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Introduction
A militant wing of the anti-abortion movement has long looked to the 19th century anti-
slavery abolitionists for inspiration and guidance. By comparing embryos and fetuses to 
enslaved people, religious leaders use the history of the abolition of slavery as a moral jus-
tification to rally against the bodily autonomy of pregnant people. In 2020, as a wave of 
racial justice movements swept the nation, a wing of the anti-abortion movement cohered 
nationally under the banner of abortion abolition. In the midst of a growing prison and 
police abolition movement in the U.S. following the murder of George Floyd, the Right 
claimed the legacy of “abolition” towards an entirely different end.
 The anti-abortion movement first started comparing abortion to slavery fol-
lowing the passage of Roe. v Wade in the 1970s, in an attempt to link their cam-
paigns to civil and human rights work. In the wake of the Trump administration’s 
support of the anti-abortion movement, a new generation of White male conser-
vative Baptists, Presbyterians, and Christian Reconstructionists joined forces to 
advance the total criminalization of abortion. Referring to themselves as abortion 
abolitionists, this movement distinguishes itself from the self-proclaimed pro-life 
movement. Their leaders criticize this movement for being reformist, compromising 
with the Supreme Court (which they view as tyrannical and secular), and for failing 
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to observe a conservative interpretation of the bible that calls for equal protection 
for the “pre-born.” 
 Since their first national conference in 2020, abortion abolitionists have influenced 
public policy, rhetoric, and official platforms within the Republican party. They advocate 
for capital punishment for anyone involved in an abortion, including those providing and 
accessing abortion care services. State legislators in almost 20 states have introduced abor-
tion abolitionist bills, and the movement has expanded into a network with groups in 21 
states. Abolition is already a plank in the Republican Party platform in Texas.
 In the aftermath of the overturning of Roe v. Wade, abortion abolitionist leaders 
claimed that the Supreme Court decision had not gone far enough. But they also acknowl-
edged how the legal decision created opportunities to advance their views. “The Abo-
litionist Movement is picking up momentum – and national headlines – at a pace that 
would have seemed impossible only a few short years ago,” Abolitionists Rising, a national 
Abortion Abolitionist organization, published on their website this year.

This map shows 21 states where abortion abolitionist groups are active throughout the U.S., primarily in the Midwest and South, and it identifies 17 states where abortion 
abolitionist bills have been introduced and one state (Maryland) where a bill was filed, spanning from the Pacific Northwest to the South. PRA verified this data in October 2023. 
(Data collection: Cloee Cooper and Hannah Silver. Data visualization: Harini Rajagopalan and Olivia Lawrence-Weilmann).
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Abortion abolitionists have strong ties with other sectors of the Far Right. They are 
deeply connected to segments of the Christian Right based on shared belief systems 
and membership. The movement draws on a theocratic reading of scripture known 
as Christian Reconstructionism, which advocates for Biblical law. For example, the 
abolitionist group in Pennsylvania, Abolish Abortion PA, which among other things 
provides guidance on the “Five Components of an Abolition Bill,” is led by members 
of the Mid-Atlantic Reformation Society, an overtly Christian Reconstructionist 
group. In addition, the Southern Baptist Convention, the nation’s largest protestant 
denomination, passed a resolution “On Abolishing Abortion” at their June 2021 con-
vention. 
 The movement also shares leaders with the 1990s violent wing of the 
anti-abortion movement, patriot movement organizations, the Christian homes-
chooling movement, and leaders of the Christian Right legislative playbook, Project 
Blitz. 
 As the Abortion abolitionist movement begins to gain political and grassroots 
power, it not only poses serious risks for reproductive justice and bodily autonomy, 
it also demonstrates a victory for a broader militant theocratic strategy that aims to 
replace any remnants of democratic structures with Biblical law.

https://politicalresearch.org/2020/11/09/no-sanctuary
https://www.prismreports.org/article/2020/3/11/the-antiabortion-abolitionist-movement-is-dangerous-heres-what-you-need-to-know
https://religiondispatches.org/convergence-of-far-right-anti-democratic-factions-in-the-northwest-could-provide-a-model-for-the-rest-of-the-nation/
https://religiondispatches.org/convergence-of-far-right-anti-democratic-factions-in-the-northwest-could-provide-a-model-for-the-rest-of-the-nation/
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Who
These are the sectors of the Right setting the cultural context and organizing to 
advocate for the abolition of abortion.right-wing sheriffs.

