all that
my department but the classes I’ve gone to or the social
functions I’ve gone to, it’s really scary to think of the
statements that come out of their mouths. I’m just like
WHOA! You know, you might want to look into it a little
more before you make that statement. And imagine,
this is a professor, and imagine uninformed Americans,
and especially Americans who have never met or spoken
to a Muslim, imagine the misunderstanding that can
occur.194
This theme of ignorance shaping attitudes will come up
repeatedly in this section.
In the decade since 9/11, individuals from a variety of
Muslim faith traditions and national origins have experiinstances where non–Muslims expressed the belief that they
were being trained as terrorists or were abusing their college
education as a cover for terrorist activity. Muslim college students have also been caught up in more general anti–immigrant rhetoric and have heard strangers express doubts about
whether they are in the United States legally. Assertions such
as historian Samuel Huntington’s argument that Islam is “a
riority of their culture and are obsessed with the inferiority
campus media environment portrays images of Muslims as
either hyper–violent, hypersexual or sexually repressed, or a
combination of the three. Students and occasionally Muslim
are hurt by these canards and can be at a loss about how to
respond to them.
ly, they fail to distinguish among Arabs and Arab–Americans

WHAT IS ISLAMOPHOBIA?

Most groups in the United States that represent the interests of Muslims use the term Islamophobia in the same way

-

sponsive to change.

have values in common with other cultures, is not

barbaric, irrational, primitive, and sexist.
supportive of terrorism, and engaged in a “clash of

political or military advantage.
out of hand.
-

tory practices towards Muslims and exclusion of
Muslims from mainstream society.
mal.197

-

Contemporary Islamophobia rests on a long history of

Hostility towards Islam and Muslims has been a
feature of European societies since the eighth century

-

-

was not the same as the hostility that was expressed
and mobilised in the Crusades. Nor was the hostility
during the time of the Ottoman Empire or that which
prevailed throughout the age of empires and colonialism. It may be more apt to speak of “Islamophobias” rather than of a single phenomenon
[emphasis ours]. Each version of Islamophobia has its
own features as well as similarities with, and borrowings from, other versions.198
It is important to be aware of how Islam was seen in
Europe over many centuries, because these tropes are the
basis for most contemporary narratives about violent Islam
threatening the survival of American and/or broader Western
culture. Some Christians who assert that Islam is a threat to
national survival argue that the ultimate goal of Islam (seen
sacred text) is to establish a global caliphate and subdue all
irony in the fact that using this interpretive model, the same
can be said about Christianity.
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A few days after 9/11, conservative columnist Ann CoulWe should invade their countries, kill their leaders and
convert them to Christianity. We weren’t punctilious
about locating and punishing only Hitler and his top

-

203

world–famous revivalist preacher Billy Graham,
204

civilians. That’s war. And this is war.199
Coulter combined tropes about the Crusades and the war

Coalition, said of Muslims, “They want to coexist
until they can control, dominate and then, if need

-

-

media produces and circulates spurious claims about Islam

your son to die for him. Christianity is a faith in
205

claims range from biased to alarmist to demonstrably false.
While there is a broad and troubling circulation of antisemitic materials easily available over the internet from both
domestic and international sources, this ad hoc collection
does not rise to the same level of systematic circulation of the
Islamophobic materials in America’s commercial media.

I think Osama bin Laden is probably a very dedicated
follower of Muhammad. He’s done exactly what
Muhammad said to do, and we disagree with him
obviously, and I’m sure many moderate Muslims do as
well, but you can’t say the Muslim religion is a religion
of peace. It’s not.206

AFTER 9/11
THE STATISTICS

The U.S. Department of Justice compilation of crimes based

ARABOPHOBIA INTERSECTS WITH
ISLAMOPHOBIA

Islamophobia is often mixed in with Arabophobia.207 We

percent of the U.S. population, some 14 percent of crimes
based on religious discrimination target Muslims. A Pew
Research Center survey found that a few months after the

through March 2011, when it was 40 percent. According
to a 2011 Pew study, most “conservatives [and] Tea Party sup200

at 67 percent; conservative Republicans at 66 percent; and
White evangelicals at 66 percent as compared to White mainline churchgoers, who were at 43 percent. Among the least
at 24 and 29 percent respectively.

THE RHETORIC

After 9/11, a number of American right–wing evangelicals
excoriated Islam in the broadest terms. According to Paul S.

-

ethnic Arab families and are never Muslim, are often lumped
into this category as targets of bigotry.208
A guide written for reporters at the Detroit Free Press ofLike all people, Arab Americans are too often described
in simplistic terms. Although the Arab culture is one
of the oldest on Earth, it is, in many parts of the United
States, misunderstood. There are no easy, one–size–
Arabs, and to distinguish them from one another.209

201

Boyer argued that there was a “shadowy but vital way that belief in biblical prophecy is helping mold grass–roots attitudes

ISLAMOPHOBIA IN THE LARGER SOCIETY

There were also plenty of public pronouncements by
Christian Right leaders articulating Islamophobic senti-

mendous sense of anxiety and fear in the United States. Mil-

202

a religion now faced the reality that the terrorism was carried

of war... [American Muslims] should be encouraged

religion of Islam.

CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011 <<< PAGE 30 >>> WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

Our literature review and research suggest that there are
210

in the United States. In the 2000 presidential election, 32
percent of the votes George W. Bush received came from
church–going White evangelicals; and 14 percent of all vot-

211
212

223

Starting in the late 1970s, the Christian Right became

hardline Israeli government policies;

213

tives, corporate conservatives, libertarians, and others who
swept Ronald Reagan into the presidency.224 The Christian
Right is composed primarily of politically conservative

-

gogues;

214
215

broader Patriot Movement;216
ist groups.217

-

-

through elections and legislation. The Christian Right and its

These sectors do not comprise a united alliance, and
some groups are openly critical of—and at times vociferously oppositional toward—groups in other sectors. At the

225

By the 1990s there was another growing theo–politi-

the outcome without any cooperation. In a few cases there is
218
One that
stands out in producing Islamophobia is the alliance of the
neoconservatives with the Christian Right.219
The domestic sectors listed above are reinforced in their
Muslims and the religion of Islam built on top of pre–exista constituency on the political Right in the United States.
The Islamophobic claims that originate in these sectors are
introduced to campus by students who have learned them

-

APOCALYPTIC CHRISTIAN RIGHT
ISLAMOPHOBIA

End Times battle between good and evil, after which triumphant Christians would welcome the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ. In this scenario, devout Christians were seen as
mandated by God to defend Israel.
Paul S. Boyer, who studies Christian apocalyptic beliefs,
argues that the relationship between U.S. foreign policy and
-

221

Boyer’s views are shared by other authors.222

embraced by many in the Christian Right as well as a number
of conservative Republican politicians, at least in terms of
political rhetoric.226
Christians to support the most hardline political forces in
Israel regarding Palestinian demands for control of land.227
are those who tie the religion of Islam to the forces of Satan
building an earthly End Times army to battle Godly Christians for control of the planet. As an example, Boyer points
to Hal Lindsey’s prophecy novel, Blood Moon, published in
1996. In the novel, “Israel, in retaliation for a planned nuclenuclear assault on the entire Arab world. Genocide, in short,
228
In
Islam as the false religion of the Antichrist.
Popular Christian fundamentalist author Tim LaHaye be-

was not until the 1970s that some fundamentalist Christians
began an earnest discussion as to whether or not the return
of Jews to the Promised Land was a sign of the approachThe
Late Great Planet Earth, published in 1970 by a respected
Christian publishing house.220 The basic narrative claim was

East. According to Boyer, “religion has always had an enor-

-

-

of liberals promoting secular humanism, immorality, and
subversion.229
create the Left Behind series of Christian apocalyptic novels,
which have sold more than 70 million copies.
Israel, blasts the Left Behind authors because they
promote conspiracy theories; they demonize proponents of arms control, ecumenicalism, abortion rights
and everyone else disliked by the Christian right; and
they justify assassination as a political tool. Their
anti–Jewishness is exceeded by their anti–Catholicism.
Most basically, they reject the very idea of open, democratic debate. In the world of Left Behind, there exists
a single truth, based on a purportedly literal reading
of Scripture; anyone who disagrees with that truth is
deceived or evil.”230
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The main villain of the Left Behind
nberg notes, is “Nicolae Carpathia, the man who turned the
United Nations into a one–world government with himself as
231

between apocalyptic prophecy and U.S. foreign policy in
Midnight Call: The
Prophetic Voice for the Endtimes. Promotional mailings have

to Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting.236
Liberal Fascism that liberals and
their socialist allies were pushing America down a slippery
slope toward tyranny through totalitarian social planning
and political correctness.237 An authentic academic expert
of fascism and scolded Goldberg for capitulating to the “the

Saddam’s Mystery Babylon: Revealing the Hidden Agenda
of the Most Sinister Entity in the Bible.232

components of the Left, from anarchists and Marxists to
238

In terms of the campus debate over antisemitism, many

Anticipating George W. Bush, prophecy writers in the
late 20th century also quickly zeroed in on Saddam
Hussein. If not the Antichrist himself, they suggested,
Saddam could well be a forerunner of the Evil One.
In full–page newspaper advertisements during the
Persian Gulf War of 1991, the organization Jews for
Jesus declared that Saddam “represents the spirit of
Antichrist about which the Bible warns us…233

debt to the Christian Right and support campaigns against
Leftist ideas on campus with slogans against “political corof Middle East and Islamic Studies programs, and antisemitism as expressed in campus antiwar and pro–Palestinian
demonstrations.
The result, somewhat unexpectedly, is that College

Other scholars have examined how apocalypticism in the
Christian Right functioned during the Presidential administration of George W. Bush, especially after 9/11.234
While bashing Arabs and Muslims as possible agents of
the Antichrist is common in this sector of Christian fundamentalism, special warnings are also issued against global

and leftist students; but also integrate this with support for
hardline policies in Israel and U.S. military intervention in
the Middle East. All too often this is accompanied by slogans,

A detailed study of this factor was released as the report
Same Hate, New Target: Islamophobia and its Impact in the
United States; January 2009–December 2010. The report was
lamic Relations (CAIR).239 The report lists the variety of ways

and one–world government.

SUBVERSION PANICS, PATRIOTS, AND
PUNDITS

-

that produce and circulate claims about Islam, Muslims
living in the United States, and campus incidents involving
antisemitism. In an alarming number of cases, individuals
and groups have produced dubious claims against Muslims
that range from biased to alarmist to demonstrably false. We
commercial media exists to produce and circulate biased
claims about Judaism or Jews living in the United States.

Obsession to

-

National security fears connected to 9/11 were transformed into political ads fashioned by right–wing ideologues focusing on the purported domestic threat and
role or status of the American Muslim community in
the “war on terrorism.” The real strategic goal behind
this approach is to increase the voter turnout of their
base while chipping away margins from the opponents
or alternatively bringing more of the independents into
their camp. Islamophobia worked as planned and Tea
Party and…[Republican] candidates in general rode the

235

ments of fact at Town Hall confrontations and within the Tea
Rush Limbaugh, and the late Andrew Breitbart.
appeared in several forms, ranging from “nefarious whisper

The 2010 elections witnessed a rising popular tide
and a nasty healthcare debate. This popular tide in–
part coalesced into the Tea Party and was strategically
redirected into a political campaign opposing President
Barack Obama’s policies across the board. This strat-
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and the result of some form of Islamophobia.
In the worst cases, there have been physical assaults. In
2007 at Guilford College in North Carolina, a group of six
football players was charged with beating up three Palestinian students. 241 Assessing this overall situation, Brian Levin,
director of the Center for the Study of Hate and Extremism
at California State University, San Bernardino, suggested,
“What we have here is a climate where Islamophobia is not
only considered mainstream, it’s considered patriotic by

egy found resonance in the utilization and deployment
of Islamophobia.
In addition, during the midterm elections in 2010, the
Center for Race and Gender “documented the following
-

ably or alternatively depicting Muslims as being

ing Islam as something foreign and to be feared, the

242

ish students facing antisemitism, Muslim students experi-

-

-

uct of ignorance and bias fostered by cultural stereotypes in
the media and public discourse and those which are directly
and deliberately malicious.
as mentioned previously, the voicing of concerns that Muslim and Arab students are abusing their college education
as a cover for terrorist activity or to return home and plan

America faces an imminent enforcement of Sharia
law.

students may be in the United States without the proper
documentation.243 On analysis, most of these Islamophobic
incidents seemed to be unpremeditated, and are types of
idiosyncratic behaviors that can be overcome by educational

the debate in the mainstream, without [discussants]

The more volatile incidents occur when bigoted Islamo-

claims.
conspiracy related to targeted candidates.

-

phobia production in the campaigns.

-

with a history of Islamophobic statements (such as claims
that Islam is inherently violent) or screening Islamophobic
Obsession), can be a tactic to
This type of deliberate, Islamophobic behavior is exempliAt the University of Washington, Muslim Student Association members reported they felt safe on campus, but ex-

240

CONSTRUCTING ISLAMOPHOBIA ON CAMPUS

campus and in the surrounding community. When returning home from campus, however, these students found their

on September 11, 2001, has direct implications for Muslim
students whether they are immigrants or American–born.

lash that typically scapegoats immigrants during a recession
The experience of Islamophobia by Muslim students
in the United States varies greatly by campus. A survey of

general public. Social science studies have shown that the
media can play both negative and positive roles in challeng244

ISLAMOPHOBIC EVENTS ON CAMPUS

design team. The results showed that many Muslim students
have experienced incidents which they interpret as biased

Obsession: Radical Islam’s War Against the West
has been shown on numerous campuses, where it is some-
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at radical Islam. Its detractors claim it is anti–Muslim and
bigoted. As a documentary, Obsession clearly is one–sided

said, would be circulated at the Pentagon and among

example, Obsession
the World Trade Center and Muslim children being encouraged to become suicide bombers, interspersed with those of

The
noted that “professors and others who have heard the three men speak in the United
States and Canada said some of their stories border on
the fantastic.”251

250

its notoriety to obtain publicity and message broadcasting,
sometimes involving as allies more broadly–focused Jewish
groups on campus. A November 2007 screening of Obsession

Finkelstein is the son of Holocaust victims but also author of
He denies critics’
claims he is a Holocaust denier and said his message is
Israel should retreat to its original borders.252

Republicans, College Republicans, Gators for Israel, Jewreported the St. Petersburg Times.245
distributors do not appear to encourage a broad dialogue on
campus. For example, according to the New York Times
When a Middle East discussion group organized a
showing at New York University [in 2007], it found
that the distributors of ‘‘Obsession’’ were requiring
those in attendance to register at IsraelActivism.com,
and that digital pictures of the events be sent to Hasbara Fellowships, a group set up to counter anti–Israel
sentiment on college campuses.

ISLAMO–FASCISM AWARENESS WEEK
ment has developed in the United States. This report in-

-

sity which involves both Jews and Muslims.246
Obsession as a former PalTimes.247

-

Jerusalem Post

The BBC, Fox News and CNN have all presented Shoebat as a terrorist turned peacemaker, interviewing him
as someone uniquely capable of providing insight into
the terrorist mindset.248

253

Guardian newsseries of character assassinations, relying more heavily on
insinuation, inference, suggestion and association than it

The Jerusalem Post then detailed a number of discrepancies in and challenges to Shoebat’s story of his early life.

central argument that these [left–wing] leanings are at all
related to a teacher’s ability to be fair, balanced or competent

in February 2007, the Muslim Student Association (MSA)
charged Shoebat with “spreading hate by claiming the ma-

254

most threats to academic freedom—real or perceived—do

United Press International.249

The three “ex–terrorists” have appeared previously at
Harvard and Columbia universities and, most recently, at the US Air Force Academy in Colorado, in Febru-

ing ideological orthodoxy on college campuses.
In January 2006 the conservative publishing house
The Professors: The 101 Most
Dangerous Academics in America
ences to Islam and the publisher claimed on its website that

poses 101 academics representative of thousands of radicals
who teach our young people who also happen to be alleged
ex–terrorists, racists, murderers, sexual deviants, anti–Sem-

St. Petersburg

rorists. The Jerusalem Post

-

Additional relevant information is contained in the campus

“If people have to give their names over to Hasbara Feling open dialogue,’’ Jordan J. Dunn told the Times

In response to Shoebat’s speech, the MSA at UC Davis

-

Many Are
the Crimes McCarthyism in America,255 who argues that some
the classroom “is very dangerous because it’s reaching into
the core academic functions of the university, particularly in
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ing number of apparently isolated incidents suggests a mood
which is, if nothing else, determined, relentless and aimed
256

According to human rights activist Eboo Patel, Islamo–
-

257

those who accuse him of McCarthyism of being McCarthyites

in the form of an ideological witch hunt, aimed primarily
exposure and fundraising.
Consider the frame and narrative used in a blurb for
The Professors
tion—they’re legion. And far from being harmless, they
spew violent anti–Americanism, preach anti–Semitism, and
while collecting tax dollars and tuition fees to indoctrinate
258
These same frames and narratives helped
-

During the week of October 22–26, 2007, the nation
will be rocked by the biggest conservative campus
protest ever – Islamo–Fascism Awareness Week, a
wake–up call for Americans on 200 university and
college campuses.
The purpose of this protest is as simple as it is crucial:
to confront the two Big Lies of the political left: that
George Bush created the war on terror and that Global
Warming is a greater danger to Americans than the
terrorist threat. Nothing could be more politically
incorrect than to point this out. But nothing could
be more important for American students to hear. In
the face of the greatest danger Americans have ever
confronted, the academic left has mobilized to create
Americans to defend themselves. According to the
academic left, anyone who links Islamic radicalism
to the war on terror is an “Islamophobe.” According
to the academic left, the Islamo–fascists hate us not
because we are tolerant and free, but because we are
“oppressors.”
If there are other groups on campus who share your
agendas, form a coordinating committee to plan the
events and deal with the media. As long as a screening
or speaker is billed as part of Islamo–Fascism Week,
a group may sponsor an event under its own auspices.
Thus a campus College Republican club or Hillel could
sponsor a panel or speaker on a subject related to
Islamo–Fascism under its own auspices so long as it
is willing to have it billed as part of Islamo–Fascism
Awareness Week.259

Religion of Peace?
Why Christianity Is and Islam Isn’t,260 however, Patel began to
people who want you to believe that hating Muslims is your
261

The America that I love faces real threats from terrorists. Too many of those terrorists call themselves Muslims. Victory requires that we focus like a laser beam
on these enemies. Anybody encouraging America to
that all 1.3 billion Muslims in the world are dangerous
is weakening our national security and endangering
your life.262
Marcy Newman, a professor in the English Department
about Islam and the Middle East that were not only bigoted,
imbalance in the way that faculty educates students about IsMore attention needs to be paid to “the context for the viewensure that professors would present an anti–Palestinian and
263

Newman agrees “there is a need for educating Americans
What we need is understanding and knowledge, not
propaganda that masquerades as education and does
tense divide in the U.S. On a university campus, we
need nuance and complexity in understanding a religion that is so woefully maligned in the U.S. media,
not more propaganda and prejudice that reinforces
misconceptions about Islam.264
[See the interview with Hosy Nasimi, a student from Boise State]

HOW ISLAMOPHOBIA AND
ANTISEMITISM INTERACT ON
CAMPUS: KEY FINDINGS
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INTERVIEW

in terms of America the projection appears to be that all
recruited by it. That seems absurd.

A CONVERSATION WITH SOPHIA SHAFI
-

rado.

I found that they have not changed much. They’re usually
focused on the Arab, but also sometimes on the Persian.
These two often serve as the stand–in for all Muslims, even
though Arabs are a minority of the world’s Muslims (about
14 percent) and most of the world’s Muslims are Asians or
Africans. What I found is that these static stereotypes have
had a constant repetitive structure over the past 1,400 years,
and they seem to mostly focus on sex and violence. Usually
the Muslim is [either] oversexed or sexually repressed and

the world. The estimates of Al Qaeda…it is a very, very small
number. Another thing that the media does a lot is they tend
to group all these [Islamic] groups together. And so someone

that has goals that include everything [from] ending global
warming to establishing a caliphate, a global caliphate that

untangle.
-

common.

probably going to help [sort out] some of these dynamics a
little bit better because American media generally does not

terrorist or South Asian terrorist. Then another theme that
these crimes to get these 99 virgins in heaven.

in a fairly educated, progressive community [now], so I don’t
get that as much these days.
ing to see the repetitive stereotyping and hyperbole used to
clash of civilizations. That argument helped generate not only
Islamophobia, but also broader themes of xenophobia, nativism, racism, and national chauvinism. What has the impact

or validate his ethnic cleansing of not only Croatian Catholics but even Bosnian Muslims. His argument was that if
of the battle at the end of the [Early] Middle Ages, and he
was…Charlemagne or something. That’s probably not a good
analogy, but he saw himself in that role.

CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011 <<< PAGE 36 >>> WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

HOW ISLAMOPHOBIA AND
ANTISEMITISM INTERACT ON
CAMPUS: KEY FINDINGS

experienced bigotry. However, as the conversation unfolded,
sonal experiences of some type of overt bigotry on campus.

-

Islam or intrusive comments directed at women wearing hi-

The thing about democracy, beloveds, is that it
is not neat, orderly, or quiet. It requires a certain
relish for confusion.
—Molly Ivins
By the researCh teaM

really bothered them. In many cases, these so–called minor
incidents went unreported. Other researchers have proposed

CHALLENGES FOR PRACTICING BELIEVERS

AS “CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT” and its associated
data indicates, PRA has found that Islamophobic and antisemitic incidents on American college campuses are not
primarily generated by outright and deliberate religious or
ethnic bigotry. On campuses where Jewish or Muslim identity are seen as primarily religious and cultural rather than
political, students who belong to one or another of these
groups, or neither, tend to behave with respectful curios-

Both Jewish and Muslim students are often thrust into roles

friendships based on other salient commonalities and shared
interests or experiences. Many describe getting to interact
aspect of their educations.
incidents described as antisemitic and/or Islamophobic on
a clear pattern. Most of these incidents have emerged during
confrontations over policies and politics in the Middle East.
Moreover, these incidents often emerge when provocative
external actors and less often, but occasionally, members
as an arena for amplifying their own political or ideological positions. Students can and do become engaged in these

-

statements, are unaware of the implications of the bigoted

tions on campus. Our conversations with a wide range of
students on campuses across the country indicate that Muslim students, especially those who are visible to outsiders by
their dress or daily prayer practice, tend to expect to play this
ity. Jewish students, on the other hand, especially those who
come from communities where the Jewish presence was unfor outright bias. When they are challenged on political issues regarding the role of Israel in the Middle East, many feel
unprepared for the virulence of the debate and, no matter
or present Israeli government policies.
especially at those schools that have the reputation as bearers
of rationalist, enlightenment values.
This is less true at schools such as Boston College or
number of students who choose to enroll there do so because
of their respect for religious principles or religious studies
Charles Cohen is a professor of history and religious
studies at the University of Wisconsin at Madison. He also
is the director of the interfaith Lubar Institute for the Study
of Abrahamic Religions on campus (LISAR). Cohen suspects
that

most important—these students are often ignorant of the
self–interest and or historic alignments behind these actors
and their arguments.
constructive ways to address antisemitism and Islamophobia
on campus must turn not only to the community of students,
faculty, and administrators on campus, but also address

…there are more practicing believers of a variety of
traditions on university campuses than the students
themselves let on. […] The culture of rationalist
epistemology in universities is so powerful that other
very seldom break out.”265

INCIDENTS MINIMIZED BY STUDENTS
and Islamophobia, it is important to note that students do

RULING OUT CERTAIN DETERMINANTS

-

PRA’s research indicates that statistics such as the ratio of
Jewish or Muslim students to non–Jewish or non–Muslim
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the surrounding community, do not seem to be predictive of
particular college campus.
on religious or Middle–Eastern topics, also do not seem to be

atmosphere from one of combat to mutual respect and
learning.266
Patel notes, “Campuses are a place where students often
encounter religious diversity with a greater intensity than
267

degree of bigotry based on ignorance. Professors report that
since 9/11, introductory courses on Islam and Arabic have
Assertions that resources granted unevenly to one group
bear up under close inspection. For example, at Wayne State
University in Michigan, it appears the reason that more
Arabic than Hebrew courses are taught is that students
international corporations or positions in the military or
law enforcement. Circumstances where Muslims were not
to legitimate competition among student groups for space on
campus.

STUDENTS TAKE COEXISTENCE INTO THEIR
OWN HANDS

Our research found many heartening incidents where stu-

The experience of a Jewish member of the BC women’s
hockey team illustrates both the overall acceptance
and the explicit rejection of prejudice. After someone
made an antisemitic remark to her, the young woman
told her team, and the other players responded with
an overt and universal show of verbal and practical
support. They decorated the team’s locker room for
Hanukkah, attended a Shabbat service and meal
with her, and, when she received a grant to research
presentation. As this anecdote suggests, while BC is
the counter–response tends to be dramatically larger
and more substantive.

Ongoing

only create awareness but also support a durable sense of camaraderie among student participants. We have highlighted
from escalating into bigotry by establishing and/or supportmanipulation by outside interests.

CAMPUS ADMINISTRATION

How a school responds to antisemitic and Islamophobic
incidents or controversies around the Middle East is important. When a university administration has no policy in place
to the long–term atmosphere on campus and the reputation
trators anticipate a need to set clear standards regarding appropriate behavior on campus in a way that actually reaches
students.
Members of a campus community must consider a range
of possible responses before an incident occurs. The Anti–
Defamation League has produced resources explaining how
institutional codes of conduct may be improved, including
the laws governing the acceptable range of student speech on
a public or private campus. Our review of alleged antisemitic
cant media coverage indicates that when college administrasured, civil discourse on campus, other interested outside
-

Humor helps, advises Eboo Patel, founder of Interfaith
Students at one university invited a well–known, conservative anti–Muslim speaker to campus as a part of
“Islamofascism Awareness Week,” whose talk focused
on the alleged oppression of women within Islam.
Rather than staging a protest, or going to his talk and
arguing against him, a clever female Muslim student
organized “IslamoFashion Awareness Week” as an
opportunity to talk about female fashion within Islam
and open up conversation about the rich diversity of
female experiences within the tradition. Her events
were a huge success, and helped to reframe the campus

tively. Such reactive responses often fail to solve a problem,
we explore a series of incidents at the University of California
perceived to be listening to only the most alarmist voices;
did, outside, right–wing Jewish groups moved in.
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THE WORLD BEYOND THE CAMPUS

Colleges and universities do not exist in a vacuum. Campuses
consist of undergraduate and graduate students, profesated national groups, among others. These groups interact
national and international debates, many of which are repre-

Hillel does not have a strong organizational focus on
sociate vice president for communications explains,
Hillel deals with antisemitism on campus from a
pastoral perspective. Hillel professionals are trained
in social work. To a limited degree, Hillel also deals
with antisemitism from a policy perspective. Hillel did
co–sponsor a manual on “Fighting Holocaust Denial
in Campus Newspaper Advertisements” but doesn’t
link to it on the Hillel website. When they do discuss
antisemitism in public, Hillel uses the draft European/
without public discussion or Congressional oversight
by the U.S. State Department.268
National Hillel published an excellent report on campus
antisemitism in 2007, and various Hillel campus chapters
have played an important role in helping facilitate interfaith
269

FANNING THE FLAMES

A variety of well–funded external individuals and groups
fall under the umbrella of Islamophobia and antisemitism.

debate in their presentations to student groups. They use
their own celebrity to amplify media coverage of campus in-

Our analysis of published and broadcast media reports shows
that rhetoric containing allegations that are Islamophobic or
media than antisemitic rhetoric. Importantly, campus incidents involving allegations of Islamophobia seldom receive
proportionate media attention.

MEDIA

Media can play both negative and positive roles in intergroup
270

“Factors that contribute to Islamophobia may vary by
at Ohio State University.271
For example, in Europe, Islamophobia is driven by
Muslim immigration and direct intergroup contact
since Muslims can be as high as 5–10% of the total
population in some countries (in comparison, African–Americans are about 12% of the population in
the United States). However, in the U.S. where the
estimated Muslim population is below 2% of the total
population, Islamophobia is more often driven by the
media and cues from political or religious elites, what
scholars call “mediated intergroup contact.” 272
tional media watchdog group, released the report, Smearcasting: How Islamophobes Spread Fear, Bigotry and Misinformation.273 According to FAIR, the report “describes a loose

274

dismisses these allegations.
individuals (including religious or political mentors
or relatives), even though the inviter is aware of the
allegations of bigotry.
blast the opposition, and any potential bigotry is
deemed less important than a highly visible confrontation.
the Left (and comprised of Jews, Muslims, Christians, and

Spencer, and Debbie Schlussel; and
In a case study, FAIR reported how Pipes wrote a critical essay that became “a successful campaign to oust the
praised by human rights groups for her “history of forging
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-

.275

Instead, a smear campaign falsely branded her as a “stealth
276
Pipes’s essays appeared on his website pipelinenews.
org and campus-watch.org.
New
York Post and New York Sun, and especially by Alicia Colon,
an op–ed columnist for the Sun.277 Colon said Pipes prompted
her concern with a column where he predicted that the
instruction is inevitably laden with pan–Arabist and Islamist
baggage….learning Arabic in and of itself promotes an

pus Watch; and
283

In 2011 and 2012, Gingrich made Islamophobia a centerpiece
of his campaign for the Republican nomination for President.
The report also singled out four members of Congress
who, in October 2009, “called for an investigation of Musevidence) feared might be spies. The representatives were,
apparently, worried that these interns might have ties to
terrorist Osama bin Laden or Al–Qaeda. The four were Reps.
284

278

Islamophobic campus incidents creates problems. This parJewish Week
Almontaser had actually told some students “I don’t recog-

studied a number of incidents at Columbia University [see
-

Muslims….Those people who did it have stolen my identity
279

280

A number

281

Another case study by FAIR covered how “Conservative

headcovering worn in many regions of the Middle East by
Islamophobic rhetoric
appears across the right–wing media, including the Human
Events
282

We previously discussed the report Same Hate, New
Target: Islamophobia and its Impact in the United States; January 2009–December 2010
tions (CAIR). In the report, along with an extensive survey
of Islamophopbia on various media outlets, the authors

Liel Leibovitz, for example, was working as an editor
at
when he got a call from someone
at the David Project285 telling him about [the documentary video] “Columbia Unbecoming” and urging him to
“serious, institution–wide persecution of Israeli students.” Leibovitz, himself an Israeli and a Columbia
graduate student, was skeptical, since this description didn’t match his own experience. But he was also
he couldn’t because the documentary wasn’t public,
but that he should write about it anyway. Leibovitz
refused. Some of his colleagues, he noted, were less
reticent.
accusations. With the help of a friend in the registrar’s
with the professors singled out in the documentary. Of
them, he chose 36 names, 30 of which he thought were
Jewish, and contacted them to ask them about their
experiences. Not one reported anything like anti–Semitism or political intimidation.286
In the case of campus incidents of antisemitism or Islamophobia, there may be ample media coverage of the incident
itself, but little follow–up concerning steps students, faculty,

(SIOA);

educate their campus community.287

(CSP);
rorism (IPT);

-
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PATHS FORWARD
By ChiP Berlet

DURING THE EARLY STAGES OF THIS PROJECT one of our
who, in the face of the heated controversies nationwide, had
pulled together a seminar on Islam and Judaism to educate
students, the campus, and the surrounding community.
When contacted, he expressed surprise, claiming he only
had done what any reputable college would have done.
At San Francisco State University, a campus that gained
national headlines as a hotbed of bigotry, most students
ever been a confrontation between students over any issues
involving antisemitism, Judaism, Islam, or the Middle East.
On the other hand, administrators and faculty explained in
trenched stereotypes. One administrator bemoaned the fact
tance in this regard by the college was turned down.
Along the way we ran into news articles about the “Three
faith amigos who use their spiritual wisdom and easy humor
to “openly address the usual taboos of interfaith dialogue —

At one level, I’ll call it academic, is an enterprise to
think about research about the historical cultural religious interactions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam
as parts of a larger tradition rather than as individual
religious traditions, and to see them always as in dialogue with each other, in contest with each other if you
will—which has certainly often happened—but not in
isolation.292
Cohen sees that carrying over into the other level of actual interactions among “Christians, Muslims and Jews. “ In
gage religious leaders as well, members of the laity and non–
age people on campus “to learn about each other’s traditions
and simply meet each other to discover each other as living
292

A collection of online resources to extend this discussion is at

REFERENCES
to online resources. All of these resources were consulted
during the research phase, and their inclusion here is not
necessarily an indication of approval or disapproval.

At the private Jesuit St. Louis University in Missouri, a

288

early years to encompass the arts, media, science, diplomacy, technology, environment, spirituality, politics, business,
289
Panels have included
Jews, Muslims, and Christians struggling with their religion’s
history and practices. It is an iron-clad rule at the conference
that panelists must treat each other and the audience with
respect—or they will never again be invited to participate.290
found was at the University of Wisconsin in Madison.
There, the Lubar Institute for the Study of Abrahamic Religions (LISAR) brings together not only Jews and Muslims
but also students and faculty from a range of faith traditions in settings that span from shared meals to volunteer
ects.291
gaps at universities in the United States in terms of increasing respectful interaction despite the reality of religious
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PROFILES AND PORTRAITS
CAMPUS PROFILES
AS DESCRIBED IN OUR INTRODUCTION, in developing this report, PRA investigated a wide variety of U.S. college cam-

puses. These schools were both public and private, were based in various regions of the country, were of various

scribed certain campuses in very broad terms that highlighted the range of their curricula and activities, and others

person. In other cases, the research was conducted primarily over telephone and email as well as in the archives of

writer to contribute to the discussion, and/or provided a more in-depth sidebar addressing a particular controversy.
That antisemitic and Islamophobic acts have actually occurred on campus is indisputable. However, given the
ated research and to analysis based on facts. At the same time, openness to interpretation of those facts is completely within our intention to foster a broad range of perspectives.

made more than once for ease in reading.
either antisemitism or Islamophobia on campus. Neither does any single author represent the position of PRA as an
Certain salient facts remain anecdotal at this time, but these, too, point the way for targeted research that we believe
will help build more constructive engagements around, and responses to, antisemitic and Islamophobic behaviors
on campus when they do arise.
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
AT BERKELEY

Despite this overall assessment, nearly half of the students had experienced verbal harassment or other Islamophobic incidents. For instance, one young woman who was
wearing a headscarf reported a couple of young men driving

at a glance
student explained, “These are the things I don’t remember, I

Name .......................
Location ...................

Students Association (MSA) information table on Sproul

Student body .............. 25,540 undergraduate students
students

-

Gender ..................... 53% female, 47% male
(Undergraduate)
as students of color ...... 15.7%

ous incident in which a group of eight Muslim women, three
of whom were wearing headscarves, were harassed by three
men in a car. The men, one of whom had his head covered by

UC BERKELEY AND THE INTERSECTION
OF POLITICS AND PREJUDICE

and threw bottles of water at them. They drove away and

Pa M e l a K . tay l o r

tions and individuals have recommended that, until the
atmosphere improves, Jewish students should not attend

-

the men had weapons. Fortunately, the men left without
further harassment.

-

and fear of Muslims felt by many Americans, which at times
-

and 1,912 of graduate students were international students.
Based on the freshman class in 2010, the largest group of students on campus is Asian American, at 45.7 percent, followed
by Whites at 31.7 percent, Latinos at 11.5 percent and African
but Hillel estimates that there are 2,500 Jewish undergraduates and about 500 Jewish graduate students. From incoming student surveys, estimates put the number of Muslim
including religious, ethnic, and Jewish studies programs, and
Near Eastern and Southeast Asian studies.

ISLAMOPHOBIA IN DAILY LIFE
on campus is good. Of the 15 Muslim Student Association
members interviewed in 2009, all stated that they felt welcomed and safe on campus. Most shared the sentiment that
San Francisco is a very liberal, very tolerant city and that UC

enced racial discrimination, while a Pew Trust report from
the same year said that 42 percent of American Muslims in
the same age group reported discrimination or harassment
based on religious identity. An ABC/Washington Post poll
negative view of Islam, compared with 41 percent who had
a positive view, with rates of unfavorable opinions among Republicans, conservatives, and evangelical Christians between
60 and 65 percent. The fact that the Muslim students at UC
do happen, they are clearly seen as being perpetrated by a
minority and are outweighed by the generally tolerant atmosphere on campus.

STUDENT ACTIVIST GROUPS
moting antisemitism and/or Islamophobia and describe the
Over the past few years, two campus groups have increasingly come to loggerheads over the Israel/Palestine conthe groups came to blows over the display of a Palestinian
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misinformation to further causes. Descriptions of events are
divergent, and in the resulting confusion it is easy for polemical views to be reinforced. SJP has been depicted as evil,
lying, and virulently antisemitic. Any defense its members

and that racial slurs were hurled at them along with the
punches.
MSA has not been highly involved in Students for Justice in
religious study circles for male and female students, provid-

in its pursuit of promoting all things Israeli, and virulently
anti-Palestinian. (In this mish-mash of truths, half-truths,
and outright lies, of intimidation and threats being hurled

of Muslim identity. The MSA’s retreat from politics has not
been without controversy, and some of the MSA members
expressed the view that the MSA should be more involved

are real, which are trumped up, and which are small provoca-

campus from any sort of direct Islamophobic reaction to pohas not spilled over into an Islamophobic reaction because
activism by a multifaith coalition of students from many

-

tism on campus in a context where there is little agreement
on what constitutes antisemitism vis à vis the State of Israel.
that any criticism of Israel is a priori antisemitic in nature
and that any demonstration of solidarity with Palestine is an

claims that it is antisemitic. As SJP member Tom Pessah, a

in silent protest of anti-Palestinian lyrics in the following

ment, and Sanctions resolution [see below], explained, “How

they were sending was an abomination to our national

SJP a hate group, on-campus familiarity with its mixed faith
ease at best, and threatened and intimidated at worst. These
acts may not be motivated by antisemitic sentiments based
(or they may be) but they most certainly can feel antisemitic
and contribute to an atmosphere on campus where Jewish
students are viewed with a certain hostility because of their
actual or presumed support of Israel.

THE ESCALATION OF CONFLICT
tensity of confrontations among and between student groups.
A second trend is the involvement of outside Jewish groups

-

broad criticism of Israel, up to and including the move to
support boycott, divestiture and sanctions (BDS), is perfectly
acceptable and even necessary, especially for an Israeli citi-

ACADEMICS
a doctoral candidate at the time who was teaching Arabic
classes, was alleged to manifest gross antisemitism by bringing up the Protocols of the Elders of Zion in class, and stating
He assured me that he was 100 percent certain in his belief
that Jews were behind the Protocols
dismissal from the college.

for one, has embroiled itself in various disputes, calling upon

conversation towards the Protocols, whereupon he told her

on campus, alleging that Dean Poullard has a double standard,
-

personal opinion. When six of the eight students in the class-

to the Chancellor, apparently hoping to get SJP banned or
sanctioned by the college. The use of high rhetoric by some of
as a hotbed of antisemitism, whether or not this accurately
A third trend is the use of exaggeration and outright

its investigation of the incident and publicly announced its
the Near Eastern Studies Department said, “This complaint
has been investigated by the deans and they have concluded
go anywhere from here, except perhaps to consider disciplinceived widespread attention in the Jewish press and blogo-
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or the student government’s budget was complicit in funding
website has also included articles with titles such as “Islam

of antisemitism. It also reinforces the disturbing conclusion

was sponsored by four student senators.
On March 17, 2010, the Associated Students of the University of California (ASUC) Senate passed the bill 16-4. The
ASUC Senate meeting drew a record number of attendees,
attracting more than 100 (some news accounts report over
296

loose with the facts in order to achieve their ends.

“It was

of shouting but overall I was surprised by how respectful
297

BOYCOTT, DIVESTMENT, AND SANCTIONS
(BDS) ON THE UC BERKELEY CAMPUS

Opinions were sharply divided. Hillel president Wayne
Firestone said the bill was “one-sided, divisive and under298

By Maria PlanansKy

In 2010, a vote to support the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions movement came before the University of California,
University of California Senate). This issue had been simmering in the consciousness of some University of Califor1990s.293

not have investments in countries with abysmal human
divest funding from Israel in the name of human rights, you
must divest funding from every single other country in the
region … The fact that this country is being brought up before
any of these others singles out Israel, and the fact that to date
no resolutions have been passed condemning any of these
other countries nor removing investments in them is indica299

to divest from Israel at Hampshire College. At that point,

why not the Sudan or China’ ignores the fact that there is a
clause in the bill that states that the committee will also go
a campus musical performance], leaders of student groups
have been very careful not to exercise their power in ways

dent Union explained at the time. Ramy Salah, president of
the Muslim Student Association, remained hopeful students
could conduct themselves with civility when addressing
-

Myanmar [in condemnation of] the Chinese government’s
war crimes or [divest from companies doing business in]
300
Student Nairi
Shirinian, a SJP member, argued that the bill “doesn’t target
Israeli companies. It doesn’t target Israeli intellectual life,
301

294

senate’s vote; domestic and international Jewish media paid

THE BILL

However, by the time Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions
bers of Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP), Tom Pessah

-

-

step of many in a long-term process to get the UC Board of
Regents, which is responsible for the University of California
system, to divest approximately $135 million worth of investElectric and United Technologies, that had been allegedly
been supplying Israel with electronics and weapons. 295 The
bill referenced the UN’s Goldstone Report, condemned Israeli
investigate whether the University of California budget and/

Any university that would actually divest from Israel will be
that hurts the good name of the University of California. This
misuse of the university’s name does not represent the views
of students, faculty, alumni and other constituents of the
ing of the university for improper ideological purposes. It
302

March 24, StandWithUs urged people to write to ASUC Presi-
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and president of the University of California public school

-

At the other end of the political spectrum, the pro303

Sanctions (BDS) movement which supports the right of return of Palestinian refugees to Israel and fails to draw a clear
distinction between opposition to the post-1967 occupation
and opposition to the existence of the State of Israel itself as
the democratic home of the Jewish people. Even if it was not
the intent of the students who drafted this bill, its passage is
307

One student senator, Ariel Boone, said she received
over 5,000 e-mails in support of and in opposition of the
bill. Boone explained that letters of opposition ranged from

THE VETO VOTE
that it does not want ASUC and U.C. dollars going to fund
weapons, war crimes or human rights violations, this veto
has to do with the mechanism by which the ASUC achieves
its mission of building peace and goodwill in a way that
avoids the shortcomings of the bill (a selective, one-sided

theorists, rapture-ready Christians, and Jewish fraternity
e-mails sent to the ASUC Senators and those sent to her spe-

304

feeble votes on this issue which is over your head.’ Letters
needed to override the veto, and 16 senators had already
the override vote, coordinating rallies, protests and public
events.

front of the student government building, as well as in post308

not to bring any outside literature with them to the event or
to engage with the opposition. While SJP was the primary ordivestment came from diverse ethnic, religious, and political
hours of April 29; the veto was upheld, one vote short of the
14 needed to override it.
actors voiced their support or opposition to the veto override
and some directly engaged the student senators. In support
letter to the ASUC Senate urging them to override the veto;
cupied Palestinian Territories, UN Human Rights Council,
wrote to the senators expressing his support for an override;
Archbishop Desmond Tutu supported divestment. Jewish
the senators, urging them to override the veto.305 A number
of University of California faculty indicated their support, as
did many prominent Nobel Laureates.306
out an e-mail blast urging the senators not to override the
belief that the bill does not advance the cause of real peace
bill fails to express support for Israel’s right to exist as a
democratic home for the Jewish people and for a two-state

no students attended. Freshman Rachel Newman’s comment was typical when she said that she felt the drawings did

The day after the veto was upheld at the ASUC’s Senate,
Friday April 30, approximately 45 individuals protested the
at the campus and said that many incidents of antisemitism
were going ignored or unreported. Ronald Hendel, Norma
and Sam Dabby, Professor of Hebrew Bible and Jewish
he believed the rise in antisemitic actions was connected to
discussions of the ASUC divestment bill.
The demonstration saw its only disruption when a man
who had been observing the protest screamed, “That is a
the man turned away from the protest.309
Only after the ASUC Senate held its last session of the
spring 2010 semester did the administration come out with
veto. A portion of the statement by Russell Gould, Chair-

oppose, for instance, the global Boycott, Divestment, and
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written above faces of Osama bin Laden, Mahmoud Ahma-

In the current resolutions voted on by the UC student
organizations, the State of Israel and companies doing
business with Israel have been the sole focus. This isolation of Israel among all countries of the world greatly
disturbs us and is of grave concern to members of the
Jewish community.

superimposed with gun crosshairs. According to SJP member
314

Center, told the Daily Cal that hate crimes and incidents,
particularly those against Muslim and Arab students, are

We fully support the Board of Regents in its policy to
divest from a foreign government or companies doing
business with a foreign government only when the
United States government declares that a foreign regime is committing acts of genocide. The U.S. has not
made any declaration regarding the State of Israel and,
therefore, we will not bring a recommendation before
the Board to divest from companies doing business
with the State of Israel.310

tration [and] ... viewed as isolated incidents rather than part
315

academic year, these competing programs did not engender
any public incidents.
The young activists disagreed as to whether Israeli Apart-

ACADEMIC YEAR 2010–2011

(IPDW), helped or hindered student debate and engagement.
sions surrounding the Israel/Palestine issue on campus, SJP
member Pessah said, “The main issue for us isn’t discomfort
-

at the beginning of the 2010–2011 academic year. In

about the previous spring’s incidents and the Chancellor’s role, Birgeneau said, “We were very careful not to get
directly involved in that last year, because I felt that this was
not appropriate for the administration to tell students what
311

MARCH 2011 LAWSUIT

The controversy over the previous year’s IAW events resurfaced when, in 2011, a former student named Jessica Felber

Birgeneau hosted an iftar with Muslim students at the
beginning of the academic year. There was a large number

leader of SJP, while she was holding a protest sign stating “Is312

The previous year, Birgeneau had met with the Israeli consul
general and Jewish community leaders, where the need for
Birgeneau explains, “We need moderation so that we can

cials allowed for and tolerated the development of a “dangerFelber v. Yudof

very complex situation which is happening many thousand

Semitic posturing among students at the academies where

-

national Muslim Student Association (MSA) and devotes a

loud statements we hear from a limited number of people, as
313

edly less volatile than those in the previous academic year.
In October 2010, a hate incident was reported on the UC

-

Student Association to the Holy Land Foundation for Relief
and Development, which the suit points out, “funneled more
of the steering committee of the Marxist-Leninist association
Stop War and End Racism; the antiwar coalition group has
Critics cite Felber’s suit as a part of an ongoing campaign
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gations which institutions of higher education must meet in
order to obtain federal funding.316
Neal Sher, one of the two lawyers representing Felber
(the other is Joel Siegal), was the former Director of the

-

FrontPage

No one was seriously hurt in the altercation and the
whole incident could easily be dismissed as trivial, the sort of
thing bound to happen now and then among impassioned,
national and even international attention because it symbolantisemitism on college campuses. Those fears, in turn, have
munity to support the most aggressively irredentist factions

UC campuses, such as University of California, Irvine, are
culpable for allowing SJP and MSA to play an active role in
campus life.

its policies is axiomatic and absolute, supposed to tell the

very troubling that the on-campus activities of the SJP and
MSA against Jessica and other students—and the university’s
failure to confront them—present a disturbing echo of the
-

-

those of its allies in Europe against Jewish students and scholars in the leading universities of those countries during the

317

There is a wide-ranging debate about the reasons for left-

UC BERKELEY “ISRAEL LIBERATION WEEK”
MiChelle GolDBerG

by what they felt was a hostile environment at the university,

three members of an interfaith, international coalition of
students, professors, and community members who support the Palestinian cause, Students for Justice in Palestine,

Lapses into outright bigotry do not, however, appear

at the concert—the Associated Students of the University of
De Sa—went into the building to confront them.
It’s unclear what happened next. According to the Jewish
students, whose version was reported by several pro-Israel
“Members of Students for Justice in Palestine shouted
anti-Semitic epithets referencing the Holocaust throughout
mirror-image version told by SJP, the Jewish students were
and the two women who were with him. “The million dollar

bristle at any mention of antisemitism, seeing it as a crude
bludgeon used against those who dissent from mainstream
ists—argue that Israel is held to a far higher standard than
other nations and that leftists are hypocritically silent in the
face of greater human rights violations by Saudi Arabia, Russia, and Egypt, among others. Both camps have some truth
on their side. Good faith critics of Israel are often libeled
as antisemites. At the same time, some of Israel’s harshest

before that—but they are rare. Galor, for one, didn’t feel that
tism. She believes that though hostility to Israel is unfair
and overblown, it’s also a response to Israel’s own actions,
other words, she feels campus animosities are driven by

THE “NEW ANTISEMITISM?”
Middle Eastern Studies, says, “There’s a lot of public concern
about antisemitism, coming from the outside, coming from
parents, coming from the Jewish donor community in the
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in exchange for Arabic lessons. “We do that because we want

(CMES), she notes, “I have seen almost, almost no instances
of antisemitism on campus. There’s almost nothing. There
are some issues around Israel and Palestine, but I emphatically do not see those as antisemitic. That, of course, is the

a traditional Palestinian dance, which they performed in

Indeed, for several years, various Jewish leaders have been
expressing alarm about what they call “the New Antisemito be especially virulent in academia. In 2005, the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights held hearings about antisemitism on

thing—Jewish and pro-Palestinian students responding to
and their supporters in the broader Jewish community—it
community complained about Gilboa to Hillel’s national

Testifying before the panel, Sarah Stern, then of the American
Jewish Congress, said, “From San Francisco State, UC Irvine,
on the East, and virtually hundreds of examples in between,
this excessive fascination with Israel and the tendency to
hold it up to disproportionate scrutiny has spilled over into
attitudes and acts of hatred and anti-Semitism on the college

she’s not pro-Israel, that she’s dancing with anti-Israel

that she made because she didn’t understand the dynamics

318

that Stern was right. Then, a few months later, in an un-

ley’s Jewish Student Union (JSU) over their conduct during a

because of his alleged actions that night. As the story was
told in the Jewish community beyond campus, Moghtader

-

ing profane language, he was caught on video yelling, “F***

from there to see the recall as an antisemitic provocation and
the internet became so exaggerated as to be almost unrecogOn campus, though, things were much more complicat-

-

Israel before he arrived on campus, and the atmosphere
stunned him. “Growing up in LA, in a very Jewish neighbor-

disruptive, was suspended from the campus’s Jewish Student
lecture. At Hillel, a freshman girl told me that, while her
environment, the only people that made her feel threatened
students chanting, “From the river to the sea, the land of

over of the occupied territories. She says she had never heard
such rhetoric in Israel.
And yet Gilboa was under pressure to reach out to the

of cultural emissary from her country. She’d only been on
initially convinced that the Jewish students were at fault,
she was furious. “I was very angry when I heard what hap-

Gilboa wanted to foster coexistence. She considered the

For Weinberg, the academic year of 2009 was particularly fraught. “Earlier this year, on the bus stop, people [drew]
in Israel between Arabs and Jews, and they crossed out the
-

berg, is from a heavily Jewish part of Southern California,
and the anti-Israel tone on campus stunned him, leading

-

felt there was a really strong anti-Israel voice on campus,
and we wanted to be there to respond to it, and to provide an
to spend the next four years at war with pro-Palestinian students, and so he regularly—and secretly—met privately with
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a member of SJP. The conversation began, ironically enough,
had come to counterprotest. “I have the mixed blessing of besomething that’s within my power to change during my time
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BOSTON COLLEGE
at a glance
Name ....................... Boston College

Academically, BC has a wide array of programs. Along
with the College of Arts and Sciences, there are graduate
schools of Arts and Sciences, Education, Law, Management,
nearly 5,000 students. The College of Arts and Sciences has
22 departments and 23 interdisciplinary programs which

Location ................... Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts
Student Body.............. 9,171 undergraduate students
4,960 graduate and professional
students

minor in Jewish Studies. Language courses include ten Ara-

Gender ..................... 53% female, 47% male

Slavic and Eastern Languages and Theology.

as Students Of Color ..... 24%

campus in 29 residence halls. Special interest living opportunities include freshman leadership and honors houses,

.... 70% Catholic, 2-3% Jewish,
1% Muslim
International .............. 50 states, 93 countries,
13% international

Healthy Alternatives Lifestyle, and Romance Languages.
Athletics are another important part of the BC community.
There are 13 men’s and 16 women’s teams, and the football
as well as on. The Muslim Student Association and Hillel
meet the needs of Muslim and Jewish students, while other

reBeCCa steinitz, Winter 2011

Boston College is one of the top Catholic universities in the

communities include the Arab Student Association, Students
for Justice in Palestine, and Student Coalition for Israel.

ANTISEMITISM AND ISLAMOPHOBIA AT
BOSTON COLLEGE

the college of choice for Boston’s Irish Catholic elite and its
graduates are well-represented among the top echelons of

There appears to be very little overt antisemitism or Islamophobia at BC. Media reports of incidents are few and gener-

Massachusetts politicians.
More than 150 years after its founding, BC is becoming increasingly national, international, and diverse. Women were
programs were fully co-educational by 1970; today the undergraduate student population is 52 percent female. 29 percent
of students identify themselves as of African-American, His-

93 countries are represented in the student body.
Data on religious identity is harder to come by. The comfaculty and administrators, is that 70 percent of BC students
are Catholic and the rest are not. According to the BC Hillel
website, 2 percent of the 9,000 undergraduates are Jewish,
cent were Jewish and 1 percent Muslim. Several people who
stated that they were not available. One faculty member said
religious identities because Catholic students worried that
up on whether they were going to Mass. Whatever the exact

sexual orientation). At least one of these religion-based inciThe general sense of the campus climate correlates with
the data. Muslim Student Association (MSA) President
and that seems to be the overall impression. It appears that
“overt antisemitism and Islamophobia are not tolerated on
Center for Jewish-Christian Learning, put it. The experience

here, it is clear that BC remains demographically a largely
Catholic university, even as those demographics are shifting.
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her, the young woman told her team, and the other players
responded with an overt and universal show of verbal and
and, when she received a grant to research antisemitism on
anecdote suggests, while BC is not immune from insensitivdramatically larger and more substantive.
Although it may seem counterintuitive, given the Catholic
church’s reputation for antisemitism in a variety of eras and
ness. It is important to note that BC is a Jesuit institution, and
the Jesuits have longstanding traditions of commitment to
standing. However, many see the Catholic basis of BC’s climate
as less a matter of doctrine than of attitude. Though Langer exchurch, antisemitism is a sin and anti-Islamic actions would

Political Science Professor Alan Wolfe, Director of The Boisi
Center for Religion and American Political Life, says that “being Catholic and being at BC is all about being nice and being
more about personal and ethnic identity, he argues, “to be

There is also an academic component to BC’s campus cli-

Jewish Learning (CCJL) is “the multifaceted development
and implementation of new relationships between Christians and Jews that are based, not merely on toleration, but
It is important to note, however, that despite the overall
sense of a positive campus climate and the academic initiatives designed to foster such a climate, Jewish and Muslim
students do not necessarily operate on a fully level playing

some non-Catholic students, Muslims, Jewish students,
Episcopalians, do feel a sense of otherness because they are
appears in the area of religious resources. Out of 15 campus
professionals devoted to religious life—12 campus ministers,
two priests, and one nun—14 are Catholic and responsible
for Catholic students, services, and programming. Reverend
Howard McLendon, a Baptist minister, has responsibility for
all other religions, including Jews and Muslims. Reverend
McLendon suggests that this disparity may subtly undermine
ing about an environment where there was a level playing
formation and spiritual expression of all religions, for that
up with resources and facilities. In a situation where there
would be more parity, there might be one [chaplain] for each
Still, it is clear that BC is a university that is largely safe
for Jewish and Muslim students, a place where tolerance is

by Hillel, notes that “the Jesuit culture is one of tolerance

A NOTE ON ISRAEL/PALESTINE
on campus. With the support of a federal grant, a new interdisciplinary program, Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies,

that Israel/Palestine is a separate issue from antisemitism and
Islamophobia. However, Israel/Palestine has been an issue on
campus and, as such, inevitably is an issue for Jews and Muslims, as well as for perceptions of Jews and Muslims. It seems
as if much of the animus on this issue is located among the
faculty. Where one person commented on a persistent stream

A particular locus of concern for this issue has been Jewish sociology professor Eve Spangler’s course, Social Justice
courses and a minor, similarly aims to educate students
with an eye to tolerance. As the program’s website puts

el/Palestine. While one faculty member believed this course
was problematically unbalanced, another suggested that
pro-Israel faculty misread student desire to be even-handed
as anti-Israel. It seems, though, that while these issues are of
acute interest to a small group of faculty and some students,
they are not a large-scale campus concern.
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BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY
-

at a glance

Given the institution’s origins, it should be no surprise

Name ....................... Brandeis University

component of Brandeis’s academic program. The Islamic

Location ................... Waltham, Massachusetts
Student body .............. 3,300 undergraduate
2,200 graduate
continuing education

under Jewish Studies, alongside the Near Eastern and Judaic
Literature program (which Brandeis claims is the largest in

Gender ....................56% female, 44% male

Eastern Studies and Near Eastern and Judaic Studies, as well

as students of color ...... 21% undergraduates
29% graduates

ics related to Judaism and Islam, as well as Jews and Arabs.