Abortion Abolitionist Organizations
The Abortion Abolitionist movement is 
coordinated by national and state groups. 
Leading organizations include the Okla-
homa-headquartered Abolitionists Rising 
(formerly Free The States), a nationwide 
abolitionist organization; End Abortion 
Now, an Arizona-based grassroots group of 
churches working to criminalize abortion; 
Operation Save America (an early adopter 
of the abolitionist theme. OSA’s Rusty 
Thomas’ 2009 book, “The Kingdom Lead-
ership Institute Manual” was an inspiration 
for the early abolitionists); and the Texas 
legal hub, Foundation to Abolish Abor-
tion, which offers biblical principles and 
resources to state legislators to introduce 
abortion abolitionist bills nationwide.
 Abolitionists Rising and End Abor-
tion Now establish chapters to advocate 
for abortion abolition, agitate for cities 
and counties to pass ordinances and res-
olutions to declare Sanctuaries for the 
Unborn (see below), mobilize state legis-
lators to introduce abortion abolitionist 
bills, and encourage members to run for 
local precinct chairs of the Republican 
Party on abortion abolitionist platforms.

Republican State and Local Officials
The abortion abolitionist movement has both 
created strong alliances with Republican state 

legislators and campaigned for people within 
their base to seek election. State legislators 
have introduced abolitionist bills in at least 
17 states in the American South, Midwest, 
and Pacific, and in some of these states, the 
bills have been introduced year after year. 
For example, Alaska State Representative 
David Eastman, who was endorsed by 
Arizona-based abortion abolitionist orga-
nization Free the States, has proposed an 
abolitionist bill in every legislative session 
since 2017. He is also a member of the Oath 
Keepers, a militant, far-right, anti-govern-
ment group. 

Far Right Patriot and Christian 
Nationalist Organizations
Religious and militant movements, influ-
enced by Christian Reconstructionists, 
flank and support the abortion abolitionist 
movement and cause. Guided by the belief 
that Biblical law should supersede U.S. law, 
abortion abolitionists share a movement 
ecosystem with patriot movement organiza-
tions, leaders of the Christian Right legislative 
playbook Project Blitz, leaders of the Chris-
tian homeschooling movement, and leaders 
of the 1990s violent wing of the anti-abor-
tion movement. These organizations provide 
security for abortion abolitionist activity, 
introduce their bills in state legislatures, and 
legitimize each other’s movements.

https://politicalresearch.org/node/8061#toc-the-two-main-versions-of-dominionism-
https://www.prismreports.org/article/2020/3/11/the-antiabortion-abolitionist-movement-is-dangerous-heres-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.prismreports.org/article/2020/3/11/the-antiabortion-abolitionist-movement-is-dangerous-heres-what-you-need-to-know
https://religiondispatches.org/convergence-of-far-right-anti-democratic-factions-in-the-northwest-could-provide-a-model-for-the-rest-of-the-nation/
https://politicalresearch.org/2020/11/09/no-sanctuary
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What
These are the most common abortion abolitionist tactics.

Abortion Ministries
The movement is known for creating 
chapters of churches dedicated to 
anti-abortion organizing that they refer 
to as ministries. They organize outside of 
abortion clinics and try to get clients to 
not get an abortion, continue outreach 
with those who leave, and collect data on 
their impact. They see these ministries as 
a way to spread their gospel.