.... 50% Jewish,
03% Muslim (200 students)
International .............. 9.5% undergraduates
30% graduates

-

Numerous study abroad opportunities are available for
Brandeis students, including programs in Egypt, Jordan, Lebalso has an intercultural partnership with the Palestinian AlQuds University. At the graduate level, the Master’s program

reBeCCa steinitz, Winter 2011

for Middle East Studies, the Schusterman Center for Israel
Studies, the Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies, and
the National Center for Jewish Film, as well as the Mandel
Center for Studies in Jewish Education and the Institute for
Informal Jewish Education. In short, Brandeis is an academic

BRANDEIS: AN OVERVIEW

Brandeis University, located in Waltham, Massachusetts
the only Jewish research university in the United States not
religious purpose.
According to statistics from Fall 2009, Brandeis had
approximately 3,300 undergraduates and 2,200 graduate
and continuing education students. Fifty-six percent of the
student body is female, and 9.5 percent of undergraduates
and 30 percent of graduate students are international. Approximately 21 percent of undergraduates and 29 percent of
graduate students self-identify as students of color.

for studies in Islam and the Middle East writ more broadly.
Brandeis has eleven residence halls and guarantees
students four semesters of housing. While many colleges and

Protestant chaplains, the Interfaith Chaplaincy at Brandeis
Jewish, Catholic, and Protestant chapels were designed and
ows never fall upon each other. There is a Muslim prayer

be noted that there are approximately 250 Orthodox Jewish
students who represent a distinct and visible community on
campus. There are approximately 200 Muslim students.
Along with its College of Arts and Sciences, Brandeis has
three graduate schools—Arts and Sciences, Business, and
Social Policy and Management—and a School of Continuing
Studies. Brandeis sees itself as both a research university and
a liberal arts college. As part of its commitment to a contemporary interdisciplinary version of the liberal arts, the Col-

Orthodox, Conservative Egalitarian, and Reform services, as
well as over 20 clubs, performing arts groups, and committees. Not surprisingly, of Brandeis’s over 250 student organion Judaism, Islam, and the Middle East, including the Arab
Chalav U’Dvash
women’s a capella group), Jewish Fella Acapella (Jewish men’s
a capella group), Manginah (co-ed Jewish a capella group),
tee, Brandeis Students for Justice in Palestine, J Street U–
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Association, Brandeis Reform Chavurah, Brandeis Orthodox

course as fundamental educational cornerstones.

As a relatively young university with a smaller endowment than many of its academic peers, Brandeis has been

ture that embraces the diversity of the larger society.

holdings. A huge outcry greeted this announcement and the
remains unclear.
In 2010, a committee of faculty, administrators, and
students proposed additional cost-saving measures, ina new president installed in January 2011, Brandeis is in an
university remain strong.

ANTISEMITISM AND ISLAMOPHOBIA
AT BRANDEIS

Lore has it that Brandeis was founded in part as a response to
this is true or not, pluralism and diversity have been overt
and fundamental principles of the university from its begin-

upon inclusiveness and respect.
The University’s Mission Statement underscores these
religion and orientation, Brandeis renews the American

Established in 1948 as a model of ethnic and religious
pluralism, Brandeis University:

-

-

This history and mission are very much alive at Brandeis
that expressions and actions of bigotry are unacceptable. In
point of fact, between 2007–2009 there were no reported
hate crimes at Brandeis. At the same time, a volatile political climate, especially when it comes to Israel and Palestine,
is sometimes–but not universally–articulated in antisemitic
and Islamophobic terms.
acceptable at Brandeis. Indeed, for many it appears to be
inconceivable. Brandeis undergraduate Lev Hirschorn,

I don’t want to say that antisemitism doesn’t exist,
but it doesn’t. It’s a Jewish school. 50% of the student
body is Jewish. It’s got one of the best Judaic studies
programs in the country. There’s a really high emphasis on the Jewish identity of the university. Anyone
who comes to Brandeis knows all that. It’s not like it’s
ine there would be any population who would come to
Brandeis who would have any issue with Jews, Jewish
culture, or any of that. There could be people who are
confused, but if they exist, they’re very quiet about it.
Sociology professor Gordon Fellman, who has been at
is antisemitic, it would be so unacceptable to express, it

have similar assessments. Imam Talal Eid, the Muslim
“noticed full harmony between the Jewish students and the

nonsectarian university founded by members of the
American Jewish community.
tive citizens in a multicultural world.

-

being of all its members.

on Brandeis’s largely Jewish donor base. In 2009, facing a

nied by a Diversity Statement which highlight’s the Univer-

at Brandeis itself.

-

Imam Eid points both to the absence of the negative—he
and terrorists—and the presence of the positive—Jewish stu-

members have diverse cultures, backgrounds, and life
experiences.
crucial to academic excellence.

The Catholic chaplain, Reverend Walter Cuenin, concurs
-

ways in which social, cultural and economic inequali-
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in some ways the exception that proves the rule—was the
suite in the Usdan Student Center. Intruders entered the
-

being tolerant, not having exclusion or exclusivity. Whether

This is not to say that Brandeis is Eden. Mohamed notes

The perpetrators were never caught so their motive remains

about Jews within student communities of color. She be-

that it could have been a random event. As Sussman puts

subtle resistance on campus. There is a sense of distance and
exclusivity between observant and non-observant Jews on

so strange and out of the blue … My hope is it wasn’t politiimpossible to discern the motives or identities of the vandals,

security rather than bias. He points out that similar incidents
have occurred in the other chapels at Brandeis but have not
received the same media attention because they did not
involve the Muslim community at a Jewish school.
It is worth noting that the Brandeis community was
hugely supportive of the MSA. As Cuenin describes it,
Faculty Senate and the Student Union Senate passed resolutions condemning the vandalism; the university’s president,
four chaplains, and Associate Dean of Student Life sent an
email of support to the entire community; and a solidarity
vigil was held, also attended by the president and chaplains.
The incident did highlight the fact that Muslim students do
gested that it points to the second-class status of Muslims at
Brandeis (though Imam Eid believes the small number of reliHowever, in an op-ed in the Brandeis student newspaper, The
Justice
will deny that at Brandeis, Muslims are socially and adminincident should not erroneously color … Brandeis Universi-

erywhere, but members of the Brandeis community may be

for examples of bias.
The single persistent exception to the overall harmonious
in the Middle East. As Sussman puts it, “Middle Eastern polition, Brandeis mirrors the complicated relationship American Jews have with Israel. Sussman, who is a student activist,
other regions and political issues, he suggests, “More students have relatives there, or have been there, or are personally connected to that region. It’s relevant to people’s lives,
“Brandeis is a combination of seeing itself as a progressive
place generally, but issues pertaining to Israel play out differently than at other progressive campuses. There is a fairly
He says that while most students are not politically involved,
of the students are not interested in Israel, or they [express]
which nevertheless suggests a similar sense of Israel being a
special issue on campus.
While the activist segment of the Brandeis student body
may be a small fraction of the whole, it spans a range of
political positions. Brandeis Israel Action Committee is a
chapter of the campus arm of the relatively new Jewish lob-

sphere, people almost always cite its history and policies. “It’s
the larger principles on which Brandeis was founded, but
as naming the Protestant chapel after Supreme Court Justice
John Marshall Harlan, the sole Justice to oppose Jim Crow
Sociology professor David Cunningham agrees, explaining
that “Brandeis’s mission is inherently about diversity. The
whole origin story is all about being inclusive when other
Brandeis is very rooted in the idea of accepting other people,

-

-

urges divestment and supports boycotts of products made
in the Israeli settlements. Brandeis Students for Justice in
rising interest in more progressive positions on the Israel/
chapter was founded in Fall 2010, and promptly sponsored a
showing of Obsession: Radical Islam’s War Against the West,
suggests that right-wing positions also have their adherents.
Jewish leadership and membership. The Brandeis faculty
also has widely diverse positions on the Middle East, from
married to the former university President, described below)
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and historian Jonathan Sarna, to Fellman, who is a peace
activist and Palestinian supporter.
on campus and often spread to the local and national media
cially those which come to mind for faculty, have concerned
who stepped down at the end of 2010. Many people on camIsrael, a perception which was certainly enhanced in 2002
Ha’aretz as saying, “Part of the responsibility of the university—and since I
am the president I am the one who determines such things—
later claimed to have been mistranslated).
Brandeis advertising from Boston National Public Radio afPalestine exhibit of art by Palestinian youth (2006). He was
also heavily implicated in the controversy over former PresiPalestine: Peace Not Apartheid

recall include the 2009 debate between Justice Richard Golddor to the United Nations Dore Gold; the selection of Israeli
ambassador to the United States Michael Oren as commenceObsession
earlier events noted above, these also generated discussion,
controversy and protests from multiple perspectives as well
as media coverage.
East politics and antisemitism and Islamophobia on campus?
For many faculty, these issues inevitably slide together. In
2007, at the time of the Carter controversy, Professor Shula
tism in her column in Boston newspaper The Jewish Advocate,
not anti-Semites. But I disagree, because in a world where
there is only one Jewish state, to oppose it vehemently is to
ber on campus who feels this way but there are also faculty
who are careful to draw distinctions between politics and
religion, including Fellman, who says, “It’s really the PalesFor many activist students, the explicit distinction
between politics and religion is clear. Hirschorn says that, “I

expense to the Faculty Senate. In the aftermath of Carter’s
visit, a student-faculty committee was established to monitor
criticism, and protest on campus, as well as media attention.
Brandeis’s wealthy Jewish donor base was also an important
constituency in the resulting debates, with some donors

students do point to a sotto voce conversation, which some-

student activists protesting their involvement. It should be
the partnership between Brandeis and Al-Quds University in
tence Scholarships, which support Israeli-Arab and IsraeliJewish students (one each per year) who have been involved

support of Israel and censorship of pro-Palestinian positions,
Students, understandably, have a more limited history

and widely embraced ethos of tolerance and diversity. At the
same time, it experiences a volatile climate shaped by diverse
opinions about Israel and Palestine, including diverse opinions about the relationship between Middle Eastern politics
and antisemitism and Islamophobia. When it comes to overt
expressions of antisemitism and Islamophobia, however,
there are almost none to be found, and in the rare instances
when they do occur, they are roundly condemned.
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COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

American academia. In August 2004 the New York Sun, a
conservative newspaper that would consistently champion
Fish’s cause, wrote, “Harvard University may not want his
money, but the unelected president of the United Arab Emirlumbia told The New York Sun

at a glance
Name ....................... Columbia University
..................

support a professorship in modern Arab studies and litera-

............

-

.................... 47% female, 53% male

“in response to the ideological assault on Israel and its sup-

as students of color ...... 55%
International ..............

with national repercussions. She “came to this with one scalp

represented, undergraduate

Bulliet, a professor of Middle Eastern history at Columbia. As
MiChelle GolDBerG, Winter 2010

The story of the 2004 uproar over Middle Eastern studies at
Columbia University actually begins a few years earlier and
a few hundred miles away, at Harvard University. There,
a campaign led by a graduate student named Rachel Fish
got Harvard to return an endowment for a chair of Islamic

the Jewish community that the Columbia campus is a hotbed
of anti-Israel propaganda.
paign was a documentary titled Columbia Unbecoming that
has never been released to the public, though a transcript

climate they regard as hostile.
In 2002, Fish, a second-year graduate student at Harvard’s Divinity School and the founder of the Harvard

initials, accusing professors in Columbia’s Middle East and
Asian Language and Culture Department of unfairness and
occasionally outright antisemitism. “Columbia and Barnard
are great schools and there’s a real vibrant Jewish life on cam-

conference about global antisemitism. At a panel discussion
-

“But for students who want a comfortable environment in
-

president of the United Arab Emirates, to endow a chair of

-

concerned students. It’s a situation where students who want
an honest discussion of the Middle East on campus are being
seminating antisemitism. It sponsored lectures by notorious
macy of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion. A guest lecturer
from Saudi Arabia had declared that “the Jewish people must
obtain human blood so that their clerics can prepare holiday

Columbia Unbecoming is in many ways a dishonest piece

didn’t want people to see who they were, except her target
audience. Her target audience [was] going to be Jewish mon-

money, collecting hundreds of signatures and garnering
allies insisted that wasn’t enough because he hadn’t personally disassociated himself from antisemitism. Unsure what to
do, Harvard put the money on hold and eventually the UAE
The Forward

the administration. In the end she agreed, and the movie was

The Jewish Week when
about Columbia Unbecoming and urging him to write about it.
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this description didn’t match his own experience. But he was
couldn’t because the documentary wasn’t public, but that he
council. He denounces the idea of Palestinian negotiations
with Israel and describes the “half-white and fully Chris-

colleagues, he noted, were less reticent.
The New York Sun

ingly tells a female Jewish student she cannot possibly have

contemptuous, of Jewish identity, writing in 2002 that “the
that they are no longer Jews, religiously or culturally, except

about the documentary from October 20, 2004 began. “During a lecture, a professor of Arab politics refuses to answer

“There was a strongly pro-Palestinian and anti-Israeli

was relying on the accounts of people who had. He was thus
publishing second-hand versions of anonymous accusations.
Columbia Unbecoming, had not received tenure when the
-

whether that mindset manifested itself in the classroom in a
As Bulliet sees it, part of the problem is that professors

vocacy approach that prevails in African-American or gender
studies. “On matters where there is a campus-wide consensus that advocacy in the classroom raises no problem—every-

echoed by the febrile conservative press. “The way to begin
wrote the Sun. “A Columbia honorary degree for Prime
Emirates … Then Columbia could set about hiring some
to The Jewish Week, a fellow Columbia professor sent Massad

sors singled out in the documentary. Of them, he chose 36
names, 30 of which he thought were Jewish, and contacted

stir things up had there not been underlying tensions. Columbia has long been at the epicenter of battles over how the
Israel/Palestine struggle is understood. It was home to the
late Edward Said, the Palestinian-American scholar who Time
reviled by neoconservatives and much of the mainstream
reputation for being both brilliant and bullying. He’s been a
target of the Right since September 11, 2001 when various

teaching as if there was—as if all decent people agreed with
Massad that the Palestinians are engaged in a valiant struggle
against a colonialist oppressor—is bound to create a perception of unfairness, even if students are free to express their
says Ariel Beery, a Columbia student who was featured in
Columbia Unbecoming, and who emerged as a leader of the
pro-Israel students. “Professors were not only teaching only
one perspective, they were bullying people who were trying
Beery claims he only cared about academic freedom—
that he wanted to broaden the debate on campus, not narrow
it. But in the media, there was at least as much focus on the
professors’ criticism of Israel as on their alleged harassment
of pro-Israel students. “In classrooms, teach-ins, interviews
promoting an I-hate-Israel agenda, embracing the ugliest of
The New York Daily News, which
As a result of the furor, Columbia president Lee C. Bol-

American academia.

decision that made almost no one happy. The professors
and their allies accused him of interfering with academic

Edward Said professorship, the charges against Massad have
not always been ridiculous. It’s true that the Right has persecuted him, but it’s also true that he’s often been bellicose,

sympathetic to Massad, including his thesis advisor, Lisa Anderson. Bollinger called on the legendary First Amendment
lawyer Floyd Abrams to advise the committee, a further sign
Meanwhile, outsiders ensured that the campus climate
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-

Some faculty felt that, by calling together a committee,

for Peace in the Middle East held a conference at Columbia
titled, “The Middle East and Academic Integrity on the

ect and Campus Watch. “I remember a meeting between Bollinger and a bunch of senior faculty, it was said in retrospect
that there [should have been] a categorical exoneration based

neoconservative Phyllis Chesler, who said that the Palestinian Solidarity Movement “is a group in my opinion that’s
tion after declaring that there is no Israeli occupation of the

-

has been said today is not only unproductive, it is counterForward.
He later told the newspaper, “In the end what we want is the
healing of the Columbia campus. Propaganda on either side

tion. The story now includes not how what’s being taught is
taught, but what is being taught, and who has captured these
merely instrumental to a larger agenda.
part because their role was so public. The committee inves2005 and it was broadly exculpatory. “Across the spectrum
of these concerns, we found no evidence of any statements
made by the faculty that could reasonably be construed as
anti-semitic. Professor Massad, for one, has been categorical
in his classes concerning the unacceptability of anti-semitic

to evacuate areas it is going to bomb, accusing her of denyin class because she disagrees, or appears to disagree, with
a faculty member on a matter of substance is not consistent
-

At the same time, he said, “Once the story got out there with
that Bollinger handled the situation as well as anyone could
In the end, despite these right-wing campaigns, Massad
professor targeted by conservatives in 2007. It’s even possible that the controversy helped Massad. According to The
Chronicle of Higher Education, Massad was actually denied
tenure in 2007. The committee evaluating him split 3 to 2 in
his favor, but the provost came down against him. This, of
pressure.
The University then did something unusual—it established a second tenure committee, even though, as The
Chronicle
after a negative decision if the Provost determines that the
made denying him tenure politically impossible. Either way,
he was granted tenure in April 2009. Rachel Fish and Ariel
Beery have both moved on, and the situation surrounding
Middle East Studies has reverted to a vaguely uneasy but

COLUMBIA: 2010–2011
M a r i a P l a n a n s K y, s P r i n G 2 0 1 1

timidation of professors by pro-Israel groups. In recent years,
veillance of professors teaching the Middle East increased.
The watch-list of professors published online from late 2002
which invited students to send in reports on their instructors,
led to the named professors receiving hate mail. We heard
in one of Professor Saliba’s classes without permission and
left after being challenged … Graduate student teaching assistants reported that they no longer felt able to express their
views freely for fear of retribution from outside bodies and

Hall. Despite limited funding in its January 2010 start-up
phase, the center, created to honor former professor Edward
ing with institutions beyond Columbia (such as the Institute
for Palestine Studies).319
During academic year 2010–2011, relations between
pro-Israel and pro-Palestinian student groups became somewhat strained despite an existing agreement that students
supportive of either Israeli and Palestinian causes remain
free from direct harassment. However, student groups on
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operation, and each other’s approaches—as well as in debates
tine members, along with the Right to Education Campaign,

He writes, “CSJP’s and others’ refusals to co-sponsor events
debate, but forbid it—something harmful for our campus.
323

In the midst of this campus-wide debate, students circu-

students living under occupation. Opponents of the simulation, in response, circulated fact sheets on the complicated

with Hillel members. This and other reactions prompted

groups debated the occasion in Columbia University’s Spectator
respectful language.320
During the Low Library event, campus Hillel put up a
-

power away from the oppressed. In other words, participat-

together … Palestinian and/or Arab youth with Israelis and is
not explicitly designed to resist or expose the occupation and
to co-sponsor its activities with Hillel since it enacted its
321

-

account the idea that dialogue between two sides can create
322

dents, as is its intent. Writes Jonah Liben, who serves on the
campus Hillel’s executive board as the Israel coordinator,
“It seems that Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine
and others have decided as either written policy or de facto
practice never to co-sponsor events with any of the four Israel
groups under Hillel’s umbrella. The argument boils down to

example of religious intolerance of Israel as a Jewish state
Israel’s right to exist.324
The debate has continued. During “Israeli Apartheid
about the nature of Israel as an apartheid system and to build
held across international academic venues. Columbia students coordinated their on-campus activities with other New
anti-Israel displays and gatherings were visible on its College
325
American taxpayer dollars are going.
Columbia’s largest pro-Israel group, LionPAC (under the
Hillel umbrella) views the initiative as “deceitful anti-Israel
articles in the Spectator about the event’s validity, and did so
in a passionate yet respectful way.326 Students from all sides
regards to Israeli policy.327 CSJP members, challenged by

Liben, writing from the Hillel perspective, believes the

328

groups, such as Hillel, which have overlapping concerns.

-

Impassioned feelings on all sides has made Middle East
to defuse.
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT IRVINE

own self-image as partisans of third-world liberation struggles, have been snide and insensitive toward students who
support Israel and its policies. These are all real problems.

at a glance

angered by the outside community’s response as they are by
the MSU’s provocations.

Name ....................... University of California, Irvine
Location ................... Irvine, California

though they’ve by no means ended. Tensions have gener-

Student body .............. Undergraduate 21,976
Gender ..................... 47% male, 53% female

in blatantly antisemitic conspiracism. Blaming Jews for the

as students of color ...... 73%
International ..............

sions between 2006 and 2010—said in 2007, “That’s exactly

MiChelle GolDBerG

Muslims when it is actually them behind the scenes [that
is] how they do this in Palestine, how they did this with the
329

world identifying ten countries indicating where, appar-

Jud Sub (Jew Süss) was publicly
Student Union at the University of California, Irvine, hosted
It is almost axiomatic among members of the American
Jewish community that University of California, Irvine (UC
Irvine) is a hotbed of antisemitic bigotry. A group of local
Jewish activists calling themselves the Orange County Indewith a strong Jewish identity should consider enrolling
time when conservative groups nationwide are claiming that
American academia is awash in hostility toward Jews, UC
Irvine would seem to be exhibit A.
To Jewish leaders on campus, this impression is profoundly frustrating. The image of Irvine as a deeply hostile,
-

X; Sayyid Qutb, the ideological father of Al Qaeda; Hasan
al-Banna, founder of the Muslim Brotherhood; and Ayatollah
Ali draws rapt crowds. Several Jewish students—many never
exposed to any sort of criticism of Israel before—reported be-

Imam of the Islamic Center in Washington D.C. He was
eventually removed from his post because of his extremism,
but that has not stopped Irvine’s MSU from embracing him.
students directly. Mentioning an event put on by Anteaters
for Israel (AFI), he declaimed, “Those of you who are still poito you. The only place we see you is at the war front. The only

students for condemnation. In January, for example, in the
the local chapter of Alpha Epsilon Pi, the international Jew330

primary argument, as much as defenders of Israeli policy

The Muslim Student Union (MSU) there is one of the more
militant in the country and it has sometimes crossed the line
from fevered denunciation of Israel into open bigotry. It has
ble things. Meanwhile, some professors, smitten with their

the fact that they have become so out of tune with the reality

out a group of UC Irvine students. “The Anteaters for Israel,
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the college pro-Israel group at the University of California,
Irvine, sent out an urgent email to the community explaining
lead us to believe that Hamas is largely responsible for any

part of their cause to prove that there’s antisemitism on our
draising and their mission … it’s very easy to fundraise when

Rights Law, which prohibits discrimination on the basis of
race, color, and national origin in programs and activities

on other adults, and it’s hard to blame members of AFI for
suspecting that they wouldn’t be treated fairly in his classes.
Given all this, it’s not surprising that there’s concern
in the wider Jewish community. Nonetheless, those most
familiar with the situation on campus insist that there’s a
huge gulf between the occasional disturbing incidents they

League (ADL), which has rarely been accused of being reticent to defend Jews, publicly opposed the lawsuit, which was
ultimately unsuccessful.

outsiders. Worse, when Jewish groups that have investigated
the situation on campus—including Orange County Hillel
that things aren’t that bad, they are accused of being insuf-

-

have a tradition of radical activism, anti-Israel agitation is a
-

the founder of AFI, also publicly opposed the suit.
The alarmists weren’t chastened by this resistance.
for being part of the problem. The following year, after the

anti-Israel students tend to be more radical than those at
ric is not secular leftist, but rather tends towards theocratic
Islamic fundamentalism. Given that they are on a fairly
apolitical campus within a deeply conservative surrounding
community, they’re relatively marginal. Overall then, UC

-

inviting hate-mongers to school. But it does mean that,
particularly oppressed and are somewhat irritated by the
widespread perception that they are. Those close to Jewish
life on campus say that things have been improving over
time–the MSU is slightly more careful and less radical in
its rhetoric, and there have been some preliminary steps to
create dialogue among students. In 2007 Jewish, Muslim,
Palestine together to promote mutual understanding. But
one wouldn’t sense any of this from the way the campus is
discussed in much of the Jewish world and media.

O’Grady, the ADL’s Orange County Regional Director, says

UC Irvine, the issue exploded in the Jewish press once again.
Israel bias on the part of many in the faculty provides a fertile
environment for the MSU and its anti-Israel and anti-Semitic
gating its leadership responsibilities and failing “to educate
And it accused the Jewish Federation, the Anti-Defamation
League, Hillel, and the American Jewish Committee of failing
to hold “the University and its leadership accountable for its
In response, AFI, The Jewish Student Union, and the Jewish fraternity Alpha Epsilon Pi and sorority Epsilon Phi put
out a statement disagreeing with the report’s conclusions.
“Jewish students are physically safe and secure on our cam“There’s been a lot of misinformation put out about what’s

-

man, Executive Director of Orange County Hillel, says of the
outside Jewish groups who’ve gotten involved in the issue.
-

AFI, told the OC Register
tions out there that are very passionate and concerned, but
them yet.

THE DRAMA OF THE “IRVINE ELEVEN”
into what was going on at UC Irvine. But as it became clear

tion of antisemitism and listening to only the most alarmed
voices, Hillel and AFI both distanced themselves from its

Jon sussMan anD Maria PlanansKy

bassador to the United States Michael Oren at the University
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of California Irvine did not go smoothly. Over the course of

The issue seemed to have been resolved, but in a surprise
move in February 2011, the Orange County District Attorney

fending student was led peacefully out of the hall and placed

After six of the students were subpoenaed to appear before a

Some applauded. Others were outraged. Media around the

ticularly the Simon Weisenthal Center, applauded the DA’s
move. Notably, several of the students’ prominent critics,
including the Jewish Federation and the UC Irvine administration, stated that they were not in favor of civil prosecution, arguing instead that the University had already applied
an appropriate punishment.
ing concern about free speech on campus, especially in
regards to the Middle East. Up the coastline from UC Irvine,

depth in Jewish, Muslim, and Middle East-interest communi-

intolerance on campus and argued that university administrators must “address a campus climate that leaves students
University of California, Irvine administration understood the disruption as a violation of campus policies and

before the statute of limitations was to expire, the students
were charged with disruption of a meeting and conspiracy
to disrupt a meeting. The students and their supporters protested the charges, arguing that the exercise of free speech

for allegedly tolerating antisemitic activities. A lecturer at
-

ing would encourage an antisemitic environment, while
Muslim groups argued that punishment would indicate
that Muslims are not allowed to exercise freedom of speech.
Investigators discovered that emails planning the disruption
had been sent through the Muslim Student Union’s listserv.
Despite the Muslim Student Union’s (MSU) protestations, UC
the disruption. Initially, administrators sought to ban MSU
for a year, but after strong protest from Muslim-American
groups, this was commuted to a one semester ban and two
years of probation.

campus created a hostile environment “tantamount to
institutional discrimination against Jewish students, which
has resulted in their intellectual and emotional harassment
crimination that are at least partly based on ethnicity, which
slide into antisemitism.
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY
at a glance
Name ....................... McGill University
Location ................... Montreal, Quebec
Student body .............. Undergraduate 22,523
Gender ..................... 41% male, 59% female
as students of color ......
International .............. 17%, 136 foreign countries
represented

i l a n a r o t h Ko P f & M a r i a P l a n a n s K y

Canadian and British universities have encountered many
of the same tensions between fostering a pluralistic envihave colleges in the United States. This has been especially
problematic in the context of Middle East tensions. It seems
valuable to include at least one example of these tendencies,
and so we refer to the recent situation at Canada’s McGill
University.
McGill University, a public university located in Montrehome of approximately 35,000 undergraduate and graduate
students, with nearly 20 percent of enrolled students coming
from outside Canada. McGill’s extensive academic programs
in religion include its Institute for Islamic Studies, Interuniversity Consortium for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies, a
Middle East Studies Program, Jewish Studies Department and
Jewish Teacher Training Program, and the McGill Middle East
Program for Civil Society and Peacebuilding. Both Muslim

Montreal, or to the McGill campus.
In 2005, Muslim students expressed their dissatisfaction
when space they had been leasing for prayer services was
withdrawn for other administrative use. While the administration suggested that the Muslim Students Association
had done, MSA students countered that a space on campus
was necessary if devout Muslim students were to both attend

university to condemn Israeli “bombings of education instiadd its voice to this condemnation.
Some students felt that this motion encouraged the SSMU
bombing of educational institutions, it was an appropribefore and after the assembly, students debated whether this
motion should have been allowed at the General Assembly
(GA) at all. When the room was physically divided to count
votes, many students expressed their discomfort with being
The following winter, SPHR was again before the GA,

-

expand the mandate of the McGill Financial Ethics Review
Board and, should the expansion of the mandate fail, create a
Corporate Social Responsibility committee, they singled out
Israeli actions in the Palestinian territories. Their language
was reminiscent of the international Boycott, Divestment,
WHEREAS McGill University continues to have ties
ing from the unlawful occupation of the Occupied
Palestinian Territories, the occupation of which has
been declared illegal by the following organizations:
The United Nations Security Council, United Nations
General Assembly, International Court of Justice, and
the International Committee of the Red Cross, and;
WHEREAS the occupation of The Occupied Palestinian Territories has also been declared illegal by the
following UN Resolutions: Resolution 181, Resolution
242, Resolution 446, Resolution 452, Resolution 465,
Resolution 471, and Resolution 476, as well as Article
1 of the UN Charter, and the following Covenants: The
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
and the International Covenant on Economic, Social,
and Cultural Rights, both of which have been signed
Many Jewish students and faculty found this extraneous

ratifying the suggested procedural changes. But the contro-

Further contention has emerged in the context of Middle
Eastern politics. The General Assembly of the Students’
Society of McGill University, the forum in which students
can directly participate in administrative decisions each

SSMU, and a former Hillel chapter president, claiming that

independently formed campus student group, Solidarity for
Palestinian Human Rights (SPHR). In 2009, SPHR motioned
for the Students’ Society of McGill University (SSMU) and

in an impartial manner.
SPHR alleged in their petition to the Judicial Board that
Newburgh, due to his presidency of Hillel-Montreal, was not
impartial to the motion. Some cited Newburgh’s connection
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to his roommate, who, at the time, was president of Hillel
Montreal, which led the campaign against the motion.
At the time, Newburgh viewed the SPHR’s petition as

The threatening tweets were widely covered in Canadian
media, with outlets such as Global and Toronto Star reporting
on the campus happenings, as well as Fox News.
McGill Tribune

SSMU president Ivan Neilson said that he and other GA

am not a terrorist. I am not a threat to my fellow students on

“Considering in [Newburgh’s] case that he was the president of Hillel-Montreal, entirely separate from the McGill
context … [and] separate from SSMU, his involvement was

sensitive subject and it’s easy to become worked up
about it if you care passionately about the issue. I also
realize that anti-Zionism tends to go hand in hand with
anti-Semitism because of the complex relationship be-

Neilson.
has opinions, but you are either impartial or you aren’t.
Throughout the entire interviews [Newburgh and another
331

17. On June 24, the Judicial Board dismissed SPHR’s petition
against Newburgh, stating that they found that Newburgh
332

In the spring semester of academic year 2010–2011, the
Indoctrinate U, the 2007 docu-

line when it comes to criticizing Israel and Zionism. I
do not harbour any hatred towards Jewish people. My
Jewish sister-in-law, whom I love very dearly, and my
niece who is Jewish by tradition are both people that
are close to my heart and their cultural or religious
backgrounds have nothing to do with how I see them.
My objection to the policies of the state of Israel and
the treatment of the Palestinians are purely political
334

Student response seemed to be tempered, however, with

-

some on campus challenged the McGill community to face
could really be considered to be threatening to Jews; whether
a stated fantasy of shooting was tantamount to threat;

333

tweet incident created an incentive for the McGill commuattachment to Islam. His sister-in-law is Jewish, he added,
and he doesn’t consider himself antisemitic. “I don’t have a

CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011 <<< PAGE 65 >>> WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

335

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY AND
GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY

begun in 2002, was related to the prosecution of Sami AlArian, an ethnic Palestinian computer-engineering professor
at University of South Florida in Tampa, on charges that he
funneled money to Palestinian Islamic Jihad. It encompassed

at a glance
Name ....................... Temple University
Location ................... Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Student body .............. 27,623 undergraduates
Gender .....................
students of color ......... 29%
International .............. 121 foreign countries represented

says, and neither did IIIT, as “it would have been more hurtTherefore, there was no public debate on campus, she
says, until the Philadelphia Inquirer
Inquirer

Name ...................... George Mason University

-

Location ...................

-

Student body .............. Undergraduate 20,157
Gender .....................

International .............. 129 foreign countries represented

DIFFERENT INSTITUTIONS, DIFFERENT
CHOICES

Temple, in inner-city Philadelphia, and George Mason, in the
steven Wishnia

THE STRUGGLE OVER AN ISLAMIC STUDIES
CHAIR AT TEMPLE AND GEORGE MASON
UNIVERSITIES

In 2007, the International Institute of Islamic Thought offered Temple University $1.5 million to endow a chair in
Islamic studies. The Philadelphia university’s religion department eagerly accepted.
The International Institute of Islamic Thought (IIIT),
with universities is “bridging the intellectual divide between
an understanding of Islam and Muslims in America, and to
have had any say in what was taught, says Temple religion
professor Rebecca Alpert. However, says Alpert, both parties
Mahmoud Ayoub, the Lebanese-born author of The Qur’an
and Its Interpreters, Islam: Faith and History, and The Crisis of
Muslim History: Religion and Politics in Early Islam, who was
about to retire.
That fall, four days before the department was scheduled
to hold a party to celebrate Ayoub’s appointment, the news
terrorism investigation of IIIT was complete. That probe,

They are publicly funded, but independently run. Temple is
in 1972.
Both are large institutions, with more than 30,000
students and satellite campuses abroad, but a substantial
In the fall of 2009, Temple’s students were about 15 percent
Afro-American, 10 percent Asian, 3.5 percent Latino, and 4
percent international.
George Mason welcomed the IIIT donation. “The gift will
allow Mason to build upon the rich Islamic culture present in
its diverse student body, faculty and the surrounding communities and position the university as a leading authority in
-

In October 2009, Mason hired Cemil Aydin, who speof Aydin’s, pledged $4 million more to the Islamic studies
program, and the university named it after him. In October
National Endowment for the Humanities to run a program
called “The Legacies of Muslim Societies in the Emergence of
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“If the issue were of a professor who refused to teach
Jewish students, that would be a legitimate complaint, but
the idea that Temple University should not accept funding

press-release interview, citing the campus’s “more than 15
scholars researching and teaching on issues related to the

-

cant number of Muslim students. “Moreover, our students

Lewis Gordon, an African-American Jew. “This is not a case
of a documented terrorist group. The donors were considered

have an opportunity to move beyond the simple introductory facts and discuss more complex issues related to Islamic

“It seems to me that the accusations leveled against
the IIIT are a matter of guilt by association, based more on

George Mason’s acceptance of the IIIT donation drew relatively little protest from the Far Right. The Washington Times

ry professor Gregory Urwin wrote in an October 2007 open
letter to Temple President Ann Weaver Hart. Urwin noted
that he had spent ten days in Israel that summer studying
counterterrorism.
In the early 1990s, IIIT had given $50,000 to World and

“still operating under the cloud of a six-year federal terrorism
who said his understanding was that the investigation was
FrontPage Magazine [see proeconomics professor Walter E. Williams—apparently did not
cover the story. Neither did National Review Online, which

issues that Professor Sami Al-Arian had run at University
of South Florida. According to Alpert, IIIT gave Al-Arian
the money to hold a conference, but “the relationship
clear that they [IIIT] would have no influence over who

BEHIND THE SCENES AT TEMPLE

Lewis Gordon says Temple trustee Richard Fox, a
wealthy real-estate developer in the Philadelphia/South
Jersey area, was the main force behind the trustees’ decision
not to accept the IIIT donation. Fox is on the local board of
Middle East Forum. A longtime Republican activist, he was
-

dedicated to the idea that mainstream Muslim groups are
respectability to worm their way into American society so
they can gain a position to do more damage when the call
“Should Islamists get smart and avoid mass destruction,

Fox chaired the Temple board for 17 years and the university’s business school was named after him in 1999. Fox also
runs the Jewish Policy Center, which “asserts that Jewish

-

outdated ideas of the past. This includes optimism over misguided Middle East peace deals, appeasement of dictators,
and unrealistic hopes that dangerous realities in the Middle

One subsidiary of Pipes’s Middle East Forum, Campus
Watch
tion and biases of Middle East studies in North American
Campus Watch
-

It also “strongly supports the global war against Islamic

“Had Mahmoud Ayoub been allowed to head a newly endowed Islamic studies program at Temple University it would

free trade and related economic policies. The center’s Board
with William Bennett, Mona Charen, David Frum, Michael

horse spreading Islamism inside a respected educational

-

Campus Watch’s site.
-

associations and ties … we believe there is a very good reason
why the Islamists were willing to spend over a million dollars
-

his wife, Midge Decter, and their son, John.

Temple
Faculty Herald, Gordon wrote that Fox had “protested
against the chair by appealing to accusations of IIIT supDepartment of Religion, he added, “responded by pointing
out that the main support for the accusations were from the
“warns his readers of a Left Wing Conspiracy that includes,

sity’s Islamic studies program and was a cofounder of IIIT.
According to Alpert, he refused to teach Jewish students. “He
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DAVID HOROWITZ AND IIIT

ing about foreign policy even when their classes aren’t about
-

tion is not a sign of innocence. The Left, he writes on the

The Pennsylvania legislature did not pass the bill. However, says Gregory Urwin, as a result of those hearings, “a

history of dissembling about its agendas. In the past, the
groups which concealed the radical agendas of those who

at the hearings, the student, Christian DeJohn, sued Temple

He applies the same logic to Muslim groups. The Muslim
Students Association, the Council on American Islamic Relations, and the Muslim American Society, he writes, are “all

Urwin, who had told him he’d have to rewrite his thesis if he
awarded DeJohn $1 compensation for his claim that Temple’s
former sexual-harassment policy violated his free-speech
rights.

In October 2007, while the Board of Trustees was conthin, relying mainly on guilt by association. He cites a May
1991 Muslim Brotherhood document, “An Explanatory
Memorandum on the General Strategic Goal for the Group in
-

... so that ... God’s religion [Islam] is made victorious over all
scheme to recruit American Muslims into a comprehensive
tion IIIT. The list of the 29 groups appears as an appendix,
with the comment “Imagine if they all march according to

-

ranged an appearance by Dutch Freedom Party leader Geert
Wilders, who has urged banning the Quran. The Temple
College Republicans co-sponsored it.
The Muslim Students Association (MSA) protested, saying that Wilders would create “an unsafe atmosphere where
author responded that the MSA was trying to “censor critics
-

defendant in two class-action lawsuits brought by victims of

Wilders told the crowd at Temple, “Where Islam sets
bodyguards ushered him out of the room after people began

WHY TEMPLE?
One-Party Classroom calls it
The Professors lists Lewis
Gordon and Temple Geography/Urban Studies Professor
Melissa Gilbert among the 101 worst radical professors at
U.S. universities, “representative of thousands of radicals
who teach our children and who also happen to be alleged exterrorists, racists, murderers, sexual deviants, anti-Semites,

Aydin of George Mason. He notes that in 2005, Saudi Prince
Alwaleed Bin Talal attracted little controversy when he donated $20 million each to Harvard and Georgetown to fund
Islamic studies at those universities. Aydin says he hasn’t
seen “any discrimination about the post or any controversy or

a state legislative committee to enact his “Academic Bill of
Temple, says Lewis Gordon, is vulnerable to such pressures because it’s publicly supported and thus entwined in

of views with their students. Critics called it an attempt to
claimed that a Pennsylvania State University biology professor had shown Michael Moore’s anti-Bush documentary
Fahrenheit 9/11 in class before the 2004 election. But he
told the Inside Higher Ed website that he had no proof that
but added that “everybody who is familiar with universities

-

sees the campaign against the Islamic studies chair at Temple
-

versity’s place as an institution where people can develop the
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-

For Temple’s Rebecca Alpert, the issue is also one of

he concludes, served a vision of the university as a place
but stay out of the world of political discourse, which is an
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UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS
AT AMHERST
at a glance
Name ....................... UMass Amherst
Location ................... Amherst, Massachusetts
Student body .............. 21,000 undergraduates,
6,000 graduate students
Gender ..................... 50% female, 50% male
as students of color ...... 21%
.... Undergraduate 6% Jewish,
7% Muslim
International .............. 70 countries, est. 13% international

reBeCCa steinitz, Winter 2011

sachusetts system. It is located in the town of Amherst, about
two hours west of Boston. Amherst is also the site of Amherst
the Five College consortium, which shares libraries, courses,
programs, and other educational resources.
University of Massachusetts, Amherst (UMass) is a large
state university with almost 21,000 undergraduates and
land grant agricultural college, the university’s name change
setts Agricultural College to Massachusetts State College in
1931 and University of Massachusetts at Amherst in 1947.
124 graduate programs in its nine schools and colleges which
include Agriculture, Education, Engineering, Humanities
and Fine Arts, Management, Natural Sciences, Nursing,
Public Health and Health Sciences, and Social and Behavioral
Sciences. While the university occupies the same site as it did
herst, is now a large self-contained campus with numerous
academic buildings, substantial athletic facilities, and six
residential areas.
of the undergraduate students at UMass have been from
Massachusetts, though that number dropped to 74 percent
in 2010, suggesting that there may be some truth to public
perceptions that the university is trying to gain revenue by
admitting more out-of-state students. 79 percent of undergraduates are White and 21 percent are of African-American,

Latino, Asian, or American Indian descent. The undergraduate population is approximately 50 percent male and 50 percent female. While the university does not collect information on religion, both the Cooperative Institutional Research
Program Freshman Survey, administered by University of
California, Los Angeles’ Higher Education Research Instithat about 6 percent (or approximately 1,200 to 1,500) of
undergraduates are Jewish and 7 percent are Muslim.
The University’s Judaic and Near Eastern Studies prominor in Middle Eastern Studies, and minors in Hebrew and
Arabic. It also sponsors the Center for Jewish Studies. The
program encourages study abroad and the university operates an exchange program with the American University in

include 53 Judaic Studies courses and only four Middle Eastern Studies Courses (though it should be noted that Middle
Eastern Studies is an interdisciplinary program in which maments, as well as at the other Five Colleges). In academic year
2010–2011, of the program’s eight faculty members, seven
teach Judaic Studies, while the eighth is Director of Middle
Eastern Studies.
UMass provides housing for 12,000 students in 45 resito high-rise dorms to apartment buildings. One of the goals
of Housing and Residence Life is clearly to create community
in a large university. There are numerous special residence
-

for Multicultural, Asian-American, Native American, and
LGBTQ students, and students of African descent. There is
no residential programming for Jewish or Muslim students,
though Jewish students can choose to live in Hillel’s Jewish
Living and Learning Community.

Jewish fraternities and sororities), many ethnic and political groups, and in academic year 2010–2011, there were
Students Club, the Jewish Student Union, the Muslim Public

cational and cultural events including an annual Freedom

-

-

Student Union, the Muslim Students Association (MSA), and
Leaders in Business. The University also has a Chabad House.
There is no Muslim chaplain and little other visible programming for Muslims besides the MSA.
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ANTISEMITISM AND ISLAMOPHOBIA AT
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS, AMHERST

In comparison to 15 or 20 years ago, the campus climate

Department and Director of the Center for Jewish Studies,
-

those who responded to the survey were more inclined to
notice and/or perceive antisemitism.
This gap between the perceptions and experiences of
today’s students may also be related to the past history of conand 1990s, a time of similar turmoil across the country. Race
and racism have long been—and continue to be—issues at
faculty member Julius Lester shifted from Afro-American
When African-American students brought Minister Louis

Islamophobic incidents. Whereas in past years, Goldbaum

itself appears to have dissolved.
Supporting these anecdotal accounts, little evidence
exists of antisemitic or Islamophobic activity at UMass. Between 2007 and 2009 (the latest data available), the campus
bias and the other as sexual orientation bias. Neither the
Daily Collegian, the university’s newspaper, nor the local
newspaper, the Daily Hampshire Gazette, contain references
references to Jews, Muslims, antisemitism, and Islamophobia in the Daily Collegian occur in the context of commentary
-

cussed below.
Despite this general sense of calm, the student percepSurvey are somewhat more complex. 22 percent of students
surveyed felt that antisemitism exists on campus “to a great

and nearby campuses; the controversy garnered national
news coverage. In 1995, an antisemitic letter from an emeritus professor appeared in the Daily Collegian, and the Jewish

antisemitism and racism on campus.
During these years, the university made a concerted
the commissioning of a Diversity Action Plan, the university
initiated a long-term, campus-wide Community, Diversity,
of Women, the Status of Minorities, and Gay, Lesbian,
Department of Afro-American Studies, and the Institute for
Advanced Study in the Humanities collaborated to support
respected historian in the Afro-American Studies department, and Maurianne Adams, a Jewish faculty member. This
course, which was developed out of a faculty seminar, was
Strangers & Neighbors: Relations Between Blacks and
Jews in the United States.
-

baum sums up the resulting shift, “We don’t have those
comments. Interestingly, a Jewish student comments on this
very factor, reporting that “in my fraternity you’ll hear Jews,

ing cultural priorities, both nationally and among college

-

It is worth noting that the survey had a 40 percent response

than antisemitism). Goldbaum believes that today’s UMass

of the total number of Jewish undergraduates). Given that the
Jewish student body at UMass appears to be divided between
students who are very actively involved in Jewish life and

predecessors. “The fact of their Jewish identity is part of their
of how things have changed. Whereas Jews used to have their
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comfortable with the fact that they’re historically Jewish and
they’re totally comfortable with the fact that lots of non-Jews
The number of UMass students actively involved with
issues on campus, today many Jewish students pay little atdents who are involved with Jewish life are mostly involved

experienced anti-Muslim [sentiments] out of the classroom.
People were very respectful…. I never saw persecution on
pro-Palestinian and pro-Israeli activists are respectful and
even friendly in non-political contexts.
relations on campus is probably both a cause and a conse-

-

students, many Jewish and Muslim students identify more
strongly with other aspects of campus life and have little
interest in Jewish and Muslim activities and issues.
in the political arena, especially with regard to Israel/Palesa 2009 debate on a student government resolution that called
for divestment from Israel as part of socially responsible
investment policy and the 2010 speech by an Israel Defense
Force soldier, which was protested by pro-Palestinian activJews on campus and Islamophobic by Muslims. For instance,
ity with the Palestinians, Jewish students interpreted their
Both professors and students note that this tension is
also highly apparent in the classroom. Laila Alasmar, a 2010

the sponsors of the annual Freedom Seder, initially created
Bilal’s
Stand
to counter the anti-Muslim sentiments that have become
prominent in the United States since the lower Manhattan
ments from gaining a foothold at UMass—an attempt that
appears to have been largely successful.
cal Muslims is also surely rooted in the fact that UMass is a
largely liberal campus (in the CIRP Freshman Survey, only
the Right) located in a very liberal area with a strong proPalestinian community. It does seem, however, that Muslim
students experience—or at least perceive—more bias than
Jewish students even if it is not on the scale of recent national
outbursts. The fact that there is little campus infrastructure

Muslim students faced in trying to obtain space for Friday
Muslims…, the people who side a lot with Jews or Israelis,
[and] the ones who are very neutral and go either way. They
a fear of Muslims and what Islam promotes especially when

resistance because they were Muslim, but there have also
been long-term issues with space assignment at UMass. The
new ORSL hopes to begin collecting data on the experience
of Muslim students and supporting them in building campus
understanding and awareness of their traditions and concerns—much as the OJA did for Jewish students.
In short, UMass Amherst has come a long way, but it still
has places to go.
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UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI

focus was on understanding Jewish and Muslim practices of
worship. Muslim students brought prayer rugs, and performed their evening service with Jews in attendance. Jewish
students, in turn, shared their evening prayers and accompa-

at a glance
Name ....................... University of Miami
Location ................... Coral Gables, Florida

ing the Ramadan fast.
The theme of religious pluralism inspired Jews and
Muslims (JAM) to co-sponsor a series of gatherings called

Student body ..............
Gender .....................

-

as a “two-way street of teller and listener [that] leads to the

students of color .........
International .............. 9.21%

small groups and pairs about their experience of faith, culco-sponsored with Hillel, Muslim Students at the University
of Miami, and the Catholic Student Association, has become

elena stone

30 students per semester. JAM member Alysse Mische notes
an important rule at these gatherings—when it comes to

BRIDGING THE DIVIDE: JEWS AND MUSLIMS
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI

respond to issues or incidents in the news.
Mische is one of a small number of Christian students

As a grandchild of Jews who survived the Holocaust, it
seemed natural for University of Miami student Shoshana

response to the stereotyping of Muslims stemming from the

-

with both Muslims and Jews. “Most of the Christians that got

-

them get along,’“she observes.
The broader interfaith theme was the inspiration for

of Muslims and Jews. It began with a conversation between
Dosani, who introduced themselves after hearing Gottesman

tions between Muslims, Christians, and Jews through sacred
sound and music began in Chicago and has spread through
concerts in cities around the country. A standing-room-only
audience of more than 150 people, many from outside the
-

between Muslims and Jews on the University of Miami (UM)

been fostered by society and Jewish-Muslim relations around
the world.
Called simply JAM—for Jews and Muslims—the group
built on the spirit of the three founders’ initial conversation.
The focus was on creating a welcoming atmosphere where
Jews and Muslims could learn about each other’s traditions
meeting was small—about eight or nine students, remem-

-

friend before.’ The idea was to create relationships, bringing
together groups that have been divided in the larger world. It
Slowly, the number of participants grew, with meetings

playing Johann Sebastian Bach, a Jewish vocal ensemble
and music. Highlights of the concert included recitations
the diversity of the audience, and, notes Mische, the beauty
of the music was a powerful connective force. “We were so
-

campus. Indeed, with more than 15,600 students and one of
the most diverse student bodies in the nation, the University
of Miami points proudly to a campus climate of pluralism
JAM, interaction between the university’s Muslims and Jews
was a rarity. “We wanted to be proactive and come together
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tesman. “If incidents of Islamophobia or antisemitism came
up in the news, we would send out a message that would

led to heightened tensions between pro-Israel and pro-Palestinian factions on many college campuses. There was no such
escalation at the University of Miami. Along with the absence
of an active pro-Palestinian group at the school, Gottesman

An outreach video featuring two of the conference

their own Middle Eastern origins—Gottesman grew up in
edged the frustration and discouragement that many who
care deeply about peace were feeling. “There are days that it
when you should be trying even harder? This is the time,

day period. While most attendees were living in Florida, they
represented a broad range of national origins, from Israel
Abu Sarah, a Muslim born in Jerusalem, both of the InstiUniversity. After losing members of his family to Palestinian
-

Abu Sarah, as well as peace activists, academics, and inter-

UM’s Student Islamic Center. Each day of the conference was
hostility and now travel the United States to promote tolerance and reconciliation as the path to peace between Israelis
and Palestinians. More than 50 students came to hear them

campus and gave the group the chance to promote its mission to a wider audience.
The success of Bridging the Divide emboldened JAM to
go further to address the Israeli-Palestinian impasse. The
Arabic—a national student conference on “A Pluralistic Aption with the Clinton Global Initiative in October 2010. The
conference’s mission was to “provide university students
with the connections and tools needed to build trust among
religious and ethnic communities in order to establish social
change by serving the central needs of the peoples involved

Hand in Hand does not aim to choose a political side,
but rather educate students of the many voices that exist within Christian, Jewish, and Muslim communities
and provide the tools to utilize these voices for change
in a globalized world. Through creativity and interactive experiences at the conference, university students
will foster connections with the leading Israelis and
Palestinians who promote change through nonviolence, and thus discover how to also instill those values
and ethics within the American discourse about the
ship is crucial and demands awareness.

as education and the environment.
JAM’s success in bridging the Jewish-Muslim divide at UM
yields a number of lessons for other activists interested in repof friendship and building trust. “People have said to me that

their reality, because then they’ll shut down. People have to
ences get to an unmanageable point. “Even if there were no
outward signs [of problems for Muslim and Jewish students],

on campus for Jews and Muslims to interact and address

Finally, there is the simple lesson of the power of students
vision real and have a vital impact. “I would say the biggest
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UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO

applying a double standard.337 This debate has been played
out across the nation, and at the University of New Mexico
(UNM) the controversy is ongoing.

at a glance
Name ....................... University of New Mexico

ABOUT UNM

Location ...................
Student body .............. Undergraduate 21,332
Gender ..................... 45% male, 55% female
students of color ......... 50%
International .............. 0.97%

BOYCOTT, DIVESTMENT AND SANCTIONS
(BDS) HEATS UP AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW
MEXICO
aBDelnasser rashiD

In the last several years, the University of New Mexico has
An increase in pro-Palestinian activism is part of a broader
national trend that has emerged since the launch of the
Global Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions Movement. Since
have signed the call for people of conscience throughout the
world “to impose broad boycotts and implement divestment
initiatives (BDS) against Israel similar to those applied to
336
Then, in 2006, former
U.S. President Jimmy Carter published Palestine: Peace Not
Apartheid
This was followed by the publication of The Israel Lobby and
U.S. Foreign Policy by Stephen Walt and John Mearsheimer,
professors at Harvard University and the University of Chicago, respectively. Walt and Mearsheimer’s controversial

the U.S. government to act. These developments, along
been among the catalysts for the resurgence of the Palestinian solidarity movement on university campuses. The feeling
among such groups is that Israel has been allowed to act with
impunity in all of these cases and that governments, particularly the U.S. government, have demonstrated that they will
not hold Israel accountable for its actions.
Many have argued that the international grassroots Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) Movement is the most

in graduate and other programs. Students of color comprise
by Latinos, who comprise one-third of the student body,
and American Indians, who comprise 6 percent. Forty-six
percent of students are White.338 The Muslim Students Association estimates that there are approximately 150 Muslim
students on campus. Hillel estimates that the number of Jewish students enrolled is 250.339 The number of Muslims and
Jews combined is under 2 percent of the total student body.
Student groups involved in the debates around the Israel/
Palestine issue include the Muslim Students Association
(MSA), Hillel, and the Israel Alliance. The Coalition for Peace
and Justice in the Middle East (hereon referred to as the Coalition) on campus describes itself as “a nonpartisan, nonsectarness about how our tax dollars are being spent, and to advo340
As UNM
below, campus life is often shaped by communication and
visits by outside parties.