Sanctuary Cities and Counties for the 
Unborn
Abortion abolitionists and other anti-
choice groups have proposed hyper-
local resolutions and ordinances across 
the country. By adopting the language 
and tactics of the immigrant rights 
movement, they have pushed city coun-
cils and county commissioners to adopt 
“sanctuaries for the unborn.” These res-
olutions and ordinances classify abor-
tion as murder, grant protections for the 
unborn (a term designating human life 
as beginning at fertilization), penalize 
abortion providers and clients, and 
ban abortion services within the juris-
diction. While mostly symbolic, these 
“sanctuaries” are a signal to the authori-
ties of the state and federal government 
that the officials of that county or city 
will take matters into their own hands. 

More than 60 cities have become a sanc-
tuary city for the unborn since the first, 
Waskom Texas, in June 2019.

Abortion Abolitionist Bills
Abortion abolitionist organizations and 
leaders started to prioritize legislation 
that would criminalize abortion starting 
in 2020. Since then, legislators in at least 
17 states have introduced bills to abolish 
abortion, with the support of Tex-
as-based Foundation to Abolish Abor-
tion legal strategist Bradley Pierce, who 
has drafted dozens of equal protection 
bills filed to abolish abortion. Though 
abortion has been effectively banned 
in many states, these bills are distinct 
because at their most extreme they des-
ignate human life as starting from con-
ception and classify abortion as murder. 
Furthermore, certain groups advocate 
for removing any exceptions based on 
reason or timing. A recent example of 
their growing influence is demonstrated 
in Texas where the Republican party 
legislature’s political priorities for the 
2023-2024 session includes “Abolish[ing] 
Abortion in Texas.”

Precinct Strategy
Since the Dobbs Supreme Court deci-
sion, abortion abolitionists have begun 
to adopt a precinct strategy, urging their 

https://politicalresearch.org/2020/11/09/no-sanctuary
https://huskiecommons.lib.niu.edu/niulr/vol41/iss2/4/
https://huskiecommons.lib.niu.edu/niulr/vol41/iss2/4/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/03/us/politics/texas-abortion-sanctuary-cities.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/03/us/politics/texas-abortion-sanctuary-cities.html
https://faa.life/leadership
https://texasgop.org/priorities/
https://texasgop.org/priorities/
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members and base to run for leader-
ship within the local Republican party 
as a way to push the Republican party 
toward an abortion abolitionist lens. This 
strategy was promoted by former Trump 
advisor Steve Bannon and has become 
an effective tool for grassroots activists to 
oust moderate Republicans and take con-
trol of state and county Republican par-
ties. In 2022, the Texas Republican Party 
included abortion abolition as a resolution 
priority in their annual report. After sev-
eral years of highlighting the need to fully 
criminalize abortion, their 2022 report 
specifically used the language of the abor-
tion abolitionist movement to urge “law-
makers to enact legislation to abolish abor-
tion by immediately securing the right to 
life and equal protection of the laws to all 
preborn children from the moment of fer-

tilization, because abortion violates the US 
Constitution by denying such persons the 
equal protection of the law.” 

Online and Public Outreach
Harnessing social media platforms and 
posting tailored and trendy content has 
been an important feature of this move-
ment. For example, Pastor Jeff Durbin’s 
church created a media ministry, Apo-
logia Studios, where he co-hosts Apo-
logia Radio and Apologia TV and 
produces podcasts, broadcasts, and 
documentaries. The studio has nearly 
500,000 YouTube subscribers and regu-
larly posts videos dedicated to spreading 
abolitionist messages into the broader 
culture. On TikTok, Abolitionists Rising 
has more than 100,000 followers.