LIFE FOR MUSLIM STUDENTS AT UNM

Danya Musafa is a freshman at UNM and serves as co-president of the Coalition as well as on the executive board of the
MSA. “Things are mostly peaceful. We don’t have people
Linda, California event in March 2011 where Muslims were
charity. UNM has a very diverse student body where minoriBut the peace is occasionally interrupted. “It [anti-Muslim sentiment] seems to come out during Islam Awareness
tent with educational material on Islam, and Muslim students have come to expect some visitors who will call them
terrorists along with other slurs. A member of the MSA was
opponents.
Danya Musafa describes a complicated relationship
between the Coalition and the UNM administration. The

associated with campus life, often describe the movement as
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2001 “in response to the second Intifada and the misunderMuslim students have also pointed to the website of

-

that portrays a mustached Santa Claus with a false
Arabic accent riding a missile and singing, “Oh what fun
341

347

In October the Jewish Federations of North America and
initiative to oppose BDS across the country, an initiative they
Telegraphic Agency, the initiative is “charged with countering the growing campaign to isolate Israel as a rogue state
Israeli government and Jewish groups see as an existential

342

348, 349

BDS CAMPAIGN AT UNM

Margaret Leicester, a Jewish graduate student who returned
to pursue a degree in Educational Leadership after an extended period away from school, converted to Judaism and visited
Israel, and was able to do so in 1990. But the direction of her
United States. She says the experience allowed her “to see
ter had a direct connection to Israel/Palestine for over two
decades, she says that the turning point in her activism was
Though she was involved in local Jewish groups, Leicester as
a graduate student at UNM became one of the cofounders of
made in 2010 when the Coalition, following the example of

estine.343 The call for BDS states that “non-violent punitive
measures should be maintained until Israel meets its obligaself-determination and fully complies with the precepts of
344

student paper, the Daily Lobo, “Our aim is not to target Israel

CAMPUS SPEAKERS SPARK CONTROVERSY
invited Ali Abunimah, a Palestinian-American author, cofounder of the Electronic Intifada

Studies and Peace Studies Departments at UNM as well as a
number of student and community groups.350 In response to
Mexico, sent a letter to the directors of the American Studies
and Peace Studies departments, Professors Alex Lubin and
Abunimah is a representative of the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement, a global
movement intent on destroying Israel and her credibility in the world. It is an adjunct to what Hamas
and Hezbollah are doing frontally, and according to
the Anti-Defamation League, ‘BDS is about the three
D’s: “Demonization, Delegitimization, and applying
a Double Standard.’ This movement is disinterested in
peace, the exchange of ideas or legitimate dialogue.
Its tactics deny Israel’s cultural products; deny Israel’s
emissaries the right to be heard; delegitimize the Jewish historical ties to Israel; and portray Zionism not
as an expression of peoplehood, but as an extension of
European colonization.This is all anti-Semitism in its
clearest, most noxious form.

Members of the Coalition point to
the parallels between Israeli policies and those of apartheid
345

overturning apartheid.346 They believe a divestment campaign allows them to educate the student body about the
Palestinian struggle. Such a campaign is considered espeshowing students that as members of the UNM community
in companies it argues are engaged in human rights abuses.
In January 2010, StandWithUs, a cross-campus Israel

1) We are not opposed to Ali Abunimah speaking at the
University of New Mexico.
2.) We are not opposed to any student group sponsoring this talk.
3). We are opposed to departmental sponsorship of
this talk, as we believe that Ali Abunimah calls for the
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destruction of the State of Israel, and thus, it is not
appropriate for a department in a public university to
condone such language.”

the Jerusalem Post and a reserve soldier in the Israel Defense
351

Professor Les Field, the director of the Peace Studies
department, has been teaching at UNM since 1994. He is the
-

and the event received partial funding from the university
co-sponsored the event.

THE ROLE OF COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

Because UNM is located in an urban setting, community
you’re supporting antisemitism, and you shouldn’t do that,
and the letter is copied to the dean and the provost of the uni-

same progressive Jewish synagogue; she gave my daughter a

other parts of the university. Field explains that the provost
felt the need to respond to the letter from the Jewish Federation of New Mexico (JFNM) because the Federation ostensibly
represents New Mexico’s Jewish community. However, in
a letter to the editor of the Daily Lobo, Professors Lubin and
well as the larger community of peace activists.352

The encounter caused Professor Field to believe “that
going their way, and they need to react in the most extreme

a monopoly over Jewish public opinion, Margaret Leicester
have a singular voice on Israel. Leicester is a member of An-

event, Field was not certain whether he agreed with Abunhim.
Professor Alex Lubin, who also received the letter from
Hillel and the Jewish Federation, described the situation as
site, claimed that I was giving legitimacy to a speaker
that the authors believed were antisemitic. Their claim
was that Abunimah delegitimates Israel and therefore
is antisemitic. I found the letter to be absurd. It not
only defamed Abunimah and misrepresented his arguments, but it also defamed me by claiming, in a veiled
way, that I was antisemitic for sponsoring the event.
The letter was intended to send a chilling message that
any and all debate about Israel/Palestine would be
monitored and made legitimate through two conservative Jewish organizations.

THE ROLE OF THE UNM ADMINISTRATION
with Professors Field and Lubin. She wanted them to clarify

tion to Stop $30 Billion to Israel, which includes another Jew-

sponsored by the Coalition to Stop $30 Billion to Israel.

RESPONSES TO ACCUSATIONS OF
ANTISEMITISM
Danya Musafa laughs. She had been called an antisemite and
that she is an easy target for criticism because she is Palestinian. She points out that many members of the Coalition—
including its founder and nearly half of the active membership—are Jewish-Americans. One former member is Israeli.
This is consistent with the message of Peter Beinart’s essay
in the New York Review of Books, in which he describes what
among American Jewish youth. According to Beinart, a study
about military force, a commitment to human rights. And in
353

providing funding. According to Field, if the department had
provided funding for the event they would have been accused
of providing funding for an antisemite; the rhetorical impact
of such an accusation would be far greater than being scolded
for co-sponsorship. This contrasted with an event held ear-

UNM’s Musafa stresses that she respects Judaism but
Israel last year and says she considers it tragic that the term
memory of those who died in the Holocaust, Jews who experienced antisemitism in its most deadly form.
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In response to claims that Abunimah and the BDS moveThe Coalition for Peace and Justice in the Middle East
and its many sponsors will unambiguously communicate to every single person in the room that denouncing
Israel’s inhumane policies is not a crime, nor is it antiSemitic. We will take this opportunity to educate and
raise awareness on the UNM campus and in the larger
Albuquerque community about the Israel-Palestine
issue and the BDS campaign. Abunimah personally
invites Jewish Federation and Hillel members to attend
his talk on Sunday and “to ask me any questions they
want. Join in the dialogue!”354
When the controversy over Abunimah erupted, Professor Field emailed Hillel students inviting them to hear him
articulated by many people in Israel, including academics,
activists, and politicians. Professor Field feels that his family
history is distorted and exploited when Israeli policies are

Abunimah responded to the accusations against him by
writing that the letter from Hillel and the JFNM used “all the
usual defamatory silencing tactics to try to suppress debate
and discussion about Israel’s apartheid and the alternatives
355
Referring to Professor Field’s email
I wholly endorse Professor Field’s invitation. Last night
at Stanford I stood for two hours and took unmoderated questions from an audience including many
strong supporters of Israel. Instead of scaremongering
and making outrageous claims about me, why doesn’t
Dr. Koplik urge Hillel students to attend my event? I
will, as I did at Stanford, answer all their questions
and concerns, and I am ready to stand for as long as it
takes.356
Another picture that emerges from the events at UNM
is the degree to which the opinion of Jewish students and

“I really resent that they pull [the Holocaust] out of the hat to
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UNIVERSITY OF OREGON
at a glance

in the post-911 environment, it frames Islamophobia [with]
358
In order to understand the

Name ....................... University of Oregon
Location ................... Eugene, Oregon

at the state of Oregon as a whole.
Oregon was originally a White separatist state. Sundown

Student body .............. Undergraduate 19,534
Gender ..................... 49% male, 51% female

Laws and Exclusions Laws were written into the original
Oregon constitution and into the charters of local towns and
cities.359 In Eugene, prospective buyers could not purchase
property without signing an agreement stating the buyer
could not later sell the property to an African-American,

as students of color ...... 16%
International .............. 7%

other laws, state and federal.360 The intensity of antisemitic
J. D. s t e i n M e t z

CONFRONTING THE STORM: THE POLITICS OF
HATE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

After a long day of grading student papers, a graduate

focused primarily on anti-immigrant, anti-Jewish, and antiCatholic sentiment, and expanded well beyond the south.
national elections.361 Despite having relatively few Jews or
ity, feeding on “already nurtured suspicion and tendencies
362
By 1924 Oregon had the
363
De-

357
The bar was
popular with students and busy on this particular Friday

the 1940s, racist practices in Oregon continue to this day. As
364

he slurred with a smile. “Well that’s a good thing for a lot of

ethnically by one’s last name in such a setting, and David

What about the notion that Oregon, and Eugene in
particular, are relatively liberal places to live? Nate Silver,
statistician and elections analyst, has stated that liberals in
Oregon are among the most liberal in the country, whereas
conservatives in Oregon are among the most conservative in
the country.365
-

-

Such encounters perhaps happen every day in America,
any public grievance. David related this story to friends and

fying himself with his Jewish listener—“Hey, I’m down with
story illustrates subtle indicators that exist on the surface in
Eugene and in much of the state, a sentiment that is at once
casual and threatening. Below that surface, however, exists

-

Far Left and a lot of people on the Far Right. An urban-rural
divide certainly exists, but there are some solidly conservative urban and suburban areas all along the Interstate 5
corridor and along the coast. Due to its segregationist past,
Oregon remains a relatively homogenous state.
student body. The 2010 incoming freshman class was the
largest and most diverse in school history, with big increases
ican students.366
in graduation rates for minority students.367 With a total
student enrollment of over 23,000 at the UO in an urban area
of over 300,000, Eugene has a classic university town feel
with a lively nightlife, active alternative culture, and large
youth population.
Students of the Islamic faith are well represented on
campus, and there are popular UO study abroad programs
Muslim Student Association has over 700 active students
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and a growing budget.368 The Muslim Student Association
(MSA) promotes interfaith dialog on campus and in the
community by sponsoring roundtables that bring together
Jewish, Muslim, and Christian scholars, activists, and clergy.
the MSA focuses on education for non-Muslim students as
well, promoting awareness of Islam and unity in peace. “It’s

has with regards to free speech, and uses it to its advantage.
and diversity at the university, attended every meeting and
the controversy. “Was there hate speech at the university?

senior in political science who is from Ethiopia, “when we
ence of hate speech with what should be done about it. [The
university] has an obligation to respond when students feel

in Eugene or situations revolving around his faith that made
and the UO have been great—opening and friendly—and I’m
a socially conscious person. If there were such a situation, I
369

But the university has not been without its problems, and
of that. Orval Etter, former UO professor of planning, public

the center of campus.372
students continue to feel threatened. If anything, the controversy has shown that a community response to hate is not
straightforward, and inter-community dialog is necessary in

to provide a platform for various points of view on war,
peace, U.S. politics, and history. Etter, a complicated man,
for every American military engagement since World War II.

school in Louisiana were arrested for beating up a White student in response to racial intimidation. At the center of the
controversy was a tree outside the high school, from which

a musician he is well regarded for his dedication to the arts
in and around Eugene.370 This brief outline, however, only
Holocaust denier David Irving, as well as the virulent antiencouraged the audience to participate in a Sieg Heil salute.
-

school later cut it down. “I show my students a before picture
“because cutting down that tree is a metaphor for erasing
hatred and we don’t face it directly, we want to step around
of the First Amendment simply don’t allow it, but the community can. “This is a challenge to the community’s identity,
373

and administration that reached a fever pitch in the winter of
tors engaged in some powerful confrontations. Students
with rape), and incitement to violence. Student groups were
the opinions of individual students were mixed. Some felt
The UO administration by and large upheld the group’s free

One aspect that complicates the issue is that Oregon has the
strongest free speech laws in the nation, laws that carve out
protections for what other states regard as hate speech.371

I really want our students to sit through this? Is it worth the
“These instances of hate are growing. I honestly feel that we
374

Where does this increasing vulnerability come from?

-

Harris, an expert on hate politics in Oregon. It is a misnomer
to call it simply Far-Right hate politics. Historical tendencies toward anti-government, anti-establishment sentiment
complicate certain disctinctions between the Far Left and Far
Right, and active bigots in Oregon, moreover, are prominent
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the rural right-wing militias of northern Idaho, for example,
active prison program that recruits inmates into the politics
375

young and those living on the margins, hoping they buy into
diers. While students on campus battle one front of bigotry,
others are challenged by religious groups, community activin some corners, it’s growing.
The complete picture on how Oregon hates remains a

measures can become very tight electoral decisions, despite
the perspective of the average liberal voter in Portland or Eua landslide. Nationally and locally, many underestimate the
strength of the Far Right in Oregon. One solution to combating hate is awareness and education. It is crucial for Oregonians and UO students to be aware of the depth and complexity of hate in their local communities and on campus.
the alternative is living with hate that lies below the surface,
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WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY

Middle East, it is also a very diverse one. For example, most
Arabs in the Metro Detroit area are Christian, not Muslim.

at a glance

deans). Among the Muslim Arab population, every part of

-

Name ....................... Wayne State University
Location ................... Detroit, Michigan

Muslims along with some from the Gulf States.

Student body ..............

heritage to the Arab world. There is a large representation
-

Gender .....................
as students of color ...... 41%

in smaller numbers, from Southeast Asia, North and West
Africa, and Somalia. In addition, the Detroit-area Muslim
population includes a considerable community of Muslims

International .............. 70 foreign countries represented

saeeD a. Khan

with a large Arab/Muslim population have a climate of
intolerance within its student body? Do events happening

African-American Muslims.
The Jewish population in the Metro Detroit area numbers
approximately 100,000. Dispersed throughout the region,
most community members reside in Detroit’s many suburbs,
trast, the Muslim population is estimated to be between

Islamophobia and antisemitism part of the ideological and
rhetorical culture of student life?
Wayne State University is an institution with a large Arab
ing it the third largest university in Michigan after Michigan
State University in East Lansing and the University of Michigan (main campus) in Ann Arbor. 90 percent of Wayne State
students are from Michigan, with most of the remaining
students from neighboring Ohio and Indiana. International
River, with a small but visible contingent from overseas,
mostly from India and China.
Among the undergraduate students almost two-thirds are
ate students are full time. Until recently, Wayne State was
the past decade have gradually moved the university toward
a residential college environment. The university, located
in the heart of Detroit’s cultural district with its science and
art museums and the Charles H. Wright Museum of AfricanAmerican History, has created an oasis of urban renewal in
largest single-campus medical school, enrolling over 1,000
students.
The Muslim community in the Metro Detroit area is
not synonymous with the Arab community, nor does the
Although it is the largest Arab community outside the

-

population with immigrant and indigenous Muslim populations, the former spread out across Detroit’s suburbs as well
as located in Dearborn and the Detroit enclave of Ham-

FACTORS INHIBITING HIGHER ENROLLMENT
OF JEWISH AND ARAB STUDENTS

Wayne State’s challenge regarding the cultivation of an
amicable atmosphere for Jewish and Arab students has less
to do with ideological passions on campus than it does with
competition from other institutions. Were costs and credentials not issues, most parents would rather their children
attend the University of Michigan (UM). Ann Arbor is the
site of a world-class institution, and its Dearborn campus
has considerable appeal, especially for prospective Arab and
Muslim students from Dearborn itself.
ate level, National Merit Scholars have their full tuition
expenses, room and board, a laptop computer, fees, and
study abroad programs covered. Students from both ethnoreligious communities matriculate into Wayne’s graduate
and professional schools, especially its medicine, engineering, law, and allied health programs.

MIDDLE EAST STUDIES AT WAYNE STATE:
RECEPTIVITY TO THE CURRICULUM

The reception to Wayne State’s undergraduate courses in
Middle East, Islamic, and Jewish studies provides helpful
insights to student attitudes toward these topics—and to
the university’s perception of their importance. Given the
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are invariably dispersed throughout several departments on
a Department of Near Eastern and Asian Studies. Though
initially focused on Arabic language, the department added
courses on Arab cultural studies in response to student demand, and over time these courses were cross-listed with the
History Department. In time, and to accommodate student

Department of Classical and Modern Languages, Literatures
and Cultures. The History Department has courses which
focus on Jewish life in Europe, such as the Holocaust and
Modern Europe, while Political Science has a course on the
Since September 11, 2001, interest in the Middle East
and Islamic studies has risen dramatically. Driven by a sense
of curiosity and students’ motivation to understand the
the public sector, Arabic has seen exponential growth and is
the most popular language course at Wayne State. Over the
past seven years, for example, enrollment in Arabic classes
has tripled, causing the department to expand beyond core
courses to such electives as Media Arabic and Business Arabic. Similarly, courses on Islamic and Middle East History,
Thought reach capacity very early in the course registration

children or other members of their community. With public
funding being a tenuous source in light of recent economic
would be concerned that existing private sources of support
to attract both current and prospective students.
However, such an approach is perceived to be a gamble

egy assumes that increasing supply would increase demand
for Hebrew and Israel studies courses. This assessment,
and Middle East/Islamic studies, driven by national and
international events, was behind Wayne State’s expansion in
this area. Such a disparity of interest does not infer a privilegover another.

CAMPUS RELATIONS BETWEEN ARAB/
MUSLIM AND JEWISH STUDENTS

Jewish and Arab/Muslim students do not engage on the
occurring thousands of miles away prevent cooperation and
collaboration between these groups, though this is not accompanied by any visible acrimony.
Arab and Jewish students in turn. Wayne State has played

of occupational and/or popular cultural interest for them—
enrollment in courses on Hebrew and Israeli cultural studies

noted critic of Islam, Daniel Pipes. Both have made public
Muslim sensitivities. Similarly, a lecture delivered by politi-

each to meet demand, the corresponding class in Hebrew is

was seen by many Jewish and pro-Israel members of the

Arabic is taught by three professors, four lecturers, and a few
teaching assistants but there is only one instructor responsible for teaching Hebrew and that person also covers Israeli
The overwhelming interest in Arabic and Middle East/
-

mattered less than each group’s perception of complicity
though few in number, have done little to foster a sense of
common purpose and potential for cooperation between
student groups.

In the current social and political climate, being able to

cially in certain government occupations. Similarly, cultural,
political, and historical literacy about the region and Islam
gram has made the university a destination for high school
graduates and prospective graduate students interested in

-

tration has certainly welcomed the enrollment numbers, the
increased tuition revenue, and the visibility the curriculum
to bolster a similar response to Hebrew and Israeli studies.
Some in the administration worry that the Jewish community, long-time and generous patrons and benefactors of the
university, have become wary of funding the campus while
perceiving a less than comfortable environment for their own

his Jewish counterpart, stand-up comic Rabbi Bob Alper,
national tour. The Muslim Students Association and the
well-received event. At the same time, while engagement
between student groups may not occur often, there is no paucity of interaction at the individual level between Jewish and
Arab/Muslim students. This is particularly evident among
pre-medical students, who serve as mentors to younger
peers. Beyond the sharing of valuable information about
courses, instructors, and study habits, these relationships
furnish vital emotional support while students deal with the
One would assume that any tension and antipathy between groups would reach its highest level in the context of
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a course on modern Middle East history. These courses focus
on the development of the region since World War I and
as a whole, including the development of the circumstances
leading to the creation of the State of Israel from the Balfour
Declaration to the present day.
I have taught this course in several semesters over the
adhering to a non-polemical discursive style, and teaching
with strict adherence to the historical record and facts has
served to reduce students’ anxiety and suspicions that one
side of the narrative is being privileged over the other. It has
been essential to separate and distinguish between the invariwhat many students are used to hearing, whether they are
An instructor setting the climate within the classroom
goes a long way to ensuring civility by students discussing
any incident where students have become rude, acerbic, or
insulting toward me or toward one another. Even after the
dents maintained their decorum despite the fact that some
and/or friends in the region.
Of course, history doesn’t suspend itself during the

side’s narrative, as has been the case for the Arab and Jewish
students, or curious and ambivalent. With few exceptions,
the returning students’ accounts bear considerable similarestinian treatment by Israeli authorities. Those without any
predilections beforehand almost invariably harbored negative perceptions of Israeli conduct in the region. In neither
case, however, was a sense of antisemitism or Islamophobia
expressed. The program yielded a better understanding of
the complexities of the issues regarding the Arab-Israeli
ethnic aspersions.

-

to emerge as the course progresses. These matters must be
addressed, as they are on the minds of the students who feel
of an event as it unfolds.

CURRENT EVENTS AFFECTING STUDENT
ATTITUDES

Occurring in the heart of the summer, the 2006 Lebanon
in the Metro Detroit area. Lebanon is a popular destination
for many Lebanese-American students at Wayne State who
the war began, some Wayne State students were stranded in

ADMINISTRATION RESPONSES TO ARAB/
MUSLIM AND JEWISH ISSUES

Some members of the Metro Detroit community believe that
Wayne State is not a welcoming destination for Jewish students. The Dean and Associate Dean of the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences, hoping to dispel this sentiment, launched
designed to cultivate a greater awareness and understanding
of the Middle East. The hope was that students who enrolled
in this program would then communicate with their classmates and rectify the purportedly toxic environment on campus. The structure of the program was ambitious, especially
considering the speed at which it was initially implemented
in place by May 2009). It involved a three-credit course for
-

ries. The students would stay at Ben Gurion University and
Al Quds University, respectively, where they would receive
addition to more conventional sightseeing locations. Upon
their return to campus, the students would be responsible

State instructors, who had lectured them on the history, politics, and culture of the region as preparation for their travels.
The Middle East Study Abroad program has been in
place for several years. Approximately twenty students have
participated thus far. Although Arab and Jewish students
have been part of the program, most students have in fact
belonged to neither of these communities. By and large

the very least, anxiety loomed about extended family who
lived there year-round. Tensions and emotional pressure
manifested themselves with almost daily demonstrations
in front of Dearborn City Hall, where several members of
port for Israel. At the same time, there were Jewish families
in the Detroit area for whom the war was felt on a personal
level too, with concern for children or other relatives visiting
Israel over the summer, family and friends residing there,
or because of strong emotional ties to the country and its
history.
Relations between the Arab and Jewish community, tepid
campaign. Even those at the forefront of interfaith and transwas only restored after the passage of many months.
Cessation of hostilities in Lebanon coincided with the
start of the fall 2006 semester on campus. Some students,
particularly among the Arab-American student body, continued to feel resentful and emotionally taxed by what had
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expression towards other students, faculty, or Jews in gen-

there was no behavior which could reasonably be construed

appeared in front of the Undergraduate Library on the center
of campus but all of it was directed at Israel and Israeli policy
without stressing the country’s Jewish identity. No threats or
even slurs were reported against Jewish students.

especially the latter two, are indicative of an anti-Jewish fer-

student attitudes on campus. The former began prior to the
start of the Winter 2009 term, but was still underway when
students returned for classes. Once again, emotions ran

By and large, the campus community has not inferred any
ethnically-based hostility or danger to Jewish students from
these signs, nor have any charges of ethnic intimidation been

Muslim and non-Muslim ,demonstrating against Israeli
policy. Jewish students similarly rallied to show their support
for Israel as well as asserting their defense of Israel’s actions

by the university or law enforcement authorities. The Jewish
student population seems no less vocal, active, and passionate about asserting its identity, heritage, and political
opinions.
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PROFILES OF KEY
ORGANIZATIONS

The Council on American Islamic Relations made the
list even though, according to spokesperson Ibrahim
comprehensive resolution based on the interests of
all parties.” Though the ADL says that CAIR has
“a long record of anti-Israel rhetoric, which has, at
times, crossed the line into anti-Semitism,” some of
the examples it gives are laughable. For instance, the
ADL informs us, “In response to the Israeli Navy’s raid

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE
Maria PlanansKy

executive director of CAIR-Chicago accused Israel of
a ‘failure to apply Jewish values.’” If this is one of the
worst quotes the ADL can rustle up, it gives one faith
in the strength of American interfaith relations.377

The Anti-Defamation League is the self-described “premier

The ADL is unapologetic about its unwavering support
for the Jewish state and advocates for Israel by, among other
things, explaining political and security issues and the com-

all forms of bigotry, defend democratic ideals and protect

range from helping Latinos counteract bigotry to addressing
instances of Holocaust denial. It is a strong supporter of the
State of Israel.
The ADL positions itself as an ally to Arab and Muslim
Muslim community is mixed. Mainstream U.S. Islamic
tive defends Muslim communities whose places of worship
are threatened, and asserts that freedom of assembly and

lieves to be “anti-Israel activity on American college campusExtremism notes that many Jewish leaders, including those
at the ADL, worry that Jewish youth are losing their connection to the Jewish state and the pro-Israel establishment. To
that end, the ADL provides a range of resources for students
Responding to Anti-Israel Campaigns on College and Uniinvestigate, and educate by delivering proactive and reactive

Muslim and liberal community.

typically want to react with counter-rallies and protests. Instead, the ADL advocates a thoughtful and rational approach.
Not all instances, it advises, call for demonstrations; there
are times when other means of communication, such as pub-

World Trade Center site. It was not lost on Muslim observers
that this seemed to be a repudiation of the ADL’s earlier com-

ADL resources explain the laws regarding student speech
on campus and in class, how institutional codes of conduct

Muslims trying to legally build or expand their houses of

campuses—all of which have been hot button issues.

In October 2010, the ADL published a controversial list of
the Top Ten Anti-Israel Groups in America. The list singled

university administrators, students, faculty, and commu-

376

such as Act Now to Stop War and End Racism, which has

-

The list garnered well-deserved criticism. Journalist
Michelle Goldberg wrote, “ADL has … shown itself willing to

program, in which administrators, faculty members, and
students learn to examine stereotypes, expand cultural
awareness, explore the value of diversity, and combat bigotry. Such a program is as valuable to supporting Muslim
students as it is to Jewish students who may be experiencing
campus bias or intolerance. The ADL also sponsors Campus
Leadership Missions to Israel, allowing politically active
learn about Israeli-Palestinian relations and other regional is-
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can and Jewish communities is its relationship with Commentary
Commentary was designed to appeal to a broad, liberal-leaning
American Jewish audience that was rapidly assimilating into
mainstream society. The AJC used Commentary as a vehicle

anti-Israel activity, including instances in which Jewish
students were verbally harassed or threatened and Jewish
The ADL’s dealings with local Muslim Student
Associations (MSA) (as distinct from the national umbrella
378

the larger society. At the same time, Commentary would
be an explicitly anti-Communist publication that bolstered
the aims of American foreign policy, earning mainstream
legitimacy by disassociating itself from the radical political

The ADL has also found problematic activity within university programming. In March 2011, the ADL weighed in
at the Hastings College of the Law at the University of California addressing issues in international law related to Palestinpants on the program included faculty from the University of
Pittsburgh, Georgetown University, and Willamette University, plus lawyers from the ACLU and National Lawyers Guild
and others. The ADL would later describe this list “a veritable

(This trend within the Jewish community was only accelerated by the espionage case of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg in
the 1950s.) However, in the 1960s and ’70s, Commentary
-

Jewish community that was overwhelmingly liberal. The
380

The ADL’s condemnation, combined with an outcry from
a group of Hastings alumni, led the Hastings Board to call
an emergency meeting. Following the meeting, the board
the conference materials, and continued its involvement to a
much lesser degree providing online streaming of the conferDirector Dan Sandman wrote, “This conference is especially
troubling coming at a time when there is a coordinated
global campaign to isolate Israel politically, economically
and culturally through boycotts and the perversion of inter-

AJC has been involved in some of the debates concerning
campus is a growing concern and that anti-Israel activity reground approach to dealing with these issues. For instance,
AJC has long accused the Muslim Student Union at University of California, Irvine for putting on programs critical of
Israel that AJC claims shade into antisemitism. In 2006, they
lim Student Union (MSU) events titled “Holocaust in the Holy
AJC Executive Director of Orange County Rabbi Marc Dwor-

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

-

Jon sussMan

American Jewish Committee is one of the oldest and most

-

Jewish Committee (AJC) describes its mission “to enhance the
well being of Israel and the Jewish people worldwide, and to
advance human rights and democratic values in the United
379
Although it does some culAJC cultivates relationships with leaders ranging from the
local to the international levels, releases information and
editorials in support of its policy goals, and advocates on
behalf of Jewish communities worldwide.
An interesting snapshot of AJC’s role within the Ameri-

him to condemn the resolution which it claimed “unfairly

-

by other pro-Israel groups representing a range of political
orientations including Hillel, J Street, the Anti-Defamation
League, the Israel Campus Coalition, and the New Israel
Fund. The resolution was vetoed by the student body president and failed to secure the votes to override the veto.
At the same time, AJC has sought dialogue with campus
demn MSU events that target Israel, preferring to express a
general revulsion for hate speech directed against minorities.
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mass media.
Antidiscrimination and civil rights advocacy are at

on a tour of Israel to meet university presidents abroad. The

religious discrimination, and bias crimes. One of the most

In 2006, AJC published an essay by Alvin Rosenfeld
opinions critical of Israel, including those on the Left, were
ing whether Israel should even exist.381 Second, Rosenfeld
charged that liberal and left-leaning Jews were complicit in

-

its legitimacy. AJC Executive Director David Harris argued
grounded in “assuring the right of Jews to a national collective self-expression through the existence of the State of

incident of 2006, when six Muslim religious leaders were
removed from their plane and interrogated for several hours
after being observed praying. An FBI investigation conclusively stated the imams had done nothing wrong. After
pursuing the matter in the courts, CAIR has made progress in
forcing the companies involved to institute sensitivity train383

The situation at airports has improved, but still continues,384
although ironically enough, a recent May 2011 incident ocalarmed crew members. CAIR was a vocal opponent of a
courts from applying Sharia law and is opposed to pending

and in the broader U.S. society, especially from the intelTony Judt, poet Adrienne Rich, and columnist Richard
Cohen. Some praised Rosenfeld’s handling of a sensitive but
the Jewish community, unfairly lumped together a range of

COUNCIL ON AMERICAN-ISLAMIC
RELATIONS (CAIR)
Jon sussMan anD Dan Defraia

Founded in 1994, the Council on American-Islamic Relagroup in America. Its mission is to “enhance understanding
of Islam, encourage dialogue, protect civil liberties, empower American Muslims, and build coalitions that promote
382
A national grassroots
(CAIR) promotes a positive image of Islam that is in line with
impressive resources in its ongoing struggle against Islamophobia and discrimination.
CAIR operates as a traditional civil liberties advocacy
group, creating, promoting, and distributing educational information. CAIR provides legal services to victims of discrimination and immigration services, raising awareness about
bias incidents. As part of its mission to mainstream Muslims
within U.S. culture, CAIR educates local communities about
the history and practice of Islam, as well as contemporary
issues (such as the Muhammad cartoons controversy). The

tural center near the site of the World Trade Center, arguing
that opposition to it is based on fear and misunderstanding
of Muslims.385
CAIR has found itself at the center of many controversies,
CAIR’s founders were members of the Islamic Association of

ian cause. Many of CAIR’s critics also point to the prosecution
of the Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development, a
Texas-based Islamic charity that was indicted for providing
funds to Hamas. In the government’s indictment, CAIR and
listed as unindicted co-conspirators, meaning that CAIR
had not been charged with any crimes. The label is applied
to enable prosecutorial strategy so that, for example, the
prosecution can submit statements from an unindicted coconspirator as evidence in a case without that information
being dismissed as hearsay.386
In October 2009, four Republican representatives sent
a letter to the Sergeant at Arms to investigate CAIR placing

the Justice Department to brief every member of Congress,
telling them why CAIR was listed as an unindicted co-conspirator in the Holy Land Foundation case. In regards to the
latter charge, Holder argued that the decision not to prose387

Despite the negative results of federal investigations,
no small part by the ambiguity of the label of unindicted
intimidating moderate Muslims, embracing murderers, and
388
Anti-Muslim
bloggers Robert Spencer (Jihad Watch) and Pamela Geller (At-

and other news outlets, spreading their message through the
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-

Muslim

COLLEGE REPUBLICANS

Islamize America
Jon sussMan

389

student, interned at CAIR, and obtained access to its archives; CAIR has since sued the authors for theft of propriety
information.390
CAIR has clashed with many pro-Israel groups over
Middle East issues, particularly the Anti-Defamation League.
This is somewhat ironic, since CAIR is clearly cut from the
same mold as the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) as a civil
put CAIR on their list of the top anti-Israel groups in the
tions and of providing a “platform to conspiratorial Israel391

-

advocates the establishment of an independent Palestinian
state, condemns Israeli settlements and military action,

College Republicans is a federation of student Republican
university campuses across the nation. The College Republican National Committee is the youth arm of the Republican Party and assists the party in its initiatives at the local,
state, and federal level;395 it is distinct from the larger
young professionals.
Formed in the early twentieth century, the popularity
and number of College Republicans chapters exploded in
number of operatives in the Republican Party and the conservative movement have passed through the College Republege Republicans have also vastly expanded their fundraising
396

Peace vociferously denounces the ADL’s accusations, arguing

One of the more controversial initiatives that the College

evidence to support the accusation that CAIR is anti-Semitic,
392

tion cases, but increasingly has been drawn into the campus
case in point. In February 2010, students at University of California, Irvine disrupted a speech given by Israeli Ambassador Michael Oren, charging him with defending war crimes;
the students were arrested after the speech, and a year later
lated story for further details.] CAIR has vocally defended the
students’ right to free speech and has condemned University
of California, Irvine’s (UC Irvine) decision to shutter the campus Muslim Student Union, which allegedly coordinated the

was intended to be an annual event, although it seems to
it was observed on over a hundred U.S. campuses. According
on the United States and the West and, as part of their Jihad,
pronounced a death sentence on every man, woman and
397
TAP suggests that this global
fundamentalist Muslim group is encouraged by American
civilian engagement with the threat of “Islamic terror at-

-

of the students, stating, “Such excessive and unprecedented
but also send a public message that any legitimate criticism
393

The extent of CAIR’s presence on college campuses is usually less dramatic, limited to guest lectures on discrimination
and civil rights. Ahmed Rehab, CAIR’s Chicago executive
director and national strategic communications director,
-

Chicago to support the college’s Muslim Student Association.
Ahmed Rehab visited the school to facilitate a discussion
with students, teachers, and administrators.394 In 2010 at
University of California, San Diego and in 2011 at University

-

genocidal agenda.
College Republicans groups have been involved in spon-

Obsession: Radical
Islam’s War Against the West. Not unexpectedly, events held
for the IFAW have inspired voluminous counterprotest and
indignation on campuses nationwide. This appears to have
wants to challenge political correctness, and to challenge
university environments that are awash in leftist opinion
has all these political activists pretending to be professors
at the universities, who help them...A large section of the

pertaining to contemporary Islamophobia.
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398

Muslim, antiracist, and antiwar student groups have held

prayer options. On campuses with smaller Jewish populations, Hillel may host a single Jewish prayer service that must

of Tolerance and Respect.

-

rhetoric imply that Muslims as a group are responsible for
terrorism. This perception is bolstered by the assertion that
the Muslim Students Association, a national federation of
399
These

other cultural events. This is part of Hillel’s internal goals,
creating programming that’s accessible to every student. [See

400

This is an example of

attempting to subvert a community (college students) from
the tide.

cal correctness they also argue that they are motivated by
the human rights violations of women and sexual minorities
in Muslim countries. Not only does this erase the agency of
the real intentions of a political campaign—in this instance,
encouraging hatred against Muslims.

HILLEL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH
CAMPUS LIFE
ru th aBraMs

Hillel has been in existence since 1923 and provides Jewish
programming at 550 universities in North America. The inserve North American students. On many campuses a local
Hillel House or Jewish center is a space for Jewish religious
services, holiday celebrations, and Jewish cultural life. The

in 2005 when the Hillel Foundation sent students to aid in
students who want to participate; each year there is a small
Hillel may also house student branches of Jewish chariEnvironment and Jewish Life, the Joint Distribution Committee, Rabbis for Human Rights, or the American Israel Public
partner agencies that may have rooms in the Hillel building
campus to campus—a chaplain at Rutgers Hillel explained
that her Hillel doesn’t house partner agency groups.
On campuses with small Jewish populations, Hillel
provides funding for Jewish life through the Soref Intiative.
This initiative includes leadership development for students
and faculty founding their own Jewish groups on campus and
grants funding to support programs.
president for communications explains, Hillels deal with
antisemitism on campus from a pastoral perspective—Hillel
Hillel also deals with antisemitism from a policy perspective.
Hillel did co-sponsor a manual on “Fighting Holocaust Denial
on the Hillel website. When it does discuss antisemitism in
401

that means, including participation in religious and cultural
activities. Individual Hillel Houses have their own mission
ment to fostering Jewish identity and engagement.
On college campuses with relatively large Jewish populations where Hillel has a building or student center, Hillel provides many of the Jewish experiences available in a moder-

se, Hillel professionals and student leaders invariably are
called on to respond to antisemitism on campuses. As Rabbi
Esther Reed, Associate Director at Rutgers Hillel, put it, “Hillel sees itself as the Jewish address on campus. Our mission
dog group, we are the home address for the Jewish communi-

on the population of observant Jews on the campus. If there
are many Jews on campus, Hillel may house Orthodox, Reform, Conservative, and Reconstructionist denominational

to antisemitic incidents and even targets of such incidents
themselves.
For example, in December 2010, an employee of Indiana
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by the Jewish Telegraphic Agency reassuring students and
parents about the safety of the campus for Jewish students.
In March 2010, Wisconsin University Hillel responded to the
student newspaper’s inclusion of a Holocaust denial adverethics.402
was also a representative of the Jewish Agency for Israel. (The
not harmed.)

the discussion of the State of Israel, and the rights of Palestinians. Hillel’s role in these discussions has been complex.
Hillel is committed to supporting Israel and to “provid[ing]
every Jewish student with the opportunity to explore and

trips to Israel. At the same time, Hillel sees itself as a big tent
non-Jewish students interested in its programs. One slogan
Hillel has used to articulate its commitment to both Israel
and ideological diversity is “Wherever we stand, we stand
In a new set of Guidelines for Campus Israel Activities,

that Jews are safer in an environment where there is general
explains that Islamophobia isn’t something Hillel deals with
on a consistent basis, outreach to Muslim students is part of

At
the same time, these guidelines set limits on who can partner
with or be housed by its member local Hillel houses. It explic406

cratic state with secure and recognized borders;

cent years, there were many of these programs when Rama-

-

to Israel;

Jewish and Muslim students could exploit the similarities in
halls are an option for Muslim students observing halal rules.
At the University of Pennsylvania, University of Michigan,
and other campuses, local Hillels have created Alternative
Rabbi Reed described how, when Westboro Baptist
cluded the participation of many non-Jewish allies. Westboro
in recent years, they have begun traveling the country to
403
Some
estimated the number of students demonstrating against the
six WBC members at a thousand.404 Forming alliances with
non-Jewish groups resulted in a demonstration of solidarity.
the hateful messages of WBC, several Hillels have chosen the
vehicle of counterprotest as a positive expression of interfaith solidarity, celebration of diversity and LGBT students,
and Jewish pride.
North American Hillel has a new program called Facing Change to support Jewish undergraduates who want to
coordinate student-led programs with those of non-Jewish
student groups. One of the goals of the program is to promote civil discourse. The program piloted in academic year
Eboo Patel. [See related article.]405
Hillel’s emphasis on civility in the Facing Change program
is an artifact of a particular facet of Jewish life on campus,

against the State of Israel;
campus events or guest speakers or foster an atmosphere of incivility.
As the movement for Boycott, Divestment, and Sanction
has extended its reach to include some Jewish peace groups,
this has meant that several university Hillels have excluded
Jewish peace groups from the umbrella of Hillel even when
those groups consider themselves pro-Israel.
Within the Jewish community, Hillel’s policy on who can
rent Hillel policy draws a clear line between the groups Hillel
will partner with and house, and those it will exclude, yet it
ive of Israel.407 This same policy has meant excluding some
groups that might have previously been part of Hillel. Most
for Peace, some segments of the Jewish community were
critical of the exclusion.408
In addition to the national policy, there is a lot of variadeal with discussions of Israel and the rights of Palestinians.
points for the rehearsal of classical antisemitic tropes as well
as Islamophobic language and imagery, Hillel’s position
on Israel is important, but because of the structure of the
the diverse needs of Jewish students and, at the same time, it
allows local chapters a degree of autonomy.
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ISLAMIC SOCIETY OF NORTH AMERICA

412

Maria PlanansKy

Defense lawyers told the

The HLF may have given monies to Hamas, but that was be-

The Islamic Society of North America is an independent
money raised by the foundation went to worthy causes, but
argued that nonetheless, HLF’s primary purpose had been to

community through its commitment “to freedom, to eradilive peacefully and prosper alongside other Americans from
Society of North America (ISNA) is considered by many as the
primary voice of Islam in the United States.409
ISNA developed out of the original Muslim Student
Urbana-Champaign. Following the establishment of the national Muslim Student Association (MSA) in 1963, it became
clear that many international Muslim students served by the
MSA would not be returning to their home countries. There
tinct and separate from the MSA, to cater to Muslims living
as a minority in the United States and Canada. In 1975 a large
North America.410

including conspiracy to provide material support to a foreign
foreign terrorist.413
During legal discovery, a 1991 memorandum surfaced
allegedly laying out the Muslim Brotherhood’s “plan for
414
An appendix to that memorandum
the Council on American-Islamic Relations, and the Muslim
American Society.415 Based on this document, prosecutors
named the ISNA, as well as the Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR) and the North American Islamic Trust, as
unindicted co-conspirators in the case; the list of unindicted
individuals.416
The unindicted co-conspirator label is a legal designation
mally charged, is used for pragmatic considerations, and evidentiary concerns. According to the United States Attorneys’
Manual, federal prosecutors generally should not identify
unindicted co-conspirators.417
ISNA’s inclusion on the list of unindicted co-conspirators
in the HLF case has allowed for myriad theories about the
ISNA’s connection to the Muslim Brotherhood and its pre-

needs of its current constituency. Detractors point to ISNA’s
the ISNA’s board of directors. Proponents argue that diverse
they note that there has been discussion about women’s
annual convention.
with the ISNA, the ISNA does not enforce its policies on
signatory to the Amman Message, which calls for tolerance
411

In the decade since September 11, 2001, the ISNA has
come under heavy scrutiny. In 2001, the U.S. Treasury designated the Holy Land Foundation (HLF), once the largest Is-

by Hamas, the Palestinian political party designated as a terthe federal government claimed, contributed to terrorism by
helping Hamas spread its ideology and recruit supporters.

ISNA has always maintained an open, collaborative
working relationship with government at all levels, and was very disturbed in May [2007] when
the Department of Justice named ISNA on a list of
“unindicted co-conspirators” in the federal terrorism
prosecution of the Holy Land Foundation for Relief
and Development. ISNA has engaged legal counsel
to protect its rights and maintain its organizational
integrity and credibility by immediate removal of ISNA
from this list. We understand that ISNA is not a target
in this prosecution or any pending investigation, and
that the listing of ISNA was not to imply that ISNA
was part of a criminal conspiracy or that it acted with
any criminal intent, but rather, it was a legal tactic
to permit the government to seek the admission of
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evidence that would otherwise be excluded. ISNA is

and understanding of Islamic principles and ideas through
-

so that the organization’s reputation is cleared. ISNA
remains consistent in its rejection of terrorism and
violence. ISNA rejects all acts of terrorism, including
those perpetrated by Hamas, Hizbullah and any other
group that claims Islam as their inspiration. ISNA has
encouraged and continues to encourage a just and fair
settlement of disputes between Israel, the Palestinians and their neighbors through diplomacy and other
peaceful means.

ism. The American Civil Liberties Union and the American

to eradicate hunger and homelessness.

ism, and MSA chapters across the country have engaged in

-

to clear the ISNA and North American Islamic Trust’s being
that the public branding of ISNA and NAIT as participants
Amendment rights.418

-

ISNA met with Attorney General Eric Holder and other U.S.
faith communities to address the upsurge in anti-Muslim
rhetoric and hate crimes.419

cupation in Palestine, and stresses a peaceful solution to the
humanitarian crisis.
The national group is aware that emotions around
these political circumstances often run high. In the Spring/
Summer 2009 Link
“Human emotions are a natural reminder that we are in fact,
human. When uncontrolled, we may have the tendency to be
blinded and enraged. But when channeled and focused, they
can be the greatest tools in any arsenal to change the world
After Muslim Student Union (MSU) members disrupted a
speech by Michael Oren, the Israeli Ambassador who was

MUSLIM STUDENT ASSOCIATION (MSA)

academic year 2010–2011. MSU protested, claiming repeatedly that the students protested on their own accord and

The Muslim Students Association of the United States and

of California, Irvine (UC Irvine) suspended the MSU for the
Fall 2010 semester, contingent on its members completing

establish and maintain local Muslim Students Association
chapters. Established in 1963 at the University of Illinois in
Urbana-Champaign, Muslim Students Association of the United States and Canada (MSA National) now has more than 200
chapters across the United States and Canada. These college
and university chapters may go by other names such as the
Originally, Muslim Students Association (MSA) membership was restricted to men, and conversations and prayers
were held exclusively in Arabic. Today the membership of
MSA chapters is primarily comprised of North Americanborn Muslims, and the chapters no longer exclude women.
In fact, the president of MSA National for academic year

on probation for the following two years. While critics have
expressed fears that MSU chapters are fronts for terrorist
MSU’s founders in the Muslim Brotherhood in 1963, MSU

YOUNG AMERICA’S FOUNDATION

University of Michigan at Ann Arbor.
Today, MSA National is diverse in its viewpoints. Within
chapters there is a range of practices and beliefs regarding
issues such as co-ed mingling. According to its website,

Maria PlanansKy

communities by encouraging interfaith understanding

which aims to bolster and advance a conservative agenda
among young people at both the high school and college
levels through a variety of outreach programs, including conferences, seminars, educational materials, internships, and

on college campuses between students of all religions and
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though it does have its only chapter on the George Washington University campus. Noteworthy for its annual list of
campus activism guide and has a membership rewards club.
participate in special conferences and events.

420

Ac-

Hatred’s Kingdom by Dore Gold
Militant Islam Reaches America by Daniel Pipes
The Cube and the Cathedral by George Weigel
Islam Unveiled by Robert Spencer
The Politically Incorrect Guide to Islam
by Robert Spencer
Al Qaeda’s Armies

PROFILES OF KEY INDIVIDUALS
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PROFILES OF KEY INDIVIDUALS

the local Anti-Defamation League (ADL) in an extensive
ing against the apartheid policies of the government of South
Africa. The ADL agent then passed on information to both
governments. Targets of the domestic surveillance included

JEFFREY BLANKFORT

the San Francisco Labor Council, International Longshore

nan ruBin

tion for the Advancement of Colored Peoples, Irish Northern
Aid, International Indian Treaty Council, and the Asian Law
-

BACKGROUND & HISTORY

-

to sign a non-disclosure agreement, leaving it open for them

activist since 1970, when he visited Jordan and Lebanon. In
Labor Bulletin

Israel.
Challenging Chomsky and “Liberal Zionists”

Middle East

POSITIONS ON THE MIDDLE EAST
-

Zionist/Jewish Conspiracies Controlling U.S. Policy
control U.S. policy in biased support of Israel and with hostil-

the Anti-Defamation League, the American Jewish Committee, and the American Jewish Congress, but there are also

legitimate concerns of Israel or Israelis is acceptable. By
the many Gulf Wars for not including positions that clearly
Jews were involved in these movements. This position is laid

by the neo-cons and the pro-Israeli lobby in the United States
movement failed because of its inability to understand the

Being Spied on by the ADL

RECENT ACTIVITIES

by an investigator retained by the San Francisco branch of the
Anti-Defamation League. In 1993, the San Francisco District
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own articles, and something of a current bibliography exists
Left
Curve
the problem(s) of cultural forms emerging from the crises of
modernity that strive to be independent from the control of
CounterPunch as well as a
number of anthologies and anti-Israel and pro-Palestine webantiwar Left, ongoing exposure of the control of the “Israel
In addition, numerous radio commentaries and podcasts are
available, and there are a handful of videos, including a July
2010 panel at the International Spy Museum in Washington,
Eastern Policy.

the Mavi Marmara; the rise of Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions campaigns on campus; and many related developanalysis that lays all U.S. foreign policy positions on manipuHe seems to be embraced by a narrow sector of radical sectar-

phy, psychology, and literature, to mathematics, theology,
articles in such publications as the New York Times Magazine, The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, The New
Republic, The Nation, Commentary, Saturday Review, and The
Harvard Law Review and Yale Law Journal, as well as syndicated columns in 50 daily newspapers and online for sites such
as
.

Can be Resolved; Rights From Wrongs: A Secular Theory of the
Origins of Rights; The Case for Israel; Blasphemy: How the Religious Right is Hijacking the Declaration of Independence; Why
Terrorism Works; Shouting Fire; Letters to a Young Lawyer; Supreme Injustice and The Case For Moral Clarity: Israel, Hamas
and Gaza
The Advocate’s Devil and Just
Revenge
The Vanishing American Jew; Chutzpah (a #1 bestseller); and Reversal of Fortune

the First Amendment, and as a criminal attorney representBülow, O.J. Simpson, Patty Hearst, Harry Reems, Leona
bono.

Editor’s Note*: The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) notes its
that there was no misconduct on its part. Nonetheless, we
New
York Times
rare decision, the New York Times ran a response by ADL National Director Abraham H. Foxman in the same edition on

DEFENDING ISRAEL
as a Jew and his opinions about antisemitism, Israel, and
anti-Israel Jews have engendered a great deal of controversy.
The Case for Israel, published in 2003, was a series of essays
aimed at identifying and then refuting some of the strongest
accusations and myths about Israel, such as “Israel is the
-

in an article in Tikkun Magazine. The Tikkun article fully supports the summary by Nan Rubin contained in this report.
for Israel
other prominent pro-Israel representatives.

ALAN DERSHOWITZ

The Case

nan ruBin

HISTORY AND BACKGROUND

-

scholars and critics, with the most serious challenge comBeyond Chutzpah: On the Misuse of Anti-Semitism

CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011 <<< PAGE 96 >>> WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

and the Abuse of History

Chutzpah
shared thoughts about discrimination against Jews and his
own Jewish identity.
After Beyond Chutzpah

RECENT ACTIVITIES

-

being denied tenure at DePaul University. The hostility between them continues.
The Case
Against Israel’s Enemies: Exposing Jimmy Carter and Others
Who Stand in the Way of Peace and singling out liberal Jews
such as Michael Lerner, editor of widely-circulated liberal
Tikkun
-

DEFENDING TORTURE
raising the issue of legally permitting the use of torture if
certain legal rules were in place. In 2002 he published an
essay in the San Francisco Chronicle entitled “Want to Torture?
ally against the use of torture, he believed that authorities
should be permitted to use non-lethal torture in emergency
circumstances by means of special warrants. Circumstances
should permit using torture on terrorism suspects if there is
an “absolute need to obtain immediate information in order
to save lives coupled with probable cause that the suspect had
this position in more detail in Shouting Fire: Civil Liberties
in a Turbulent Age (2002) and brought it up again in Why
Terrorism Works: Understanding the Threat, Responding to the
Challenge (2003).
A more comprehensive argument was made in Preemption: A Knife That Cuts Both Ways (2006), in which he sug-

based Boycott, Divest, Sanctions (BDS) campaigns, which
the occupation of Palestinian territories. He strongly opposes
the positions promoted by Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions
groups which he feels are “aided by radical anti-Israel proMiddle East be presented where Israel is not the sole player

tions, bibliographies, and similar materials. In addition,
articles, and videos from both supporters and critics are
readily available.421

NORMAN FINKELSTEIN
nan ruBin

HISTORY AND BACKGROUND

parents were both Holocaust survivors and he credits them
with imparting his sense of “support for left-wing humanitarWar. He is a graduate of Binghamton University and has a
Ph.D. in Political Science from Princeton University. He has

than those who base their calculations on earthly costs and
deterrence, he argued that there are appropriate times when

at DePaul University where he was an assistant professor
ing his denial of tenure.

-

As such, even a democratic society such as the United States
when weighed against the greater public good of preventing
violent and destructive actions.
This position on torture, tied as it is to fear of the violent
actions of Muslim religious extremists, is consistent with
reputation as a political progressive who is a strong defender
of First Amendment free speech rights. Apart from the moral

scholars whom he accuses of misrepresenting the historical
record, challenging popular notions of the history of Israel
and the occupation of Palestine, and of the representation
these topics. Beginning with his doctoral thesis, his career

torture-is-acceptable position triggered strong debates from
both sides, in particular from liberals and progressives who
credibility to a reprehensible and illegal practice. It also reinforced his standing as an uncritical supporter of Israel.

CRITIQUE OF FROM TIME IMMEMORIAL

CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011 <<< PAGE 97 >>> WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

From Time Immemorial: The Origins of the Arab-Jewish
. Peters claimed that at the time Israel

repeated the plagiarism charge when both he and Dershow-

history of the time. Instead, she argued, waves of Arab immigrants actually arrived much later, in the 19th century and
through the period of the British Mandate. Peters concluded
that the picture of a native Palestinian population overwhelmed by Jewish immigration was little more than propaJewish settlers and Palestinian immigrants who arrived at the
same time in what had been a relatively empty land.
ing other than fraudulent history. He challenged enthusias-

able claim that Israel had an excellent human rights record,
Beyond Chutzpah: On the Misuse of
Anti-Semitism and the Abuse of History
Israel to brand any serious criticism of Israel’s human rights
abuses as antisemitism and provide a cover for that country’s
expansionistic policies in the Palestinian territories. He also

of Middle East History at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem,

retaliated with a lawsuit against the publisher, University of
California Press, that was eventually dropped.

EXPOSING THE “HOLOCAUST INDUSTRY”

In early 2007 DePaul’s political science department voted

BEING DENIED TENURE BY DEPAUL UNIVERSITY

, published in 2000, reinforced
-

-

the same time, the university also denied tenure to Assistant
Professor of International Studies Mehrene Larudee, a strong
department.

the authentic memory of the Holocaust (as embodied by both
strongly defended the tenure decision, stating that outside
payments rather than passing funds directly to Holocaust
survivors. In this context, he has provided a level of credibility to Holocaust deniers, such as David Irving, whom

and Latin America and was translated into 16 languages.
However, it was panned in the United States, where critics
charged that it was poorly researched and allowed others to
did have among his supporters Raul Hilberg, considered by
many to be the founder of Holocaust studies, who agreed
conclusions are trustworthy ... and [he] has come up with the

BEYOND CHUTZPAH: TAKING ON ALAN DERSHOWITZ
AND THE CASE FOR ISRAEL
The Case for Israel, a

as the most common accusations and myths about Israel,
rebutting them chapter by chapter. Shortly after publication,

dent protests supporting the two faculty members, support

-

of University Professors, which stated, “It is entirely illegitimate for a university to deny tenure to a professor out of fear
that his published research … might hurt a college’s reputa-

RECENT ACTIVITIES
continues to turn out a stream of materials; his most recent
Knowing Too Much: Why the American Jewish Romance
with Israel Is Coming to an End.
him—American Radical: the Trials of Norman Finkelstein—was
released in 2009.
himself as a David against the Goliath academic heavyby pro-Palestinian groups, both for his consistent defense of
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co-founded Heterodoxy

vative philanthropic funding, he and a long-time collabora-

tenure bid and made him a martyr in the hostile campaign

Center.
and the representation of the history of slavery have
morphed into a focus on supposed liberal bias on college
Freedom (SAF), which he founded in 2003 and which
-

political bias on the part of individual faculty members and
report incidents to SAF, which in turn would mount intense

degree.422

-

ported a boycott of Israel, believes in Israel’s right to exist,
and in a “negotiated conclusion to the Palestinian-Israeli cri-

pus climate where some students feel their teachers are fair
-

423

campus-based campaigns, from calling for a student bill of
rights on campus to trying to enact what he calls “Academic

nomination was reversed with chair Benno Schmidt callincident led to claims of intolerance and restrictions on the
exercise of free speech all around.