https://coloradotimesrecorder.com/2023/03/the-new-abolitionists-the-christian-anti-abortion-movement-gaining-ground-in-state-legislatures/52204/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/sep/10/steve-bannon-fraud-charges-elections-maga
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/sep/10/steve-bannon-fraud-charges-elections-maga
https://coloradotimesrecorder.com/2022/11/the-fall-of-the-el-paso-county-republican-party/50270/
https://coloradotimesrecorder.com/2022/11/the-fall-of-the-el-paso-county-republican-party/50270/
https://coloradotimesrecorder.com/2022/11/the-fall-of-the-el-paso-county-republican-party/50270/
https://coloradotimesrecorder.com/2022/11/the-fall-of-the-el-paso-county-republican-party/50270/
https://texasgop.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/6-Permanent-Platform-Committee-FINAL-REPORT-6-16-2022.pdf
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https://politicalresearch.org/2023/09/14/abortion-abolitionists-cloee-cooper
https://georgiarecorder.com/2023/09/02/anti-abortion-abolitionists-take-slavery-rhetoric-to-the-next-level/
https://prismreports.org/2020/03/11/the-antiabortion-abolitionist-movement-is-dangerous-heres-what-you-need-to-know/
https://prismreports.org/2020/03/11/the-antiabortion-abolitionist-movement-is-dangerous-heres-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2020/3/12/1926802/-From-the-other-side-Oklahoma-abortion-rights-advocates-weigh-in-on-harassment-by-abolitionists
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2020/3/12/1926802/-From-the-other-side-Oklahoma-abortion-rights-advocates-weigh-in-on-harassment-by-abolitionists
https://coloradotimesrecorder.com/2023/03/the-new-abolitionists-the-christian-anti-abortion-movement-gaining-ground-in-state-legislatures/52204/
https://coloradotimesrecorder.com/2023/03/the-new-abolitionists-the-christian-anti-abortion-movement-gaining-ground-in-state-legislatures/52204/
https://coloradotimesrecorder.com/2023/03/the-army-of-gideon-anti-abortion-activism-in-wichita/52248/
https://prismreports.org/2021/01/22/how-the-antiabortion-movement-fed-the-capitol-insurrection/
https://politicalresearch.org/2020/11/09/no-sanctuary
https://rewirenewsgroup.com/2015/04/29/anti-choice-groups-extreme-tactics-backfire-jackson-mississippi/
https://religiondispatches.org/convergence-of-far-right-anti-democratic-factions-in-the-northwest-could-provide-a-model-for-the-rest-of-the-nation/
https://religiondispatches.org/convergence-of-far-right-anti-democratic-factions-in-the-northwest-could-provide-a-model-for-the-rest-of-the-nation/
https://politicalresearch.org/node/7810
https://politicalresearch.org/node/7810
https://politicalresearch.org/2020/04/14/how-federal-and-state-governments-are-using-covid-19-attack-abortion-rights
https://politicalresearch.org/2020/04/14/how-federal-and-state-governments-are-using-covid-19-attack-abortion-rights
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https://www.prismreports.org/article/2020/6/30/southern-reproductive-justice-advocates-are-doing-radical-work
https://politicalresearch.org/2020/02/18/how-michigans-conservative-gerrymandering-opened-door-abortion-bans
https://politicalresearch.org/2020/02/18/how-michigans-conservative-gerrymandering-opened-door-abortion-bans
https://politicalresearch.org/2019/05/17/states-criminalize-abortion-with-roe-in-reach
https://politicalresearch.org/2020/09/28/annotated-directory-prochoice-religious-community-united-states
https://politicalresearch.org/2020/09/28/annotated-directory-prochoice-religious-community-united-states
https://politicalresearch.org/2018/01/26/race-class-and-the-contradiction-of-contemporary-abortion-politics
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/intelligence-report/1998/anti-abortion-bombings-related
https://politicalresearch.org/2013/04/01/defending-reproductive-justice
https://politicalresearch.org/1994/03/01/christian-reconstructionismtheocratic-dominionism-gains-influence
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/james-risen/wrath-of-angels/9780465092734/?lens=basic-books