DAVID HOROWITZ

attempt which has been considered, and failed to pass, in 24
states. Calling for such an Academic Bill of Rights is both redundant and misleading, as most colleges already have rules
ensuring political and other types of free expression.
him, are aligned with radical Islamist terrorists. In 2005, for

Pa M C h a M B e r l a i n

turban and beard, under the heading, “The Ayatollah of Anti-

With material from the Free Exchange on Campus Coalition, and
Campus Progress, a project of the Center for American Progress,
used with permission.424

infamous conservative critics of American universities. A

Columbia University, where he was involved in American
described this event, along with the transformation of my
politics at length in Radical Son
erstwhile leftward compatriots, whom he now calls “violently, fervently committed to their unholy war to tear down
American democracy and replace it with their version—an
425
In 1992 he

wrote a pamphlet showing what an ass he is. How is this anti426

The Professors: The 101
Most Dangerous Academics in America, charging academics
with indoctrinating students with leftist and radical political views and implicitly attempting to create a McCarthyish
-

Mr. Horowitz’s research is sloppy in the extreme and,
Horowitz’s book is characterized by inaccuracies, distortions, and manipulations of fact—including false
statements, mischaracterizations of professors’ views,
broad claims unsupported by facts and selective omis427

nism to colonial studies, he has made strong claims regardradical Muslim threat against American and Jewish interests.
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The Wave
pledging support for Palestinian terrorists, whom she euphefor the support of terrorists, Palestinian or otherwise. The

Islamophobic assertion with the evidence he, himself, had
Mr. Horowitz quotes Professor Mark Ensalaco as saying, “‘I see that our student are angry and hurt about
what happened in New York and Washington [regarding the 9/11 attacks], and as important as it is for us
to promote learning here at the University, I think it’s
also important to promote tolerance.’” Mr. Horowitz
then writes, “By tolerance, Professor Ensalaco meant
tolerance for those who appear to be America’s enemies.” […] Mr. Horowitz goes on to claim, “Professor
Ensalaco regards the United States as responsible for
the 9/11 attacks on itself.”
Mr. Horowitz bases this claim on this quote from Professor Ensalaco: “I’d like our students to understand
the historical context of the attitudes that caused the
attacks. If the students understand the complexities
involved, perhaps they’ll avoid the conception that all
people of Islam or all Arabs are terrorists.” Mr. Horowitz seems to provide no evidence, other than his own
interpretation, that what Professor Ensalaco actually
meant is that the United States is “responsible for the
9/11 attacks on itself.”
Three years later, the Free Exchange on Campus Coali-

did not disappoint.
What the actual syllabus said was something much more

was a participant in the 9/11 attacks, raising a question about what, if any, connections existed between
Iraq and al-Qaeda before the U.S. invasion of Iraq.

430

-

AMIR ABDUL MALIK ALI
nan ruBin

BACKGROUND: THE AS-SABIQUN MOVEMENT

-

ship of founder Imam Abdul Alim Musa. The name As-

-

One Party Classroom, coauthored with Jacob
reports428), repeated many of the same methodological errors
and ideological biases.429
Extraordinary claims require extraordinary evidence,
evidence derived using recognized and rational methOne-Party
Classroom, David Horowitz does not meet even
minimal standards for sound research methodology (as
outlined in our document,
. He presents an unrepresentative sampling of institutions, departments and
courses in higher education. Upon that shaky foundation, Horowitz then plugs in distorted and inaccurate
data, and makes a series of logical leaps that would
make any reader, much less an academic researcher,
cringe.

the establishment of a modern Islamic state, or Caliphate,
governed by shariah (Islamic law).
Based on developing a model Islamic community and

Los Angeles, San Diego, Sacramento, and Philadelphia. Alim
Musa, an African-American convert to Islam, is based in
Washington. Although he is Sunni, he has been very visible
and public in his support for the Islamic Republic of Iran and
governance by their Shia supreme religious leaders.

MASJID AL-ISLAM—THE OAKLAND MOSQUE

and outright fabrications in the case of University of Cali-
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which is dedicated to creating an Islamic revolution in the
United States. “…We must implement Islam as a totality [in
which] Allah controls every place—the home, the classroom,
a non-religion, the underlying argument being that Muslims

not propose any solutions or concrete activities to address
the litany of problems he raised. “It was a typical anti-establishment speech. (Israel was not discussed and Islam only

LIMITED PUBLIC VISIBILITY

-

many posted by people opposing him. One can also hear an
Muslim world. He also focuses on distinctions and points of

and monitors his campus appearances, as does Daniel Pipes,

with it. It operates a school and owns a few properties in the
when he wrongly cited Rupert Murdoch as an example of
Warfare, which seems to be a creation of Alim Musa, to “hap-

DANIEL PIPES
Alim Musa’s position, highly critical of moderate Muslims, is
cally that every Islamic group in the United States has been
Mossad, Saudi intelligence, Egyptian intelligence, Jordanian
intelligence, and Syrian intelligence.

nan ruBin

Daniel Pipes is an American academic, writer, and political
blogger who focuses on criticism of Islam and the threat of
Islamism in the United States. Pipes is the founder and presi-

movement being isolated and removed from mainstream Is-

MALIK ALI ON CAMPUS
around California for a number of years, notably University
of California, Riverside and University of California, Irvine,
where he is almost a regular. The Muslim Student Union at
University of California, Irvine (UC Irvine) has invited him on
the condition of Palestinians. His appearances on campus are
seen as provocative and are often met with protests.
ment, the economy and the media as being part of a corrupt

East but which is seen by many to be a vehicle for harassing
scholars critical of Israel.
Pipes is considered a very hardline, pro-Israel neoconservative with views that are very hostile to Muslims and which
-

A graduate of Harvard with a Ph.D. in Medieval Islamic
History, Pipes also studied in various parts of the Middle
East, including spending two years in Cairo where he learned
the Foreign Policy Research Institute, a conservative Phila-

and the Iranian regime, and denounces the Palestinian
also expresses support for the conspiracism that Israel was
see their campus activism as part of a larger struggle against
Israel, as well as against what he calls the “American emAfter attending one of his campus speeches, a local blogger (who is not a supporter) reported that he was an “excel-

anti-Communist policies during the Cold War and later focused on Islamic terrorism. The position moved Pipes out of
academia and pointed him towards foreign policy, including
involvement with a number of U.S. and Israeli agencies.

MIDDLE EAST FORUM

The primary outlet for Pipes’s political commentary is the
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Middle East and protect the Constitutional order from Middle
problems for the United States. Accordingly, it urges active
ceptance of Israel; robustly asserting U.S. interests vis-à-vis

-

military actions in the region such as bombing Iran. MEF produces a steady stream of articles focusing on internal threats
Middle East Quarterly and
similar outlets. Another program of MEF is Islamist Watch,
which “combats the ideas and institutions of nonviolent,
ing, and radical Islam from lawsuits designed to silence their
-

PROMINENCE AFTER 9/11 TERRORIST ATTACKS

Pipes became prominent for his extreme pro-Israel, antiMuslim positions after the destruction of the World Trade
Center on September 11, 2001. Campus Watch was set up
not long after this event and it attracted enough attention in
2003 that the House of Representatives passed HR 3077, a
monitor, appraise, and evaluate’ university area studies procreated a chilling atmosphere which remains in place on
many campuses.
The same year, Pipes was nominated by then-President
George W. Bush to a four-year term on the largely ceremonial
Board of Directors of the U.S. Institute of Peace. However,
the nomination was met with forceful opposition from a
broad range of voices that included Democratic senators,
members of the academic community, and the Bush administration sidestepped the controversy by naming him with a
recess appointment.

OPPOSITION TO DOMESTIC ISLAMIC INSTITUTIONS

mixing of politics with scholarship, intolerance of alternative

Muslim institutions constitute a threat to the United States,

2002, Campus Watch encouraged students to submit reports
critical of professors who did not support Israeli policy on

school “dedicated to the study of the Arabic language and
-

published on the Campus Watch website which called for a

Arab-American woman who was the school’s founder and
removed and replaced with a Jewish woman who does not

-

Similarly, in 2010 he declared that Cordoba House
those already named. Although the dossiers were removed

ulty and to circulate accusatory assessments of their political
leanings.
According to a 2002 article in The Nation, Campus

Committee’s (AIPAC) program, it enlisted 5,000 students
on 350 campuses to collect information on so-called pro-

OBAMA AS A MUSLIM
that President Obama is a secret Muslim. In December 2007,
at the very start of Obama’s campaign to become the Democratic Presidential nominee, Pipes published a piece in David
FrontPage Magazine called, “Obama

-

because he “was born a Muslim to a non-practicing Muslim
father and for some years had a reasonably Muslim upbring-

instructed students on how best to counter a “steady diet of
Development Program no longer includes such activities.)
Daniel Pipes’s own website at www.danielpipes.org is
a comprehensive collection of his commentaries, articles,
ing dates on campuses, commentary in the media, and he
writes regular columns for such newspapers as the Washington Times, National Review Online, and Jerusalem Post.

a broad group of anti-Obama activists. Pipes himself continues to promote this position, when as recently as September
-

aspects of Islamic law in “a precedent that could lead to other
Christian fundamentalist pastor.
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trayed as a media watchdog group and its tagline is “What

LOSING INFLUENCE?

servative pundit on cable news programs and other media.
However, an August 2010 interview in the Washington Post

Palestinian conditions or rights, but on the power of the socalled Israel lobby in the United States. Weir describes the
U.S. media’s tilt toward Israel as possibly “the most monu433
While she admits that
a number of factors may account for this alleged pro-Israel
tors and reporters.434

gers and activists such as Pamela Geller and Newt Gingrich,
and he appears willing to appear slightly less hardline in the
ing the distinction that “we understand the nature of the

their opinions.435

ALISON WEIR: IF AMERICANS KNEW

traditional antisemitic narratives, and Weir often cites
antisemitic writers and publications as her sources. When
-

sPenCer sunshine
436

New York Times and other newspapers, and concluded the outlets had a pro-Israel bias.437 It
met with New York Times
438
The Committee for Accuracy
in Middle East Reporting in America, a pro-Israel media-

because it was commissioned as a piece of investigative journalism and analysis on an individual for whom there is very little
mainstream coverage.
Few political writers today appear in the publications of
both the Left and the Far Right. One rare exception is Alison

-

tions of the vast power that Israel and its supporters in the
United States allegedly wield resonate on the Far Right with
Holocaust-denying Institute for Historical Review, antise-

the University of Oregon, which the Southern Poverty Law
Center lists as a hate group.
At the same time, she can be found on the Left in the
pages of Z Magazine, Project Censored, and CounterPunch. She
conference.431
appeared at Harvard Law School, the Fletcher School of Law
and Diplomacy at Tufts University, Stanford University,

errors.439

library’s public meeting rooms. Under pressure from freespeech advocates, such as the American Library Association,
media attention.440
In 2009, based on stories that had appeared in a Swedish newspaper, Weir published articles in CounterPunch and
the
accusing Israel
of harvesting organs from Palestinians.441 Weir’s claim was
widely denounced as a modern version of the antisemitic
Weir says “Israel’s core identity is based on ethnic and

College, and elsewhere. In 2003, she received death threats

442

about how to achieve peace in the Middle East.432 Alison Weir

She describes the

ians; elsewhere she implies this holocaust continues today.443
444

com). While there is no editor listed by name at the site,

-

israelpalestineanalysis.wordpress.com. Weir is president of
the Council for the National Interest and sometimes hosts its
witnessed numerous human rights violations that were not

445
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whose

not address the issue other than to say that people should not

com/ includes assertions that Israel was behind the 9/11

called antisemitic.451

-

452

said, “these same groups [are] trying to push us into a war

spiracisms of the past century, including the claims that Jews

United States, controls many aspects of the U.S. government.
Weir says, “The Israel lobby became far more powerful than

media and the government, steal the body parts of non-Jews,
and start wars, often in countries where they are a minority
and where the wars are against the country’s interests. Following a classic populist narrative, Weir says that the American people must be informed about this situation to start
453
One
email sent by the Council for the National Interest and signed
by Weir even deploys one of the most famous antisemitic
images, claiming that liberal J Street and the conservative

446

447

Findley (a former Republican congressional representative
from Illinois) describes the United States as in “bondage to Is448

“What Israel says, our media repeat. What Israel demands,
our government gives. What Israel wants, its well-greased
449

Jewish.450 Jewish subgroups are described consistently as

454

things to contribute to public discourse; some of it is misof it repeats traditional antisemitic conspiracisms. Alison
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INTERVIEWS WITH LEADERS
IN CHALLENGING CAMPUS BIAS

don’t get involved politically [so] that people feel welcome …
We continue to provide cultural experience without negative

TALKING TO STUDENT LEADERS

JOEL PRATT, HILLEL PRESIDENT,
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO AT BOULDER

pursue military policy against Palestinians; [to] the doves
who often believe that Israel shouldn’t be pursuing military

lel chapter across the country are identical on every campus.

are all the same, so people outside of any sort of minority
group will say “well that group does its thing and we do our
the students. The more say students have—the more wellment.

is something both Israeli activists and Palestinian activoftentimes the rhetoric gets so confused and tensions run

-

the negative things Israel does with the way Jewish people
to that, to [become] complacent with that, we see it every-

boundaries.

and Israeli policy, and the boundaries get blurred. Is that

institutions which all tend to stress support for Israel and
those types of things without thoughtfulness or regard for
lem in that both other people see that—but we tend to put
ourselves in that boat sometimes too.

when those distinctions aren’t drawn anymore then we have
issues with antisemitism and Islamophobia.

-

spiritual life on campus and not dictate political opinions.
-
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MOHAMMAD AZIMI, MSA PRESIDENT,
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO AT BOULDER

College Republicans hosted an event on campus, “Why We
how they found their way. It was so much hatred thrown out
there towards the Muslim Student Association.455

saying that Umar was the fourth Caliph and [Ali bin Abi
Talib] was the second Caliph. I [challenged] them on that
in the Q and A session [and] I told them [they were wrong].
Then the entire event ended with one of our [MSA] students

more liberal arts [or] humanities [students] … they’re trying
to distinguish the two, and they’re getting more educated
about it. But there’s still a belief that all Muslims share the
same beliefs about some issues.

thing—within religion, politics, everything.

This is the logic we have to deal with here. These are the people who basically say that MSAs are hotbeds for terrorism,

-

usually in the humanities building.

country, there’s an attitude among adults that students
religious issues. Have you found yourself under pressure from

that’s around throughout the entire United States, and they
have a chapter here and they do it.

for themselves … . People that can’t distinguish the ideas
that are right and the wrong ideas—those people are the
people that disappoint you; and their ignorance is what
-

millions of people listen to them, so they must say some-

about something, because they haven’t had the experience
of facing that issue. That is disappointing because they

pause]——in it? [laughter].

minds set on the issue, [when] there’s no logic behind what
they believe in (they only believe it because they’ve been
told what that is), they’ve basically absorbed the ideas and

seriously.

angry. Because they’re so set in their ideas and they’re so
stubborn, there’s no logic behind what they’re saying.

to their mind. Those aren’t the people who are ever going
educated. So it doesn’t alarm me. It disappoints me, but it
doesn’t alarm me. This is a free society, there is access to so
many sources of information, but the people who listen to
these right-wing ultra-conservative radio stations, these are

CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011 <<< PAGE 106 >>> WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

the people who don’t want to listen to other ideas because
they’ve been brain-washed and ideas have been implanted
tion that their ideas are wrong.

-

one particular sector. Colleges and universities have always
been a natural partner for us. They’re diverse spaces where
encounter religious diversity, and for many students it’s the
religious identity.

more scary and troubling.
have made it hard for public policy relations [between] the
U.S. and the Muslim world ... We can’t do much except for
trying to teach people … to show them new sources of inforthat [in] a few years these ideologies will be gone. Hatred

tion as an example of how campuses addressed issues of
identity in a holistic way, and thought about what it would

-

similar fashion.
diversity training would happen for student leaders? Would
disciplinary concentrations might explore religious diversity
and engagement in the classroom? What sort of commit-

FAITH ON CAMPUS: BRIDGE BUILDERS

interfaith cooperation on campus?

EBOO PATEL
Eboo Patel is the founder and Executive Director of Interfaith
interfaith youth movement. Author of the award-winning
Acts of Faith: The Story of an American Muslim, in the
Struggle for the Soul of a Generation, Patel is also a regular
contributor to the Washington Post, National Public Radio,
and CNN. He is a member of President Obama’s Advisory

borhood Partnerships, and holds a doctorate in the sociology
of religion from Oxford University, where he studied on a
Rhodes scholarship.456

puses in longer-term partnerships to build a sustainable,
measurable climate of interfaith cooperation on campus,
and to fostering a broader conversation within higher education about religious diversity. We’ve also launched a new
student leadership and interfaith action campaign called

research on how communities mitigate the challenges of diversity and remain strong in the face of tension and outright

diversity on social capital in America. For more on how we
The Journal of College and Character, “The
Civic Relevance of Interfaith Cooperation for Colleges and
457

-

ter religious diversity with a greater intensity than ever

-

interfaith cooperation a social norm. That means that when
collaboration, rather than the distrust or fear that so often
interact. We want cooperation to be a norm, rather than an
exception to the rule.
While we’ve always had a focus on young people leading

-

on campus begin with dialogue on tough issues. For example, bringing together the Hillel and the Muslim Student
of the divine. While these are deeply important conversations, when substantial relationships don’t exist between
the groups in conversation, divisions are sometimes ampli-

an action-based approach that begins with shared values
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-

-

rative.

-

doing so they discover that one does it because she believes
Jesus Christ is her Lord and Savior, and another does it because he’s practicing out the value of mercy he sees embodied in the Prophet Muhammad. In other words, focusing on
shared values doesn’t water down truth claims or religious

innovative ideas students come up with to build interfaith
cooperation. This year we had nearly 10,000 students on 97
campuses participating in our Better Together campaign, an
interfaith action campaign focused on amplifying interfaith
As a part of the campaign last year, students at Hamline University (MN) adopted and helped to settle refugee families
tions collected by students from the local communities and
threw welcome dinners for the new families. At Wesleyan

and social capital, so that relationships are able to weather
tougher disagreements.

they encourage students to give up their cafeteria meals and
raised thousands of dollars for a local food-related charity.

At the same time, campuses thrive on not just free speech but

non-religious traditions.

level that they primarily operate. For example, students at
-

of a young population. Are you seeing any particular trends in
-

tion and action in an immediate way. They’ve grown up with
-

in this report.] Rather than staging a protest, or going to

and open up conversation about the rich diversity of female
experiences within the tradition. Her events were a huge
success, and helped to reframe the campus atmosphere from
one of combat to mutual respect and learning.

community will incline towards peace—rather than tension–
when an agitator is on campus.

-

CHARLES COHEN
Religious Studies and Director of the Lubar Institute for
the Study of the Abrahamic Religions at the University of
Wisconsin, (LISAR). The institute was founded in 2005 and
our mission is to conduct research on and stimulate conversations about the Abrahamic traditions, most notably Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

points” for expressions of both Islamophobia and antisemi-

divisive issues. If there’s tension around the Middle East,

ing on the tough conversations. It’s not to say those conver-

dinating Committee in the Civil Rights Movement), college
eration the norm and reality we are hoping for.

-

relationships by bringing together, for example, the MSA

and to mitigate much of the antisemitic and Islamophobic
language that they hear. In the same way that young people

-

from a space of shared experience, common commitments,
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-

historical cultural religious interactions of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam as parts of a larger tradition rather than as
individual religious traditions, and to see them always as in
dialogue with each other, in contest with each other if you
will—which has certainly often happened—but not in isolation. That then carries into practice [the interaction among]
Christians, Muslims, and Jews at a variety of levels.
There’s a scholarly level [where] we try to engage religious
leaders as well, members of the laity and non-members of
these communities. That includes students. We encourage
[people] to learn about one another’s traditions and simply
meet each other to discover each other as living members of
those traditions and as human beings.
God on Our Side

With

targeted or labeled as somehow religious it would ruin my
career, whereas metaphysical … philosophical speculation
[was] utterly [acceptable]. It’s interesting that you mentioned
Marsden, because he’s really pushed the envelope here.
Research universities are built—and I’m enough of a child
built—primarily on epistemological grounds, reason and
a bias against supernatural causation. The thing is that to
acted would seem to suggest that if you believe you therefore
that are part and parcel of normative intellectual life. And I
-

of a spiritual or religious belief system, they have to manage
their devotion, their adherence to particular belief structures.
up to you and say “you’re an intellectual, you’re a rational

with a group of University of Wisconsin faculty because
we’re involved in trying to develop a relationship with a new
university there. In any case, as part of the visit I was delegated to give a lecture to a group of high school students.
into it, but that was why I was chosen to do it. So I gave a
an important part of our societies and that a university is a
very important place in which it should be discussed. I was

-

religious student who (depending on one’s traditions) has
a certain religious regimen, [engaging in] a university [or]
any imposing impressive discipline structure in modern life
demands. How does one manage to function religiously in a
pluralist and rather secular or at least normatively secularist
society? The second is, what about tensions among believers
on various issues?
that in my opinion that the culture or the religious culture

phrasing] in a little more sophisticated [way]).

-

In some ways it was both an expected, post-Marxist re-

I’ve become most aware of that now in dealing with Muslim
students and faculty … particularly because of the [religious

ignorance or at least innocence about how can you put these
[was] and what we were trying to do, I had better answer as
directly and as personally as I could, which is not something

epistemological bias that is very real—and to a great degree
understandable—that underlies and also subdues certain
practicing believers of a variety of traditions on universities
[campuses] than they let on. I’ll put myself in that category
for a large part of my career. When I was a graduate student
early in my career and went on prattling about something

to carry out their faith commitments under circumstances
your schedules—your prayer schedules, your class schedties with that, and Christians I haven’t either. But of course
tered around the Christian calendar and everyone else has to

that the Eids are important for Muslims, so now that gets on
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the university calendars. Instructors are always told when
ago, when I was running Religious Studies, we came up with
-

vant and they claim [they cannot attend classes] then you

-

and he’ll say that. He went to the chancellor and said he
had an idea. The chancellor sent him to me and over a

going to be a good enough reason for missing classes. So all
One other anecdote. I’ve been involved as Hillel … in a
ing] a prayer space for Muslims. Some time ago a Muslim
graduate student came to me and said she’d been trying to

-

conversations are very, very important for me. My interest
is overdetermined, as a scholar who is running [a] Religious
Studies [department] and as a Jew married to a Catholic who
entered into rather complicated negotiations regarding our
important. So yes, … I didn’t search [out] the idea for the
institute, it found me. But when it fell in my lap, I thought

wherever they are, and sometime they have to go to bath-

The campus has been very supportive, at least in principle.
At no point in the development [of LISAR] did anyone say
Muslim students who wanted to use Hillel to do one of their

true.
Initially we had to reach out to all of the communities on

handled.

them [is important]. It’s not always easy and not everyone
is particularly interested, and one meets a variety of re-

about politics than religion. Religion plays a part but if we’re
conceptions of God as opposed to Muslim conceptions of
ing about is the wall between Israel and Palestine and the
occupation and settlements and terrorism and etc. etc. So,

but also in the mainstream media, is that campuses are a
-

right now is between Jewish and Muslim students more
hosted Iftar dinners during Ramadan. There’s been a real

Jews, Muslims, and Christians. For that matter, anyone who
and need not be a member—we’ve had agnostics, we’ve had

people tend to diminish that antisemitism is still a problem,

want to be part of the conversation, but we don’t care from
what perspective you enter into the conversation.
fact that both antisemitism and Islamophobia still exist in
disagreements into confrontations, and confrontations into

being made by certain political forces.
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providing information. … Is there antisemitism in American society? Sure. Maybe it’s where I get my information.
I’m more concerned about traditional antisemitism from
years, and there are very, very few of these [murders], the
hate crimes have come from the Right, [not] from the Left.
aware—when Jews pray on the High Holy Days [at] every
synagogue I’ve ever gone to there’s been a policeman outside
for our own protection, not that anything’s ever happened. I
Is there antisemitism? Is it the daily fact of life of students
it at all evident regularly. Do individual [incidents] occur?
grounds.

why would you do that? And yet it seems to me if you don’t
range of information that’s available.

certain sensitivity that’s hardwired into Jewish history and
That’s not to diminish the reality of all of that, it’s to say that
sometimes—I can say this as a Jew—we get very hypersensitive about that.
Is there Islamophobia? Islamophobia at the political level is
nervous and more concerned than they have been in a long
time. But again, on campus I’m less aware [of problems].
Are there encounters where one student may say something
to another student? Inevitably. I’m not aware that they’ve
it happen to Christian students? I’m sure it does, perhaps
less in part because they may be less ethnically or racially or
[observably] religious. So [Christians] are less targeted. But I
they are brought out in conversation—is there.
we will always have them. The issue is how do we discern,

California […] now you’re dealing with political issues …
with, demonstrative behavior.
So things have moved to a certain level but again [these
incidents are] about politics … The only time [Jewish and
Muslim students interact] are in circumstances where they
tend to be in disagreement, in passionate disagreement.
There’s no preparation for how to deal with that except that

ily change political positions, but it may give a sense that
there are more possibilities [beyond] a sort of bipolar model,
lutely critical role to play both within the American polity
where American Muslims have to explain Islam to the rest of
Americans. They have to learn that they have to do that and
they also have to explain America to the rest of Muslims.
Now American Muslims are a very tiny percentage of both
the American population and the worldwide Muslim population, but because they’ve achieved a certain prominence and
through the current winds of Islamophobia,) what they tell
their fellow Americans about what it means to be Muslim
will be very informative for helping the rest of us grapple
with issues of bringing in another religious group. This is a
dynamic that’s gone on for three or four centuries.

American religious culture. Those statements, broadening
and strengthening American civic culture on the one hand,
[…] America and their own societies on the other, are very
important. Now these changes aren’t going to happen overand very, very well worth doing. And it’s not advanced by

support Israel and are therefore in favor of the occupation
meet each other, and Christians as well. I’m not saying that
meeting people will necessarily change political positions,
or that it will solve the Middle East crisis, [but] it may give
students a little better sense of themselves as member of the
American civil polity. That, to my mind, is one of the most
important things that we can be doing.

CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011 <<< PAGE 111 >>> WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

So, again, I’m intrigued to hear about the fellows through
I still don’t understand some things, I have some questions,
despite continual disagreement, peace among the communiseem committed to the idea that at least part of their job is to
change things.
tute feel that way. I’m glad to hear you say that about the
fellows, observing them independently. Now to be sure,

-

than I [do]. The fellows have been a part of the Institute from
the very beginning. Indeed, when I started the Institute in
2005, there was me and an empty room, then I hired an ad-

other and to me. The fellows interacting [among themselves]
is as much as anything what the Institute does. […] We are
Jews, Muslims and Christians, people of strong faith comthat the doing of it rather than the proclamation, is the most
important thing, and I am delighted to have students along.

down the line the United States will have passed through the
worst excesses of [its] Islamophobia. My wife will tell you
that I’m an extremely depressive and pessimistic personality so I don’t express optimism lightly, though my sense
as a historian does suggest to me that there is a dynamic
ies we are very, very good at hewing to our stated ideals of
religious freedom and letting people in. That doesn’t say
17th century Massachusetts. There were occasionally fatal,
bloody battles between Protestants and Catholics in the 19th
century. Every group that comes here gets bruised, and they
have to throw elbows. Elbows not bombs, though there have
been a few of those—a century ago Jews were anarchists and
communists and some of them were [perceived as] dangerous to the polity. But in the end, everyone who had wanted
to come [to the United States] has won acceptance. What
prevail again.
Muslims will have to help themselves. I’ve heard some
students say, why do we have to explain [Islam to everyone else]? Well, in an ideal world you don’t, but in this one
you do. And a lot of that is because there are not a lot of
people who go as far as the guy who stands up with the sign
saying “everything I learned about Islam I learned about

uninformed. They’re not going to become informed without some Muslim help in explaining [Muslim beliefs and
practices]. I don’t want to put this all on Muslims—this is on
a lot of us as well—but Muslims are the best explicators of

What the Institute strives to do is to allow every [faith
agreements? Absolutely; the goal is not some sort of perfectionist utopia where no one ever disagrees. The only place
we get that is an asylum where everyone’s drugged. Even
then, they’re probably disagreeing with the doctors about
something—but that’s not the goal. The goal is a strong civil
society where people may agree to disagree, but they also
agree to agree.

APRIL ROSENBLUM
April Rosenblum is a progressive human rights activist who
wrote The Past Didn’t Go Anywhere: Making Resistance to
Antisemitism Part of All of Our Movements, a highly-regarded
guide for Leftists on how to avoid antisemitism while paying
attention to challenging other forms of bigotry.

minored in Spanish. I had been involved in grassroots activcal prisoners and police brutality, antiracism, reproductive
happened, I felt an urge to reach out to the Arab and Muslim
students and try to show some support if I could. I had
World War II and I felt worried that there was going to be
ventured into the student life area after 9/11 to drop by the
Muslim Students Association, there was a huddle of female
students together crying.

hearing and reading stories of everything being normal,
and then one day a nation turning on you and coming to get
students was to study Arabic, so I started to study that at
Temple and later in Morocco, and made a lot of friends at
school whose opinions and experiences were very important
to me.
Throughout all this, I was getting more curious about the
most prominent issues these days where Jews and Arabs are
in the news, which is Israel/Palestine politics and Middle
thing where I wanted to prove that there were Jews in this
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well for years, yet none of them stood up and said anything
when this happened. In fact, they didn’t even approach my
better than the Jewish students who had more right-wing
views than mine. I was angry at other Jews and I had a lot of
distinct memories of negative experiences as a child around
class and experiences of exclusion. So there was no instinct
in me when I started out to be in solidarity with Jews AND
Arabs and Muslims.
around Israel and Palestine from a real place, I needed to
learn about who I was as a Jew. That’s how I started to study
Jewish history. And that became totally fascinating to me

about my people and Jewish culture until I felt really at home

My growth as a scholar and an activist during this time was
ish, Muslim, and white, gentile professors. These profesout with integrity on the policies that you opposed, from a
curiosity instead of dogmatism, and they had a very collegial
atmosphere together that modeled something really good
for us as their students.

antisemitism on the Left occurred on my campus, but it
wasn’t student activism. It was 2001 and there was a local
World Conference on Racism in Durban, South Africa, and
co-sponsored it with a number of other local activist groups.
Both Israel and the U.S. had pulled out of this conference,
purportedly because of an antisemitic atmosphere—and
ence—but both governments’ decisions to leave were probably in large part to shield themselves from criticism for
their policies.
been the victims of Jewish control, that Jews were controlling America today, and that oppressed people in the U.S.
should rise up against Jews the way the Germans had. Two
people in the room stood up and challenged what was being

This was a turning point for me in many ways. It was, unforroots Left spaces that I either witnessed myself or learned
of as I got into researching for my pamphlet. But what it
taught me was that for many people on the Left—probably
antisemitism that’s right in our face, it’s not because we
are comfortable with those messages. It’s because when it
tools to confront it, the way for instance antiracist activists
have developed formal trainings to give white people the
doubt about saying anything, because the people spouting
antisemitic rhetoric seem very sure of themselves, whereas
the rest of us have never been given a radical perspective on
this issue.
I was able to see this because these particular activists, who
I trusted them on any other issue. So what came out of it
tion. I proposed to them that they should be the members
of a monthly class that I would design on antisemitism and
how to oppose it from a radical perspective. We called this
they really thought deeply about the issues we discussed and
about what made anti-Jewish oppression operate somewhat
into my pamphlet. Running this group built a lot of faith in
me in the capacity of non-Jewish activists to stand up on this
issue when they are given the tools to put their real values
into action.
The last assignment for the group members was to have
a conversation with a fellow activist, who did not already
share their understanding of antisemitism, about why they
my friends, who didn’t consider themselves very expert on
it on with a great deal of heart and I admired their commitment to do it despite their fear. I was afraid of conversations
hand to someone instead of having to have a scary conversa-

the courage to reach out and help our closer non-Jewish colleagues cultivate an understanding of this so that they can

who was Jewish.
It was really frightening for me to hear about blatant, oldstyle antisemitism being voiced in an event that was supme and my friend was that we had many friends in the audi-
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war demonstrations, where a lot of old antisemitic canards
were getting recycled into new versions of the “Jews conIsraeli military actions were getting a lot of news coverage,
and the grassroots pro-Palestine movement was getting a
big boost of energy and becoming more vibrant.
In some of these incidents, the people who perpetrated the
most virulently antisemitic things were white activists with
either very confused understandings of progressive politics,
or with actual disingenuous intentions. The views they
were spouting were actually straight-up white supremacist
propaganda or old-school antisemitic mythology that they
had heard elsewhere and were now bringing into these
progressive environments. But the atmosphere in a lot of
casual observers would either agree with them, even cheer
them on, and others would not agree but simply not see it as
important to contradict them.
At the same time, there were many incidents of plain old
traditional antisemitic violence around the world. These
weren’t things that were happening on the Left; they were
stitutions and individuals that have targeted Jews for a long

of us as Arab, Muslim, and Jewish students were able to

started to have a strong sense that Jews have much more in
Arab culture than with a lot of American culture. We played
with an idea of creating an Arab-Muslim-Jewish mutual de-

action to protect them. It becomes very hard to fuel tensions
between groups if they have come to count on each other as
the people who are going to be there to defend them when
something really bad happens.
For a lot of students, whether they live on campus or comthey really believe in and what they really want for the
world. Having that space away from the everyday, at a time
in your life where you are willing to hope for something
chance for transformation. I believe in students, and what
they can do with that chance.

MOHAMMAD JA’FAR MAHALLATI
a part of did not have an understanding that anti-Jewish
oppression is a present-day reality, not something that
spontaneously disappeared from the world after the Holoantisemitism when it happened in our circles.
-

Mohammad Ja’far Mahallati is the Presidential Scholar of
Islam at Oberlin University. He studies the cultures and
especially that of Iran, which he represented at the United
Nations as Ambassador.
professors say outlandish, inaccurate, and biased things

colleges have a particular challenge on their hands when it
comes to these particular issues, where multiple oppressed
moting an atmosphere of peaceful dialogue on campus, but
at the end of the day they exist in a world where there are
many, many forces trying to divide their students.
college campuses really rests with the students. Professors

a political agenda in mind that is not about bringing stu-

controversies and clashes we see from time to time. A good
part of it is based on some other factors that are not the real
factors behind these confrontations. When religion or hiscourse it will add to these misunderstanding.

problems.

own divisive ideas legitimacy.
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-

side of the globe, have had the same experiences on the
other side of the globe. So these are mutual misunderstanding. We need to see beyond the usual misunderstanding on
both sides and get deeper into the issues.
Let me go deeper into this. All the misgivings and misunderstandings about Islamic culture for example—so much of it
comes from sheer ignorance about the past. What exactly
there is an inherent deep clash between Western culture and
Eastern culture or Islamic culture? In reality, Jewish culture,
from the same family—living in the same family and the
same space, having grown up together.

of casualties came to the understanding that perhaps this
nationalism is not a very good idea. So they ended up in a
European Union.

Palestinians and Israelis—what has been the opportunity

ethnicity, or whatever? I say to both sides that everybody has
been on the losing side … that nobody has won because we
have had a wrong approach.

For example, a good part of Jewish theology is produced in
as Islamic theology is impressed by Biblical sources that
existed prior to Islam—so Jewish, Christian, and Islamic
culture and theology are much intertwined across the course
of history. When somebody derides Muslim cultures, it is as
if that person is cursing their mother or father.
So there is no inherent clash within this family—no inherent

or whether according to biblical sources the land belongs
to one group or another? I would invite an economist, and I
resources or of natural resources. What has been the opportunity cost in that part of the world on both sides? Why are
Then I said to the students that the next village to Oberlin is

solid that it cannot be ignored.

same dream, the same goals, the same religious concepts.
It is the central theme for all the branches of the Abraha-

And everybody laughed. So then I said, “Let’s go [on behalf
laughing. But what you are laughing at is the same thing

So compare the situations and see if what we have been
“To whom does the American land belong? To the Indians or
to us all since so many of us come from many other coun-

Some scholars have called it a clash of ignorance.

concept of colonialism and the history of the colonial era
which is relatively new in terms of history. So you come to

of nationalism or Judaism or Islam or Palestine or Israel or

Maybe I’m being too idealistic when I tell my students to
I saw students nodding their heads in agreement about what
is how I express it.

MAHALLATI
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On the one side there was a scene of the United Nations and
I am very much an optimist for one reason.
The son of an Ayatollah, a Muslim, has come to Oberlin and
In the second picture all the animals were brought down
cartoonist wrote down under the second picture “probably

cost for humans and humanity tells us that all wars have
been stupid. Maybe that is too extreme, but [in class] I try to
represent another perspective of hope.

made many friends because we have been eating with each
other, celebrating [together], reading together … and then
ferences that are beautiful.

-

If this is what happened to me here [at Oberlin] it is possible
in the world.
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THE CAMPUS DILEMMA
THREE MAIN CAMPUS SECTORS APPEAR to support Palestinian
grounds; Left anti-imperialists; and liberal Christians, Jews,
and others who see the Palestinian struggle for rights and/or
statehood as a human rights issue.
Several sectors of college students, faculty, and others are
port Israel and approve of hardline Israeli government policies; Jews who support the existence of Israel but disapprove
of hardline Israeli government policies; conservative campus
Republicans; and evangelical and fundamentalist Christians,
many of whom have idiosyncratic beliefs in an apocalypse
predicted in the Christian Bible.
In addition, there are Jewish and non-Jewish students
who support Israel as a nation state, but who disapprove of
hardline Israeli government policies, and support Palestinian rights and may support the idea of a separate sovereign
Palestinian state. Numerous other combinations and shadcommunities.
who have adopted the idea that Islam threatens the existence
of Western culture and that it promotes violence and ter-

student leaders and leaders of campus activist groups protesting policies and events in the Middle East (and especially
They regularly discuss this issue internally, and urge those
appearance of antisemitism or Islamophobia.
Criticism of Israel, support for Palestinian self-determinaall intertwined in campus debates in an extremely complex
ways in recent debates.
easily escalate to angry hyperbole in which some critics of
criticism and the invocation of historic antisemitic claims.
This study discusses both campus incidents primarily involvwhere Middle Eastern issues are being taught and where
academic hires are made and supported. Campus resolution
and student government initiatives, such as the Boycott,
elsewhere, are ripe for manipulation by a small number of

appears to consist mainly of very conservative students,
some of whom are active in the College Republicans; or who

practices.
We want to stress that not everyone who denounces
Islam or Muslims on campus is Jewish. Not everyone who
denounces Judaism or Jews on campus is Muslim or Arab.
Not everyone who denounces Israel or Israelis on campus
is Muslim or Arab. Not everyone who denounces Palestine
or Palestinians on campus is Jewish. Nothing in this report
should be construed to suggest otherwise.

THE MIDDLE EAST AS FLASHPOINT

-

THE DISTORTIONS OF THE MEDIA LENS

Binary media coverage of antisemitic or Islamophobic
incidents on campus is consistently unproductive. It is easy,

describe an infamous incident at San Francisco State where
and counter-rally by pro-Palestinian students.459

geopolitical events in the Middle East. To a smaller extent,

and under-resourced media creates its own problems. We
Columbia
Unbecoming,
cusations and found them baseless.

Quran burning, etc.).458

ists to report on the response to confrontational incidents,
especially when a campus community calls for discussion.
By omitting coverage of response to campus incidents, cases

incidents have occurred, most Jewish and Muslim student
leaders and administrators suggest that on a day-to-day
passionate, rarely rise to the level of physical altercations or
public rhetoric that is clearly bigoted. Jewish and Muslim

be reported in a way that creates the impression that bigotry
Brandeis University includes a description of an illuminating 2010 incident where the newly renovated rooms of the
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-

Muslim Student Association (MSA) in the student center
based support.
Both the Faculty Senate and the Student Union Senate
passed resolutions condemning the vandalism; the University’s president, four chaplains, and Associate Dean of Student
Life sent an email of support to the entire community; and a
solidarity vigil was held, also attended by the president and
chaplains.
Campus debate about situations on campus sometimes
follows the public reporting and weighing in of partisan
voices and is therefore invariably colored by that reporting.
We give an example of the controversy over the proposed an
endowment of $1.5 million for a chair in Islamic studies at
Temple University in 2007.

IS THERE A ROLE FOR THE U.S. GOVERNMENT?
Rights (OCR), and the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights (USChas been focused almost exclusively on antisemitism, with
few resources devoted to studying Islamophobia.460
tions that antisemitism was rampant on U.S. college campuses in the 2000s. The OCR, in particular, has had a great

being shut down. When the OCR investigates college and

pus—as well as on academic courses.

-

-

Religious persecution should be a straightforward thing
to guard against—but in this case it is not. If the Department
semitism includes criticism of Israel, which the USCCR and
and campus life—classes, teachers, and student groups may
be shut out of a university. The U.S. Department of Educato virtually all higher ed institutions in the United States.
and issue resolutions. The government’s action and intervenThe contentious public dispute about how the U.S. De-

American Jewish Committee (AJC) and the small group of
angry neoconservatives traditionally supportive of AJC who
mittee (AJC), and Cary Nelson of the American Association of
University Professors (AAUP) who were concerned with the
chilling of free speech on campus. Stern and Nelson primarily were directing their concerns at government agencies that
claimed authority to sanction incidents of antisemitism on
U.S. college campuses.
The intention of the independent U.S. Commission on
Civil Rights to stop antisemitism on college campuses was
indeed admirable, but we argue in this report that its methdescribe more fruitful research methods that would support
productive interventions on campus.
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TIMELINE: THE U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
AND THE U.S. COMMISSION
ON CIVIL RIGHTS
Maria PlanansKy

468
plications for the new direction the OCR had charted out in
September 2004, those in Washington were not charged with
conducting the on-the-ground aspects of the investigation
-

complaint;469

470

-

Center for Law and Justice submitted a complaint to the

ment of Education. The complaint alleged that University of
California at Irvine (UC Irvine), a public university receiving

approach in incorporating religious discrimination into the

1964, which protects people from discrimination based on
race, color, or national origin in programs or activities that
461
The letter, written by

acting Assistant Secretary. Once in his new position, the USCCR engaged in its own general investigation into antisemitism on college and university campuses, holding hearings
dations in April 2006.472

claimed that “for the past three years, the environment for
Jewish students at UC-Irvine has been hostile, and at times,

Commission on Civil Rights in December 2004.471 Though

462

L. Marcus.463
In Marcus’s letter, the OCR laid out its intention to “aggressively prosecute harassment of religious students who are
targeted on the basis of race or gender, as well as racial or
gender harassment of students who are targeted on the basis
464

the OCR would pay particular attention to “claims of students who may be targeted for harassment based on their
membership in groups that exhibit both ethnic and religious
characteristics, such as Arab Muslims, Jewish Americans
465

religious discrimination, which falls under the Department
of Justice, the presence of religious discrimination, the OCR
ing into the racial or ethnic components of discrimination,
mingled with religious discrimination.
gressively investigate religious students’ claims of racial/ethnic and gender discrimination and/or harassment, it would
now enforce OCR policy so that free exercise of religion
would be a priority, trumping exercise of free speech.466
Rights at the DOE was a casualty of controversial nomiappointments. Senate Democrats opposed Bush’s vision for

of contention.467 Until December 2005, when Stephanie

2006, correspondence between the OCR’s Monroe and USCCR was made public in the New York Sun, which hinted at a
reversal of the OCR’s policy change from September 2004.473
allegations of religious discrimination or anti-Semitic
harassment if the allegations also include discrimination
race or national origin (including discrimination based on
474
Of the correspondence, Monroe said she did not “view this letter as in
475

As of August 2006, OCR had not concluded its investigaits investigation.476 It was not until late 2007 that the OCR
Love, program manager at the OCR’s San Francisco regional
allegation that the University failed to respond promptly and
477

The OCR spelled out that thought “the complainant alto harassment and a hostile environment based on their
national origin. In some circumstances, discrimination
may be commingled with discrimination based on reli478
However, in a reversal of its September 2004 policy
does not extend to allegations of discrimination on the basis
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488

of religious discrimination.

480

481
Of the
remaining eight violations, some were found to be outside
tion, though the university had responded appropriately and
support the allegation that the University’s action was based

482

The response was not met well, especially in light of the USwas released the previous year.483
When Marcus left the Department of Education, he
moved onto the United States Commission on Civil Rights.
The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is an independent, bipartisan agency established by Congress in 1957. Among the
USCCR’s directives is to investigate complaints alleging that
their race, color, religion, sex, age, disability, or national
origin or by reason of fraudulent practices; study and collect
protection of the laws under the Constitution because of race,
color, religion, sex, age, disability, or national origin, or in
and recommendations to the President and Congress.484
The USCCR is vested with powers, including the mandate
to conduct hearings on critically important civil rights issues,
including issuing subpoenas for the production of documents and the attendance of witnesses; and publishing sig485

There, in 2005, Marcus led the Commission, which consisted of Gerald A. Reynolds, Abigail Thernstrom, Jennifer C.

Stern cited campuses where antisemitic incidents ocColumbia
Unbecoming.489 Stern cited Columbia’s Middle East and Asian
490

sional allocation to the university. That intent was to raise

-

languages and cultures so that they can best serve the na491

that Stern “believes that the original intent has been turned
on its head and many of these regional studies programs
have become hotbeds of both anti-Israel and anti-American
492

on April 3, 2006.493 The USCCR, which later set up a website494 devoted to identifying and eradicating antisemitism
on college and university campuses, embraced the EUMC’s
495
Among the USCCR
recommendations was a suggestion that the Department
students from anti-Semitic and other discriminatory harass-

clear that discrimination on the bases of Jewish heritage con496

When the OCR issued its policy-reversing appraisal of
This caused much consternation among some of the players,
especially Marcus.497
William and Mary Bill of Rights Journal. In

gards to antisemitism and the legal authority granted to the
anti-Israel activity on college campuses. They cited Columbia, San Francisco State University, and University of Califorthe commission was interested in antisemitic incidents
“fueled by ideologically biased campus programs that receive
486

A panel, made up of Gary Tobin, president of the Institute
for Jewish and Community Research; Susan B. Tuchman,
October 2010 complaint against UC Irvine; and Sarah Stern,
ish Congress, briefed members of the USCCR on November
The UnCivil University.
UC Irvine and cited the Department of State’s January 2005
487
Tuchman also said, “the
Commission should voice its concern about campus antisemitism to OCR and urge OCR to conduct a thorough investigation of the complaint against UCI, with consideration of all of

campuses at UC Irvine, San Francisco State, and Columbia
498

Marcus lays out the generally accepted guidelines for
how to distinguish political antisemitism from legitimate
approach, the European Monitoring Centre on Racism and
Xenophobia of the European Union (EUMC), the USCCR, and
other agencies.499
antisemitism with certain forms of liberal or left-wing activism, which have sometimes embraced antisemitism together
with support for Palestinian causes both in Europe and in the
United States. College campuses have become prime propagators of antisemitism, Marcus writes, due to the “perfect
500

The politics of many American college campuses have
become overwhelmingly liberal.
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was rampant at Rutgers University, UC Irvine, and UC Santa

college campuses and are frequently able to “capture
organizational” apparatuses even when they do not
command majority support;

508

mesh well with anti-Western, anti-American, and antiwar ideologies, and ideologies that are also common on
college campuses.
for the anti-Israel agenda,” just as, in fairness, proIsrael groups have targeted campuses for a pro-Israel
agenda;

This interpretation, the two said, allows and necessitates
the opposition to any and all anti-Israel events in order to
protect Jewish students—which is misguided and promotes
censorship.509
510

depicted in much of the press as the ‘oppressor.’”501

braced by the U.S. State Department and the USCCR, Stern

to prevent the spread of anti-Semitism, largely as a
result of bureaucratic inertia;
perpetrators of anti-Semitic incidents (e.g., administrators, trustees, faculty) fail to exercise appropriate
leadership for fear of “rock[ing] the boat,” “appear[ing]
overzealous, or interfering with academic freedom.”502
Two months following the DOE/OCR’s policy reversal,
Marcus left the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights to teach at
503
Soon,
however, Marcus was recruited by Gary Tobin, whom he

and Director of The Anti-Semitism Initiative. Despite his
departure from civil service, Marcus was still committed to a
504

legislators and has given testimony to the USCCR, usually

criticism of Israel in the main is not anti-Semitic, gives
some examples of when anti-Semitism may be in play,
such as holding Jews collectively responsible for acts
of the Israeli state, comparing Israeli policy to that of
the Nazis, or denying to Jews the right of self determination (such as by claiming that Zionism is racism).
In recent years the U.S. Department of State and the
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights have embraced this
It is entirely proper for university administrators,
scholars, and students to reference the “working
of anti-Semitism on campus. It is a perversion of the
to censor what a professor, student, or speaker can
say. Because a statement might be “countable” by

while at the IJCR, Marcus wrote Jewish Identity and Civil
Rights in America
service (serving at the OCR and at the USCCR), as well as a
tions about whether Jews are a race, (or?) an ethnic group,

recent suits were a misinterpretation of the new reach of

therefore mean that Title VI is violated. To assert this
-

ed into a September 2010 article for Commentary
and garnered much attention.505
On October 26, 2010, OCR assistant secretary Russlynn H.
Ali circulated a letter saying that “groups that face discrimination on the basis of actual or perceived shared ancestry or
ethnic characteristics may not be denied protection under
“helping to secure civil rights protections for Jews faced with
antisemitic harassment and discrimination on US campus-

not drafted to label anyone an anti-Semite or to limit
campus speech), it also harms the battle against antiSemitism.
Stern’s and Nelson’s piece was met with strong resistance
from Jonathan Tobin.511 Tobin contended that their piece
discounted the dangerous happenings on campuses such
opinion piece debate, with Stern and Nelson insisting that
Tobin had “completely misconstrue[d] [their] piece on camdismissive on antisemitic incidents while Tobin ignored the
censorship and free speech element of their piece.512 Tobin’s

506

of America reacted favorably to the policy changes.507
The debate on campus antisemitism, however, was far
from over. With allegations circulating that antisemitism

ever be applied to protect Jews from anti-Semitism on college
513
This was not a debate to create a “hate speech
when academic debate about the issues spills over into hos-
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tile actions that serve to suppress free speech and to threaten

-

514

UC Irvine which incorporated debate on Israel into its events
were part of the issue that promoted the Department of Edu515
cation to investigate, he wrote in Commentary
The AAUP, which initially published the statement by
Nelson and Stern, removed the letter from their website, and
the AJC publicly disavowed the statement, perhaps due to

Rights would undermine free speech and debate on college
and university campuses in the United States.

RECOMMENDATIONS
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Work To Reduce Interpersonal Islamophobia and
Antisemitism on Campus
Create settings where students of Muslim, Jewish, Christian,
and other faiths can create bonds based on personal stories,
cal concerns. This is the strategy being used by Eboo Patel
for the Study of Abrahamic Religions at the University of
Wisconsin (LISAR).
room, where existing perspectives can be interrogated with
more nuance and sensitivity.

-

scientists to conduct a national survey of college students to
determine the extent of bias incidents they experience based
on the identities already used by the FBI for its crime studies.
Another valuable aspect of this study would be assessing why
students downplay their experience of such incidents.

Allow Students to Take Campus Coexistence Into
Their Own Hands

Challenge Systemic Islamophobia
Information about Muslims and Islam in both its historical
and current incarnations should be available in both aca-

act as emissaries, explaining Islam and religiously informed
geopolitics to non-Muslims; many also must explain Muslim practice in America’s multicultural context to the wider
Muslim world. To the extent that campuses can support these
Colleges should assert that stereotyping of all Muslims as
terrorists or in any other way is not acceptable in public settings.

-

Student orientation guides and campus codes of conduct
should include guidelines on how to respond to antisemitic
and Islamophobic incidents, and any other bigotry. Such
guidelines should go beyond simply asserting that such
behavior is unacceptable.
designed to interrogate antisemitism, Islamophobia, or any
other form of bigotry should be encouraged and supported.
Protect the rights of students not to act as “representatives

Colleges may want to engage both members of the local Musals of Muslims and Islam.

Assess the Extent Of Bias On Campus Comprehensively and Systematically
The U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. Commis-

-

Further academic and government research must be conducted to assess the impact of Islamophobia on campus and
community life, with a special focus on the extent to which
bias and bigotry are tolerated in mainstream media corporations, especially those using the public airwaves.

Challenge Systemic Antisemitism
Discussions of the history of antisemitism should be part of
not only Jewish and Middle Eastern studies but part of an
American Studies curriculum. The goal will be to enable
whenever they appear.

geopolitical issues when they would prefer to remain outside
those conversations.
ethnic, gender, and other lines should be targeted for increased funding by government and non-government agencies, foundations, and donors.
for bridging divides on campus.

The Flashpoint
antisemitic, anti-Israel, Islamophobic and/or Arabophobic
incidents. It is crucial that college administrators and professors anticipate such eventualities and not allow any one
group, whether comprised of students, professors, or outside

Students who express antisemitic language or engage in antisemitic imagery should be assumed to be doing so unwittingsubscribe to antisemitic ideology.
More research must be done to systematically distinguish
between and among incidents that are clearly antisemitic
(based in perceptions of race, religion, and culture) and those
that are primarily negative expressions of opinion about IsThis will aid in helping formulate appropriate responses for

to campus, particularly under the banner of free speech
measured, evidence-based debate.
(e.g., anti-Israel street theatre). Where necessary, campus
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a sense of personal and psychological safety.

and seen as one constructive path toward illuminating complex issues regarding campus bias, confronting bigotry, and
respecting the First Amendment and the tradition of open

information-gathering practices, as was the case with the
USCCR’s investigation into antisemitism on campus.
In its language and behaviors, the U.S. government must be
vigilant to retain the distinction between political ideas and
illegal actions.

Use Accurate Terminology

Combat Media Distortions
While it may be impossible to change or even challenge
initially sloppy or sensational reporting of antisemitic or
Islamophobic incidents on campus, deans and campus public
curately on the response to incidents.

rise to the level of crimes under our legal system. The emerg-

Campuses should send out their own press releases and

their public pronouncements.

university-run media, including college websites.

Improve U.S. Government Research with WellDesigned Studies
The U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights (USCCR), which have both investigated
researched studies of Islamophobia.

Political advocacy groups should reduce the use of terms

-

The American Sociological Association or other appropriate
social movements engaged in protests and demonstrations.
ers who become involved in social movements as a “lunatic
These are outdated concepts.

Future recommendations by U.S. government agencies
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